Expository Sermon Manuscript 

Title: Joy and Fear

Esther 8 (Cyclical Inductive) 
Introduction 

1. Arouse Interest: 

Happy Valentines’ Day! When I said “Happy V Day!”, I saw some of you smiling and some did not. Why are you smiling? Is it because V-Day makes you happy? Are you happy because you have a date tonight? Some of you begin to worry instead. It is because I reminded you that today is Valentines’ day and you have not bought anything for your love ones.  

2. Need: 

The world ways of giving happiness is by wishing you, “Happy Valentines’ Day!”, “Happy New Year!”

The world also gives us fear; the fear of not meeting a standard that others want from us. 

Today, the world gives us happiness and fears in many ways. 

As God’s people, what should we give to the people? Happiness and fears too? If it is…

What kind of happiness and what kind of fear?  

3. Subject: 

Today, we will look into the book of Esther and find out what should God’s people do in this world in order to give joy to the non-believers and lead them to fear God. 

4. Background: In chapter 7, Haman has been hung. It is not the last episode of the Esther series. 

It doesn’t mean that once Haman is hanged, it is “They live happily ever after!” This is not a fairy tale!

Haman’s evil plan, which is to kill all Jews, is going to be carried out. Esther and Mordecai have to do something to stop the execution of his evil plan. 

5. Preview: In the first part of this sermon I will talk about what God’s people should do and the second part I will talk about the results of the works.  

(What God’s people should do in this world?) 

I. God’s people should reverse the evil plans of this world (vv. 1-14)

[Christians should turn the evil plans of this world into good] 

     A. The combined effort of Mordecai, Esther and King Xerxes reversed Haman’s evil plan. (1-14) 

     In vv. 1-14, we can see the combined effort of Mordecai, Esther and King Xerxes reversing Haman’s evil     

     Plan.

     (How did these three people reverse Haman’s evil plan?) 


1. Mordecai’s exaltation to the prime minister reversed Haman’s evil plan (vv. 1-2)


(Read vv. 1-2) 

Mordecai was presented the signet ring from the king. After all the ups and downs in Mordecai’s life, finally he was rewarded. He was given the authority that Haman once held. He also took over Haman’s estate. The signet ring which represents the king’s authority later became an important element in reversing Haman’s evil plan. 

(What about Esther? )

2. Esther’s pleading to the king reversed Haman’s evil plan (vv. 3-6) 


(Read vv. 3-6) 

This was the second time Esther came to plead to the king without being summoned. Esther was risking her life again. This was because anyone who comes to the king without being summoned will be put to death (4:11). Once again the king extended the gold scepter to Esther to spare her life. Esther risked her life the second time to make sure the edicts that was sent out by Haman will be overruled by the king. 


3. King Xerxes’s edict in every province reversed Haman’s evil plan (vv. 7-14) 


(Read vv.7-14)

At last, something was done to reserve Haman’s evil plan! The king approved another edicts to be written to overrule Haman’s evil plan, which was supposed to destroy the Jews. 

The king’s edict was written in different languages. The edict was sealed by the king’s ring and dispatched quickly to the provinces by horses especially bred for the king. 

You can see the urgency of this matter! Everyone must know that the evil plan was reversed. Everyone must receive it as soon as possible before the execution of Haman’s evil plan. 

You can see Mordecai, Esther and King Xerxes played their part in reversing the evil plan of Haman. They did not sit back and relax after Haman was hanged. Something needs to be done. It was their combined effort that fully reversed Haman’s evil plan. 

(What about us? If we call ourselves God’s people, Christians. What should we do? Shouldn’t we also work together to reverse the evil plan of this world? ) 

B. As God’s people, we should reverse the evil plans of this world by preaching the gospel.   (Application) 

1. ILL: Casino. For instance, the Casino! Do you think this is an evil plan? How can we reverse this plan? Gather all Christians in Singapore to sign a petition, “Casino? No!” 

Some churches did something to reverse this evil plan. I remembered an organization produced a sticker, “Casi-NO!” 

However, it failed! The Casino is coming soon! It is taking shape in Sentosa and Marina South. 

My guess is, even if all the Christians in Singapore come together to sign the petition. The project will still carry on! 

So what is the best way to reverse something that cannot be simply reversed by “signing petition!” – The best way is by reversing the mind of the non-believers. We can reverse their mind by sharing the gospel to the non-believers! 

2. ILL: My own experience how the gospel changed me. When I was in secondary school, I remembered one of my Chinese teacher tried to persuade me to study. He told me that I am actually a good boy. He asked me not to mix with those bad students who influenced me to do wrong things. I did not listen to him; I continued to mix with my friends and do all kinds of wrong things in school, especially not studying. 

However, after I believed in Christ, I changed! Today! Vincent loves to study! He is not lazy anymore! He doesn’t do evil things! I am changed by the message of the gospel. I truly believe Jesus has saved me from sin; I shouldn’t let him die in vain. I should stop sinning. 

My teacher tried his best to reverse the evil things that I was doing in school but he failed. 

However when the gospel was preached to me, I changed! It stopped me from doing the wrong things. 

I think the best way to reverse the evil plan of this world is to first reverse the individual hearts of the non-believers. I believed once the gospel is preached and when people believe, every individual Christians has the ability to overcome all kinds of evil plan in this world with God’s help.

[As God’s people, we should reverse the evil plan of this world by preaching the gospel! The gospel can reverse the evil hearts of man] 

(We have seen what God’s people should do in this world, let’s look at the results of what we do)

II. Reversing the evil plans of this world shall bring joy to people and fear towards God (vv. 15-17)

(Read vv. 15-17)

     A. The result is joy to the people. 

1. The Jews were filled with joy when Haman’s evil plan was reversed (vv. 15-17a)

This joy comes from the knowledge of knowing that they will live! They will be protected! The edicts brought good news to the Jews. That was why they are filled with joy! 

2. As God’s people, we should bring joy to people by preaching the gospel (Application)

a. [ILL: “The joy of being saved by Christ”]

Let me ask you, which will bring more joy? To receive lots of red packet or to know that you will not die and you can live forever?

Last year, my cardiologist told me that I might need to go for a heart surgery. I was saddened that time. I felt as though I am going to say goodbye to all of you forever – I am dying. 

I went for a few more checks to confirm whether I really need a heart operation. 

Thank God, The doctor said that I don’t need an operation now. 

When I know the good news that I don’t need to go for an operation, I felt that I was alive again! I felt that I could live a few more years! I am not going to die! Imagine how happy I was. 

Likewise, the joy of being saved by Christ is like receiving a good-news that I will not die so young. Indeed the gospel message is “We will not die but have eternal life in Christ!” 

(As God’s people, we should bring this message of joy to the non-believers. This is the greatest news that can bring eternal joy to man. Another result is…) 

     B. The result is fear towards God.

1. The people of other nationalities became Jews because they feared the Jews (v. 17b) 

I wondered what are they afraid of? Are they afraid that the Jews may take revenge? 

They must be thinking now the Jews have backing from the king, they can do whatever they want. 

The people feared the Jews. They are afraid what man could do to them. 

However, should we made the non-believers feared us too? 

ILL: I had a conversation with a non-Christian on Sunday. She said that she likes my style of introducing Christianity, not forcing her to believe. She is afraid of other churches style of evangelizing. It seems to me, Christians had made non-believers feared them. 

Once I asked my non-Christian friend what is one thing you don’t like about Christian? Their answer was, “Christians always force people to convert.” 

Let’s reflect on this, have we made non-believers feared Christian because we are too pushy? 

2. As God’s people, we should lead people to fear God and not fear man (Application)

(As Christian, we should lead the non-believers to worship God. )

a. [ILL: John Piper – “Missions exist because worship doesn’t”.] 

In John Piper books, he reminded us why missions exist. 

John Piper reminded that mission exist because worship doesn’t. 

Missions exist not because Christians have nothing to do. 

Missions exist not because we want to show leaders that we are doing something big for the church. 

Missions exist not because we want to travel around the world. 

This book reminded us, “Mission exist because worship doesn’t” 

Today, when we shared the gospel, what is our ultimate aim? To make others fear us? To make a name for ourselves? To prove to our non-believing friends that we are right? 

The main aim should be bringing people to worship God and fear God! 

Missions exist because worship doesn’t. 

Conclusion

1. As God’s people we should reverse the evil plans of the world by preaching the gospel! (Subject restated)

2. Mordecai and Esther’s combined effort had brought salvation to the Jews. Today our combined effort should also bring salvation to everyone and not just meet the felt needs of people.

3. The good news in King Xerxes’ edict was life for the Jews. The good news that we Christians preach today is to give eternal life to the listener.  

4. The result of God’s people preaching the gospel will bring joy to the soul and fear towards God! (Main Idea)

5. Brothers and sisters, preach the gospel. Don’t stop! (Application)

6. Prepare biblical sermons for our congregation. Don’t take short cuts. (Application) 

It is impossible to make everyone happy if you depend on jokes or Valentine’s Day. 

Are you tried of making everyone happy by telling jokes? 

Focus on telling them what Jesus has done for them! 

After they accepted the message of Christ, I’m sure they will receive joy that will last forever! 

Exegetical Outline

Exegetical Idea: 

The results of combined effort to reverse Haman’s evil plan were joy among the Jews and fear among other nationalities. 

Exegetical Outline: 

I. The way God reversed Haman’s evil plan was by using different people. (vv. 1-14)

      A.  The way Haman’s evil plan was reversed was by Mordecai’s exaltation to          

            the prime minister (vv. 1-2) 


1. King Xerxes gave Esther the estate of Haman (v. 1) 

2. King Xerxes presented Mordecai the signet ring (v. 2a) 

3. Esther appointed Mordecai over Haman’s estate (v. 2b)

      B. The way Haman’s evil plan was reversed was by Esther’s pleading to the    

           king (vv. 3-6) 

1. Esther emotionally begged the king to put an end to the evil plan (vv. 3-4) 

2. Esther pleaded for an order to reverse the plan (vv. 5-6)

      C. The way Haman’s evil plan was reversed was by King Xerxes’s edict in 

           every province (vv. 7-14) 

1. King Xerxes decided to overwrite the evil plan (vv. 7-8) 

2. King Xerxes sent out his edict to every province (vv. 9-14) 

II. The result of the reversal was joy among the Jews and fear among other nationalities.  (vv. 15-17) 

A. The Jews celebrated this event (vv. 15-17a) 

B. The people’s fear of the Jews caused many to become Jews themselves (v. 17b) 

Homiletical Outline

Title: Joy and Fear

Esther 8 (Cyclical Inductive) 
Introduction 

1. Arouse Interest: [ILL: On Valentines’ Day, are you glad that someone is going to buy you a gift? Or do you fear that you will lose a lot of money?]

2. Need: Today, the world gives us lots of happiness and worries! As God’s people, what can we give to the world? Happiness and worries too?  

3. Subject: Today, we will look into God’s Word from the book of Esther and find out what should God’s people do in this world in order to give the non-believers joy and lead them to fear God. 

4. Background: In chapter 7, Haman has been hung. However Haman’s evil plan is going to be carried out. Esther and Mordecai have to do something to stop the execution of his evil plan. 

5. Preview: In the first part of this sermon I will talk about what God’s people should do and the second part I will discuss the results of the works.  

(transition) 

I. God’s people should reverse the evil plans of this world (vv. 1-14)
     A. The combined effort of Mordecai, Esther and King Xerxes reversed Haman’s evil plan. (1-14) 


1. Mordecai’s exaltation to the prime minister reversed Haman’s evil plan (vv. 1-2)


2. Esther’s pleading to the king reversed Haman’s evil plan (vv. 3-6) 


3. King Xerxes’s edict in every province reversed Haman’s evil plan (vv. 7-14) 

     B. As God’s people, we should reverse the evil plans of this world by preaching the gospel. (Application) 
1. [ILL: Casino in Singapore. Some church leader tried to stop it but failed.]


2. [ILL: Share my own experience how the gospel changed me vs. how a teacher tried to change me.] 

(We have seen what God’s people should do in this world, let’s look at the results of what we do)

II. Reversing the evil plans of this world shall bring joy to people and fear towards God (vv. 15-17)

     A. The result is joy to the world. 
3. The Jews were filled with joy when Haman’s evil plan was reversed (vv. 15-17a)

4. As God’s people, we should bring joy to people (Application)

[ILL: “The joy of knowing I don’t need to go for a surgery” and “The joy of being saved by Christ”]

     B. The result is fear towards God.

3. The people of other nationalities became Jews because they feared the Jews (v. 17b) 

4. As God’s people, we should lead people to fear God and not fear man (Application)

a. [ILL: John Piper – “Missions exist because worship doesn’t”.] 

Conclusion

1. As God’s people we should revere the evil plans of the world by preaching the gospel! (Subject restated)

2. Mordecai and Esther’s combined effort had brought salvation to the Jews. Today our combined effort should also bring salvation to everyone and not just meet the felt needs of our congregation.

3. The news in King Xerxes’ edict was life for the Jews. The good news that we Christians preach today is to give eternal life to the listener.  

4. The result of God’s people preaching the gospel will bring joy to the soul and fear towards God! (Main Idea)

5. Continue to preach the gospel brothers and sisters. (Application)

6. Continue to prepare good sermons for our congregation. Don’t take short cuts. (Application) 
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