Dr. Rick Griffith
Homiletics 2
Jordan Tan (172)


I Have No Idea (MSS)
Esther 4:15-5:14 (Simple Inductive-Simple Deductive)

Topic: 

Seeking God in difficult times
Subject:
In times of difficulties and troubles
Complement: Seek God humbly and patiently
Purpose:
That the listeners will learn to seek God humbly and patiently in hard times and not take prideful, rash actions.  
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: I have been facing several problems lately and I would really like to share it with someone who does not have any problems or difficult challenges facing them today. Is there anyone here who does not have some kind of problems? Health, finances, family, work, church or relationship? Please, raise your hand if you do not have any problems or challenges today. No? (If someone raises hand, say: “that’s great, maybe I can talk to you after the class today.”)

2. Need: It’s almost impossible to think of anyone who does not have any problems of some sort in life. Some problems are short lived, some are long, some are chronic issues and some seem almost impossible to solve. Just 2 weeks ago, my mother was asked to visit the A&E department after X-Rays at the clinic revealed some lumps in her stomach. I had just got home from school that day so I accompanied her to the hospital. I was worried and anxious; with no idea what I could do at all. Last week, the father of a close friend was diagnosed with colon cancer after suffering a stroke a few weeks earlier. He might be going for an operation today. With his father being a staunch Buddhist, my friend really had no idea regarding his father’s salvation and yet he did not know how to raise the issue to his dad who had more faith in temple mediums and his own gods. No idea at all… 
3. Subject: Now problems and difficulties occur everyday in our life and sometimes they seem rather insurmountable, and it is likely that we have no idea on how to handle the pressing issues and problems. How can we face them? 
4. Background: We have already heard of the problem that the Jews were facing as they faced annihilation through the scheming of Haman. For Esther, she definitely is facing more problems as she is not only a Jew but also the Queen. And Mordecai in his mourning sends a message and challenge to Queen Esther that she needed to exercise faith in going to the king to plead for the lives of her people. The problem at hand for Esther is even more pressing as so many lives are involved and her actions would impact everyone. 

5. Preview: Today in Esther 5 we will look at how Queen Esther responded in two ways to the challenge in the face of the problems she encountered, also we will look at how Haman reacted to the problem he faced as we continue our series in the book of Esther. 

(Let’s take a look at Esther did…) [read Esther 4:15-5:2]

I. (The way Esther faced her problems was through humility and patience before God (4:15-5:8))
A. First, Esther humbled herself before God as she surrendered herself to fasting for three days before going to the king. (4:15-5:2)
1. Basically Esther knew she was courting death if she appeared before the king without being summoned. So she fasted and we would assume that she prayed while she fasted before going to the king. Esther physically surrendered her desires for food and water to God as she prepared to surrender her life to God. 

2. And we see that the king showed favor to his queen at this time, even though she came un-summoned

B. Second, Esther exercised patience in waiting for the right moment to present her request to the king (5:3-8)

1. Even though the king initiated twice for Esther to present her requests, Esther waited, not scheming but rather waiting for God to reveal the right time. 

2. Was she worried? Anxious? I believe so, but she chose to be patient before God.

C. Patience and humility… how often do we fail to do that? During the time of reformation, Martin Luther knew that there was something wrong with the church and he wanted to bring changes. He knew what was right and he fought for it, yet there was a period of time when he held back, went into hiding as there were people who wanted him dead. Wisely, and humbly he went into hiding for a few years before reappearing when the time was right. (ILL)

D. Like Queen Esther, when faced with difficult problems and challenges in life, we must commit ourselves before God with humility and patience (M.I). 
How often do we rush head on into the problem that comes our way without first meeting God and waiting upon His revelation and inspiration? In the face of problems, we have to wait upon the Lord humbly and patiently. As we read on in Esther 5:9-14 we see how Haman’s demonstration of pride and rashness contrast directly against what Queen Esther did  

(Now let us now take a look at how Haman reacted to his problem.)

II. Haman faced his problems through pride and rashness (5:9-14)

A. First, in his pride Haman gathered his friends and wife to boast of his wealth and status after Mordecai continued to disrespect him (5:9-13).

(Verse 10 seems to suggest that Haman was a man of self control as he “restrained himself and went home”. However we see that Haman, was anything but self-controlled as he gathered his friends and wife to boast about his achievements and the honor given to him by the king and the queen; and how Mordecai the lowly Jew gave him none).

B. Second, Haman was rash in building the gallows overnight to have Mordecai hung (5:14).
 (Imagine that, a seventy-five feet gallows built overnight just so that Haman could have Mordecai hung by the next morning. Imagine the resources and manpower that Haman’s servants would have to muster within such a short time. It’s not the IR or our new block 5 but it definitely required some designing, gathering of manpower and materials. Overnight, Haman had the gallows built… how rash was he?)

(The end… and that’s the end of Esther 5)
Conclusion:

1. This chapter ends with a cliffhanger, what happens next is unclear at this stage. Would Esther be able to save her people, or would the evil plans of Haman succeed? I believe Esther does not know the outcome just yet. She has no idea what is going to happen. Neither do we… if we have not finish the book of Esther

2. Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, we are facing our graduation and some of us already know what we are going to do next while some of us are yet unsure. We are coming to the end of one chapter in our life, and moving towards another. How will it turn out? I have no idea… it is a difficulty and a real problem, to commit to the unknown. Will I succeed in ministry, if success can be measured? Or will I fall away? I have no idea…

3. In the movie, “Facing the Giants”, the coach appeared to be fighting a losing battle as his best player left the football team, his car kept failing, his home seemed to be collapsing and there was some untraceable stench within, the football team couldn’t get a single win, his position as head coach was threatened and he could not give his wife a much wanted child. This man not only had a single insurmountable problem, but he was drowning in difficulties. 

Yet he chose not to quit and take the easy way out. He opened his bible and began to pray. He went before the Lord crying and acknowledges his inability to cope. Slowly but surely, revival began, in the football team, in the college, in the community he lived in. The team began winning, a new car was given to him and as the climax to the show, the team won the state championship and the coach discovered that his wife was pregnant. 

4. Are you facing obstacles that seem too high, too wide, and too far? Do you have problems with seemingly no answers? Are you coming to God in humility or have you pushed him aside in your pride and anxiety?
5. Esther 5 teaches us that when we are facing difficulties and problems of life, we must commit ourselves to the Lord humbly and patiently (MI). In the hard and tough times of life, we must turn to God with humility and patience (MI restated).

6. When my friend’s father suffered a stroke and was diagnosed with cancer, I’m sure he had no idea what would happen next. If you asked me when and how my family would come to know the Lord as savior, I will also tell you I have no idea. Our story continues tomorrow, a new page, a new chapter… but what I and my friend are doing now is simply to wait upon the Lord, humbly and patiently for the new day.

Fellow classmates, our new chapter will begin with our graduation and wherever God places us in ministry. My encouragement for all of us is this “Many things about tomorrow, I don’t seem to understand. But I know who holds tomorrow and I know who holds my hand.”
Let us pray

(Possible Closing Song: I Know Who Holds Tomorrow)
Esther 4:15-5:14 (Exegetical Outline)
Prologue:

Historical Background: 

The story of Esther is set approximately from 483 to 473 bc, this was sometime between the first return to Jerusalem under Zerubbabel and the second under Ezra.  Here was a generation of Jews who could probably still remember the destruction of their homeland, Jerusalem, and the devastation of their temple about 100 years and yet had somehow decided not to return to their homeland when the opportunity was given. 

Historical Foreground: 

While Esther was now Queen of the Persian Kingdom, her people were in trouble as Haman planned to annihilate all the Jewish people. Esther hears of Mordecai’s mourning and sends his servant to find out what happens. When Esther learns of Haman’s ploy to annihilate the Jews, she calls upon all the Jews in Susa to fast with her as she plans to go to the king. 

Esther is now faced with the problem of saving her own people even though she has recently been crowned as Queen. And the instigator of her problems was Haman, also recently raised to the status of honor above all other officials. Haman had problem with the fact that Mordecai, one of the Jews, refused to bow in respect to him.  Esther 5 then demonstrates how Esther and Haman react and handle the problems they have. 

Exegetical Idea: The means by which Esther faced her problems was through humility and patience before God in contrast to Haman’s pride and rashness. 

I. The means by which Esther faced her problems was through humility and patience before God (4:15-5:8).

A. The means by which Esther faced her problems was through humility in fasting and preparation to meet the king(4:15-5:1)

B. The means by which Esther faced her problems was through patience as she waited for the right moment to raise her request(5:2-8)

II. In contrast, the means by which Haman faced his problems was through pride and rashness (5:9-14)

A. The means by which Haman faced his problems was through pride as he gathered his friends and wife to boast of his wealth and status (5:9-13)

B. The means by which Haman faced his problems was through rashness as he built the gallows to have Mordecai hung. (5:14)
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I Have No Idea (Homiletical Outline)
Esther 4:15-5:14 (Simple Inductive-Simple Deductive)

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: I have been facing several problems lately and I would really like to share it with someone who does not have any problems or difficult challenges facing them today. 

(Key Idea: Everyone has problems)

2. Need: It’s almost impossible to think of anyone who does not have any problems of some sort in life. Some problems are short lived, some are long, some are chronic issues and some seem impossible to solve. Share on problems: Mum’s health, friend’s father..

3. Subject: Problems occurs everyday in life and sometimes they seem like insurmountable problems, so what can we do?

4. Background: We have already heard of the problem that the Jews were facing as they faced annihilation through the scheming of Haman. For Esther, she definitely is facing more problems as she is not only a Jew but also the Queen. And Mordecai in his mourning sends a message and challenge to Queen Esther that she needed to exercise faith in going to the king to plead for the lives of her people.

5. Preview: Today we will look at how Queen Esther responded in two ways to the challenge of the problems she encountered, also we will look at how Haman reacted to the problem he faced as we continue our series in the book of Esther. 

(Let’s take a look at what Esther as Queen did…)

III. (The way Esther faced her problems was through humility and patience before God (4:15-5:8))

A. First, Esther humbled herself before God as she surrendered herself to fasting for three days before going to the king. (4:15-5:1)

B. Second, Esther exercised patience in waiting for the right moment to present her request to the king (5:2-8)

C. Martin Luther hid during the Reformation took humility and patience(ILL)

D. Like Queen Esther, when faced with difficult problems and challenges in life, we must commit ourselves before God, first with humility and second with patience. (M.I)

This is contrasted in Esther 5:9-14 by Haman’s demonstration of pride and rashness. 

(Now let us take a look at how Haman reacted to his problem.)

IV. Haman faced his problems through pride and rashness (5:9-14)

A. First, in his pride Haman gathered his friends and wife to boast of his wealth and status after Mordecai continued to disrespect him (5:9-13).

B. Second, Haman was rash in building the gallows overnight to have Mordecai hung (5:14).
(The end… and that’s the end of Esther 5)
Conclusion:

7. This chapter ends with a cliffhanger, what happens next is unclear at this stage. Would Esther be able to save her people, or would Haman’s evil ploy succeed? I believe Esther does not know the outcome just yet. 

8. When we are facing difficulties and problems of life, we must commit ourselves to the Lord humbly and patiently. (MI) Be humble and patient during hard times.(MI restated)

9. (ILL: the coach in the movie, “Facing the Giants”. Faced with overwhelming problems chose to go to God in prayer instead of bailing out.) 

10. Often when we are facing hard times and difficult situations, our first reaction is a sense of helplessness. A sense of not knowing what to do. When my friend’s father suffered a stroke and was diagnose with colon cancer, I’m sure he didn’t know what would happen next. If you asked me when and how my family would ever come to know the Lord, I will tell you I don’t know. (ILL)  I don’t know about tomorrow, but I will be humble and patient before my God who is faithful and true. 

