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In His Care
Esther 7: 1-10 (Cyclical Inductive)
Topic:


God’s Providential Care  

Subject:
Christians do not need to fear or feel helpless in times of troubles or when the enemy attack our faith and trust in God.
Complement:

is because God cares for us is sure 
Purpose:
The listeners will understand, know and to experience God will not fail to provide his care and help in times of troubles and when the enemy attacks the Christian’s faith and trust in God. 
Introduction

1. [gets attention] [sister’s crisis] My sister whose life has been ‘easy’ loved God and actively served him before trouble came upon her family a year ago. She is now separated from her husband, her children, lost her home and has no job. What she thought was her security before is now stripped from her. My question to her, did she doubt God’s love in his care?    
2. [raise need] Are you in some kind of life’s trouble? Or do you know or have someone who is having devastating fear and helplessness because being told he/she had terminal illness or personal/ family troubles or death of a loved one especially it was not expected or business crisis or hardships? The suddenness of event may shake their faith and will they still trust God and still believes he cares for them?  
3. [Subject]: How can they know that God cares for them in times of such troubles and enemy’s attack? 
4. [Background] In the book of Esther chapter 5: 1-8 recorded the details of the first banquet of Esther to the king and Haman. Here in chapter 7: 1-10, Esther again invited the king and Haman to her second banquet. As in the custom of those days no one sees the king without being summon. Esther risked her life to approach the king without being called for. Either way, she has no choice. She may die at the hands of the king or die at the hands of Haman if his plan succeeded. 

5. [Announces text properly] Let’s read Esther chapter 7: 1-10. [read passage] This chapter shows what Esther did for herself and the Jews and what become of Haman’s evil plan. 
6. [Preview] The passage shows us how we can know and experience God cares for us (I) in time of troubles and (II) when he crushes the enemy’s plan of trying to destroy our faith and trust in him.
I.
God cares in life’s troubles. 

(Restate) God cares when you are in troubles 
A. 
God helped Esther skillfully plan a second banquet to the king and Haman to save herself and her peoples’ lives from the treachery of Haman (v1-6a). How did God do it for his name was never mentioned at all? Aha! The whole scene was engineered by the unseen God. He granted Esther favour in the eyes of the king. The king was pleased with Esther and because of that he was willing to give her half of his kingdom if she so asked. Instead she pleaded for her life and interceded for the Jews. When the king heard what she said, he of course reacted strongly and asked who dare to threaten his favoured queen’s life? And Esther pointed out that it was Haman! 
B.
We too can know and experience God cares for us when we met life’s hardships. 
My former boss Dr. Mike had a church member dying of cancer. We visited this lady during this time of hardship. We prayed for her. After the prayer we saw God’s peace in her for she has the serenity of accepting her condition even though the hope for a miracle was never doubted. She knew God cared for her not by removing the cancer but by giving her courage and strength to face this hardship.  

All of us know about Mr. David Lang’s children cases. How both he and his wife handle it in all these years if not for their faith and assurance that God cares for them and their children. 

Christians do not need to fear or feel helpless in times of troubles. 

II.
God cares by crushing the enemy’s plan.  


(Restate) God cares and will defeat the enemy’s attack. 
A.
God crushed Haman’s treachery plan through the king’s rage charging him of assaulting the queen and commanded him to be hanged on the gallows he made for Mordecai (v6b-10).

B.
Each of us can know or witnessed God crushing our enemy’s plan in our life or others. The movie "Schindler's List" is the based-on-truth story of Nazi Czech businessman Oskar Schindler, who used Jewish labor to start a factory in occupied Poland. As World War II progresses, and the fate of the Jews becomes more and more clear, Schindler's motivations switch from profit to human sympathy and he is able to save over 1100 Jews from death in the gas chambers.
My niece doubted God’s love hence his providential care when the family face financial trouble especially when she rejected a job offer and was immediately blacklisted in this big company system where they have a lot of businesses both Malaysia and Singapore. She grew up in Christian environment and therefore knew about God loves his children and cares for them. She knew it from her head but I know God is teaching her to know him from her heart. In all these Satan is attacking my niece including her mother, father and brother in their faith and trust in God. I praise the Lord not because they are in this trouble but God is using this trouble to show them he really cares for them in every area of their lives. He provided help through Christians and their faith and trust in God is still firm even though the attack from the enemy has not cease.
Conclusion

1. When you go through hardship, can you trust God with your life? Would you doubt his sovereignty over your situation? Is he in control of you and your troubles? Do you question and doubt his love and his care when you are in the midst of these hardships? You may not be facing troubles today but do you know someone who does? I want to challenge you to encourage them to put their faith and trust in the living God and not the situation.  
2. The God who helped Esther is the same God who can and will help us in our time of troubles and when the enemy trying to destroy our faith and trust in God (MI). The God who helped Esther is the same God who can and will help someone you know in their time of troubles and when the enemy tries to destroy their faith and trust in God. Rom: 8: 35, 37-39 reassured us we can know God’s love and experience his care in our time of troubles and others. 
3.
Close in prayer

Esther 7: 1-10 Exegetical Outline 

I.
The way Queen Esther saved her life and the lives of her people was because she skillfully pleaded to the king at her second banquet to which the king and Haman were invited (v1-6a). 


A.
Esther’s second banquet and the king’s promise to give half of his kingdom (vv.1-2). 


B.
Esther skillfully pleaded to the king for her life and the lives of her people (v3-4).

C. 
Esther exposed Haman’s evil plot (vv.5-6).

II.
The reason Haman died on the gallows he made for Mordecai was because the enraged king charged him with assaulting the queen and commanded he be hanged upon it (v6b-10).



A.
Haman feared for his life at the king’s rage (v6b-7a).


B.
Haman stayed to beg for his life by falling on Esther’s couch (v.7b-8b)     .


C.
The king was further enraged and charged Haman with assaulting the queen (v8c).


D.
Harbona reported on the gallows at Haman’s house made for Mordecai (v9a).


E.
The king commanded that Haman be hanged upon it and his rage soothed (v9b-10).

Exegetical Idea:


The reason Esther needed to skillfully save her life and the lives of her people was because their lives were threaten under Haman’s evil plan but backfired and he lost his life instead. 

Esther 7: 1-10 (Homiletical Outline)

Introduction

7. Arouse interest: (ILL: my sister separated from her husband and children, lost her home because of her family crisis).

8. Need: Are you in some kind of life’s trouble? Or do you know or have someone who is having devastating fear and helplessness because being told he/she had terminal illness or personal/ family crisis or death of a loved one especially it was not expected or business crisis or hardships? The suddenness of event may shook their faith and will they still trust God and still believes he cares for them?   

9. Subject: How can we know that God cares for us in times of troubles and when the enemy attacks? 
10. Background: In the book of Esther chapter 5: 1-8 recorded the details of the first banquet of Esther to the king and Haman. Here in chapter 7: 1-10, Esther again invited the king and Haman to her second banquet. As in the custom of those days no one sees the king without being summon. Esther risked her life to approach the king without being called for. Either way, she has no choice. She may die at the hands of the king or die at the hands of Haman if his plan succeeded. 

11. Preview: Today’s passage shows us how we can know and experience God cares for us (I) in time of hardships and (II) when he crushed the enemy’s plan of trying to destroy our faith and trust in him. 

I.
God cares in life’s troubles. 

A. 
God helped Esther skillfully planned a second banquet to the king and Haman to save herself and her peoples’ lives from the treachery of Haman (v1-6a). 

B.
We too can know and experience God cares for us when we met life’s hardships.

[ILL: Dr. Mike’s church member died of cancer] 


[ILL: Mr. David Lang’s children cases] 

II.
God cares by crushing the enemy’s plan. 

A.
God crushed Haman’s treachery plan through the king’s rage charging him of assaulting the queen and commanded him to be hanged on the gallows he made for Mordecai (v6b-10).

B.
We too can know or witnessed God crushing the enemy’s plan in our life or others. 

[ILL: Schindler’s List movie]  


[ILL: my niece doubted God’s love hence his providential care]

Conclusion

3. When you go through hardship, can you trust God with your life? Would you doubt his sovereignty over your situation? Is he in control of you and your troubles? Do you question and doubt his love and his care when you are in the midst of these hardships? 

4. The God who helped Esther is the same God who can and will help us in our time of troubles and when the enemy trying to destroy our faith and trust in God (MI). Rom: 8: 35, 37-39 reassured us we can know God’s love and experience his care in our time of difficulties. 

3.
Close in prayer
