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: Faithfulness 
Subject
            : God puts us in strategic position for ministry

Purpose
           : His servants will be encouraged to be faithful in their calling for ministry
A CALL TO REMEMBER
Esther 4:1-17
(Simple Deductive)
INTRODUCTION
1. Arouse Interest: After serving in the church for about 6 months, I was asked by my senior pastor to take up leadership in the Worship Team. It was a heavy load for me as the church had just undergone a split a year ago. When I took over, some team members were gradually leaving. In short, the team was in a mess. I asked God, “why is this happening to me? Why did you ask me to lead such a messy team?” 
2. Need: Are you discouraged by what you have gone through in ministry? For example; tired of people not showing up for your bible classes, no body is encouraging what you are doing, but on making criticisms? Youths are giving you a lot of issues. Children are not behaving well in your Sunday schools. 
3. Main Idea: God has placed us strategically for His ministry. Strategic position in ministry fulfills His plan [Restatement]. 
4. Background: In Esther 1, the Jews who lived in Persia were living in peace and prosperity under the rule of King Xerxes. God continually cared for His people by opening the way for Esther to be the queen of Persia and by making Mordecai’s good deed to be recorded. God has placed Esther in this era of history so that when the moment comes, He can preserve the Jews through her. A decree was issued from the King to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews (3:13). Chapter 4 records for us the response towards the king’s edict.  
5. Preview: Today, we will see how God use Mordecai and Esther to preserve the Jews in Persia and its application to our journey in ministry.
6. Restatement: Let see how the conversation between Mordecai and Esther in chapter 4 can be of relation to us.
CONTENTS
(In this chapter, we see that… )
I. God put Mordecai and Esther in strategic position to save the Jews 
[He saved the Jews through His strategic placement of Mordecai and Esther]
A. Mordecai has knowledge of the culture and palace secrets (vv.1-8).

1. Mordecai expressed his grief (vv.1-3).

Read verse
On learning what Haman was plotting, Mordecai expressed his grief and humiliation. He tore his clothing, put on sackcloth, and sprinkled ashes on himself. The public ripping of outer clothing and exposure of inner clothing is virtual nakedness. Clothing is powerfully symbolic. The common movement of public undressing and then redressing in the clothing of death (dust, ashes) symbolizes a change in status and state. Mordecai is humbling himself by voluntarily wearing the clothing of the poor.
2. Mordecai went in front of the king’s gate (vv.4-6).

Some of Esther's maids and eunuchs must have seen Mordecai at the king's gate. They reported his behavior to Esther. She was distressed to learn of Mordecai's sorrow. She sent clothes for him to wear in place of the sackcloth. The reason could be so that he could enter the palace, but he refused to accept them. This may have indicated to Esther that his actions were not caused by personal sorrow but by a public calamity. Since Mordecai would not come to her, Esther sent Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs who had been assigned to attend her, to find out what was troubling Mordecai.
3. Mordecai reveal the secrets behind the king’s edict (vv.7-8).

Read Verse 
Mordecai told the eunuch what had happened that caused him to be in mourning. He told Hathach how much money Haman had agreed to pay into the royal treasury for the privilege of destroying the Jews (cf. 3:11). It is not told how Mordecai learned about the transaction between the king and Haman. He knows the details of Haman’s bargain with the king, including the bribe of ten thousand talents. The exact sum of money indicates the seriousness of the matter. 

B. Esther held a strategic position in the palace that could help save the Jews (vv.9-14).

1. As queen, Esther had access to the King, even thought it could cost her life (vv.9-11).
Read Verse
Since she had not been summoned by the king for a month, Esther did not know whether he would forgive her if she approached him without a royal summons. She may have concluded that she had lost the king's favor. It appears that initially Esther was more concerned about her own welfare than about her people.
2. Esther confronted by Mordecai to approach the King using her royal position (vv. 12-14). 
Mordecai responded by telling Esther that she would not escape Haman's edict against the Jews because she was in the king's house. Mordecai asked the question that has become the classic support of the doctrine of providence as a key to the understanding of the book of Esther: "Who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?" Her exaltation as a queen may have been God's way of obtaining a savior for his people. This confrontation raises two questions:
i. What does Mordecai mean by saying “relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place”?
“From another place” can be construed as a veiled reference to God because in rabbinical Hebrew, God is sometimes referred to as “The Place”. This phrase made by Mordecai is an allusion of God’s intervention, should human agency fail. Mordecai is expressing his confidence that the Jews will not face annihilation, but will be helped through some other human agent. 
ii. Do you think Mordecai was threatening Esther in saying “she and her father’s family will perish” and then leads to an immediate reply to the request? 

Mordecai points that the Jews will be delivered somehow, but Esther’s doom is certain if she fails to act. He could be invoking divine judgment on her for her doubtful apathy toward her people. Subsequently in the whole verse, Mordecai points out that all of her previous circumstance of Esther’s life that led her to the Persian throne may have been just for this moment where she can intercede for her people. Moreover, the conversation was done through a mediator, Hathach, the King’s eunuch. Esther could not have taken note the tone of Mordecai’s expression. 
C. Esther courageously responded to the call (vv.15-17).

1. Esther requested the Jews in Susa to intercede for her (vv.15-16b).
Esther sent a reply to Mordecai, affirming her willingness to risk her life in behalf of her people. She asked him to assemble all the Jews who were in Susa to fast for her for three days and nights. She and her maids would also participate in the fast. Prayer and fasting before God were customary concurrent practices in times of sorrow, anxiety, or penitence. Fasting was usually for one day only. Esther’s three-day fast indicated the seriousness of the matter and her own need of strength. 

2. Esther courageously determined to meet the king (vv.16c-17). 
Read Verse
She would go to the king, even though to do so was contrary to the law. In a final expression of courage and willing submission, she said, "If I perish, I perish." It does not signify resigned fatalism (defeat), but courageous determination. 

(God preserved the Jews in Persia by through Esther and Mordecai. He allocates them in Persia for that very purpose. Similarly,)

II. God puts us in strategic positions for ministry
[He also gives us necessary background in preparation for the ministry]
A. God gives us wisdom in understanding culture. However, we need do our part in studying the culture and act sensitively to the culture. 

[ILL: When I took over leadership in the worship team, I had to study the culture and the dynamics of the team members. Some of them were affected by the church split. A period of time was spent in restoration. From there, the team journeyed into a period of rebuilding] 
Understanding culture also applies for us who will be involved in mission. We are taught in SBC to be culture sensitive and contextualization. As we serve wholeheartedly in propagating the gospel, bear in mind also that we need to be sensitive to the culture and environment around us. 
B. God puts us in a position for His ministry. However, we need to act accordingly to that position in making critical decisions. 
[ILL: From restoration to rebuilding of the team was another challenge. The rebuilding process has caused me to make some critical decisions for the team. One of it was related to team discipline. My pastor told me that if I don’t do it, he can get someone else to do it. He reminded me of my role as a leader – teach and correct. I had to confront a few team members to correct them. What will they think of me? I was worried. Eventually, I confronted them and some were unhappy. They left the team but some stayed.]

Little did I know that the rebuilding process was as tough as the restoration process. As leaders, we are in a position to make decisions that will affect the people whom we are leading / pastoring. 
C. God calls us to serve Him. However, we need to respond courageously to live out our calling. 
[ILL: Like Esther who called the people to fast and prayer for her as she approach the King, I called the team to pray for me as take up the leadership responsibility. To me, it was a serious matter and not an easy task. For nearly two years, I felt so tired and discouraged. Nonetheless, I know that I can’t give up. God’s call for me has been the foundation of this endurance race. Each challenge was an opportunity to reaffirm that call. ]
Friends, it is important that we hold fast to our calling. Some of us could be well-known preachers or theologians, famous counselors, thumbs’ up missionaries, top gospel singers, etc. Do we ask ourselves, why we do what we do now? The answer to that question should be ‘God calls and I responded’. The God who calls is the God who enables. 
(What this whole text is teaching us is…)
CONCLUSION
1. God puts us in strategic position for ministry.[MI] 
2. [Review MPs] As God strategically placed Esther and Mordecai to save the Jews, He places us in strategic positions for ministry. 
3. The silence of God in this chapter (and the whole book) doesn’t describe His absence. It portrays His sovereignty and man’s responsibilities.  
4. God will do His part in fulfilling His redemptive plan (divine sovereignty) and we are to be faithful in the ministry (human responsibility) [ILL: After two years of struggle, the worship team grew into two teams. The team was playing and serving as a team. It also grows as a team; quality and quantity. All were on fire serving the Lord. Many joined the team. I did not see what the Lord was doing until what my pastor told me 2 years ago. When the church started a Saturday service, the worship team was ready because of the two teams’ availability. I realize that the initial years where I was struggling was the years of preparation for what is about to come]
5. The experience has taught me that God placed me there for a purpose. It was not me, but God working through me. This experience also taught me the lesson of shepherding. It has prepared me for what I will be doing after graduation – pastoring. 
6. Many times, we may not understand why we are there to do what we are doing. Friends, we are not called to understand everything but to serve Him faithfully.

7. He is the master of our lives and the commander of the ministry. He holds with Him the “Master Plan”. Our response is “trust and obey”. Therefore, let us be faithful to our “Master and Commander”. There is a call for us to remember. 
Preliminary Questions on Esther 4

Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?
Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews. A decree was issued from the King to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews (3:13). 

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible? 

To describe the interaction of human responsibility and divine sovereignty. God has placed Esther in this era of history so that when the moment comes, He can preserve the Jews (Abrahamic Convent) through her. Esther faces decisions of her future and the destiny of her people. 

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage? 

Esther's first readers constituted the postexilic communities during the time of Nehemiah and Malachi and the inter-testamental period (3rd year reign of Xerxes). The story takes place from 483 to 473 BC between the time of the first return under Zerubbabel (538 BC) and the second under Ezra (458 BC).  Without Esther, the Scripture would remain silent as to the state of the majority of post-exilic Jews who chose to remain in Babylon when a small remnant of their brothers returned to the land.  Why did they remain?  They were prospering materially and therefore saw nothing but hard work by returning to Jerusalem, a city that lacked even walls. Esther reveals that God even graciously cared for these spiritually indifferent Jews whose priorities needed rearranging.

The Jews in Persia faces a grave crisis. Their success has attracted so much jealousy that a powerful man, Haman who is leading a conspiracy to kill every Jew in the Land. Mordecai convinces Esther to risk her life to save the Jews by indicating that God had placed her as queen for this purpose but that even if she fails to do it then He will deliver His people by another means in faithfulness to the Abrahamic Covenant.

Verses

Questions

1

Why did Mordecai tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes?

These gestures are typical lamentation rituals enacted in the wake of death or calamity. Rituals are words of laments may be, ultimately expressions of hope. It was Mordecai expression of grief. 

1, 3

What is the significance of putting on sackcloth and ashes? 

The public ripping of outer clothing and exposure of inner clothing is virtual nakedness. Sackcloth, the inner garment, is a synonym for nakedness in Micah 1:8. Clothing is powerfully symbolic. The common movement of public undressing and then redressing in the clothing of death (dust, ashes) symbolizes a change in status and state. Mordecai is humbling himself by voluntarily wearing the clothing of the poor. At the heart of mourning ritual is the theme of death. Death is symbolized by the dust and ashes. When mourners lie in them and sprinkle them on their heads, they are dramatizing the state of death. 

7
Why was there an emphasis in mentioning the amount of money paid for the Jews’ destruction?

 

Mordecai demonstrates that he knows the secrets of the palace. He knows the details of Haman’s bargain with the king, including the bribe of ten thousand talents. The exact sum of money indicates the seriousness of the matter. 

14

What does Mordecai means by saying “relief and deliverance for the Jews     
 

will arise from another place”? 

“From another place” can be construed as a veiled reference to God because in rabbinical Hebrew, God is sometimes referred to as “The Place”. This phrase made by Mordecai is an allusion of God’s intervention, should human agency fail. Mordecai is expressing his confidence that the Jews will not face annihilation, but will be helped through some other human agent. 

14

Was Mordecai threatening Esther in saying “she and her father’s family will 
 

perish” and then leads to an immediate reply to the request? 

Mordecai points that the Jews will be delivered somehow, but Esther’s doom is certain if she fails to act. He could be invoking divine judgment on her for her doubtful apathy toward her people. Subsequently in the whole verse, Mordecai points out that all of her previous circumstance of Esther’s life that led her to the Persian throne may have been just for this moment where she can intercede for her people. 

16

Any significance for fasting three days? 

Fasting was usually for one day only. Esther’s three-day fast indicated the seriousness with she regarded the emergency and her own need of strength. 

16

Meaning of “If I perish, I perish” 



It does not signify resigned fatalism, but courageous determination. 

Exegetical Outline – Esther 4:1-17 
Prologue: 

Chapter 3 portrays Haman’s plot to destroy the Jews. This leads to a decree issued by the King to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews (3:13). Chapter 4 describes the Jewish response to Haman’s scheme. Mordecai approach Esther to beg and plead for mercy for her people from the king. God has placed Esther in this era of history so that when the moment comes, He can preserve the Jews through her.
I. The way God preserved the Jews in Persia was by giving Mordecai knowledge of the culture and palace secrets to appeal before Esther (vv.1-8).

A. Mordecai expressed his grief by tearing his clothes, putting on sackcloth and ashes as part of the culture’s lament rituals (vv.1-3).

B. Mordecai met Hathach to explain his grief in front of the king’s gate knowing that no one is allowed to enter the king’s gate wearing sackcloth (vv.4-6).

C. Mordecai told Hathach about the king’s edict, including the sum of money paid to the royals as evidence for Esther’s appeal before the king (vv.7-8).

II. The way God preserved the Jews in Persia was through Esther’s royal position in the palace (vv.9-14).

A. Esther is aware of the royal rules that anyone who approaches the king without being summoned will be put to death (vv.9-11).

B. Mordecai confronted Esther that her royal position in the palace will enable her to beg and plead for mercy for her people from the king (vv.12-14).

III. The way God preserved the Jews in Persia was through the Jew’s fasting and Esther’s courageous response to meet the king (vv.15-17).

A. Esther requested the Jews in Susa to fast three days as an act of intercession for her (vv.15-16b).

B. Esther courageously decided to meet the king after the fast even without being summoned by him (vv.16c-17).

Exegetical Idea: 

The ways God preserved the Jews in Persia was by giving Mordecai knowledge of the culture and palace secrets to convince Esther to plead mercy from the king. 
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Homiletical Outline 
A Call to Remember 

Esther 4:1-17 (Simple Deductive)
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest:  Discouragement in worship team ministry – members leaving. 

2. Need: Are you discouraged by what you have gone through in ministry? [Examples]  

3. MI: God has placed us strategically for His ministry [Restate]
4. Background: In Esther 1, the Jews who lived in Persia were living in peace and prosperity under the rule of King Xerxes. God continually cared for His people by opening the way for Esther to be the queen of Persia and by making Mordecai’s good deed to be recorded. God has placed Esther in this era of history so that when the moment comes, He can preserve the Jews through her. A decree was issued from the King to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews (3:13). Chapter 4 records for us the response towards the king’s edict.  

5. Preview: Today, we will see how God use Mordecai and Esther preserved the Jews in Persia and its application to our ministry journey.
6. Restatement: Let see how the conversation between Mordecai and Esther in chapter 4 can be of relation to us. 

(In this chapter, we see that….)

III. God put Mordecai and Esther in strategic position to save the Jews 
[He saved the Jews through His strategic placement of Mordecai and Esther] 
A. Mordecai had knowledge of the culture and palace secrets (1-8).

1. Mordecai expressed his grief (1-3).

2. Mordecai went in front of the king’s gate (4-6).

3. Mordecai revealed the secrets behind the king’s edict (7-8).

B. Esther held a strategic position in the palace that could help save the Jews (9-14).

1. As queen, Esther had access to the King, even thought it could cost her life (9-11).

2. Esther confronted by Mordecai to approach the King using her royal position (12-14). 

C. Esther courageously responded to the call (15-17).

1. Esther requested the Jews in Susa to intercede for her (15-16b).

2. Esther courageously determined to meet the king (16c-17). 

(God preserved the Jews in Persia by through Esther and Mordecai. He allocates them in Persia for that very purpose. Similarly,)

IV. God puts us in strategic positions for ministry
[He also gives us necessary background in preparation for the ministry] 
A. God gives us wisdom in understanding culture but we need do our part in studying the culture and act sensitively to the culture. [ILL: Aware of the Worship Team culture] 

B. God puts us in a position for His ministry but we need to act accordingly to that position in making critical decisions. [ILL: Making critical decisions for Worship Team]

C. God calls us to serve Him but we need to respond courageously to live out our calling. [ILL: Be responsible for the Worship Team]

(What this whole text is teaching us is…)
Conclusion

1. God puts us in strategic positions for ministry.[MI] 

2. [Review MPs] As God strategically placed Esther and Mordecai to save the Jews, He places us in strategic positions for ministry. 

3. The silence of God in this chapter doesn’t describe His absence. It portrays His sovereignty and man’s responsibilities. 
4. God will do His part in fulfilling His redemptive plan (divine sovereignty) and we are to be faithful in the ministry (human responsibility) [ILL: Worship team growth]. 

5. This experience has taught me that God placed me there for a purpose; beyond what I can see. 
6. We may not understand why we are there to do what we are doing. He is the master of our lives and the commander of the ministry. He holds with Him the “Master Plan”. 

7. Let us be faithful to our “Master and Commander”. There is a call for us to remember. 
1

