Expository Sermon Manuscript
His Ways Are Not Our Ways
Esther 3 (Cyclical Inductive)

Topic
:
His Ways Are Not Our Ways
Subject
:
How can God show His loving-kindness to us?

Complement
:
God can use anyone, even an evil man and also difficult circumstances.
Purpose
:
The listeners will be able to see that God can use even the enemy and difficult circumstances to show His loving-kindness to them.
Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: There are many ways we can express/show our love/care to others. We can show our love through our words, through our actions by giving presents, flowers to our girlfriend or spouse, or just simply by giving attention. (ILL)
a. Just as we have various kinds of ways to show our love to our loved ones, I believe that God also has many ways to show His great love to us: by providing for our needs, by blessing our studies and ministry, by giving us good health, etc.

b. But then, what if the situation is exactly the opposite? Suddenly one of our family members falls sick and has to be hospitalized; we face a lot of problems and disappointments in our ministry; we can’t get along with our ministry co-workers; we can’t finish our assignments on time; our grades are getting lower and lower, etc. When all these things happened, are these still evidences of God’s love?

2. Dear friends, are you experiencing any problem in your life that makes you feel that God does not love you anymore right now? Would you like to know some of the ways how God can show His loving-kindness to us? (raise needs)
3. Subject: Today we'll learn two ways of how God can show His loving-kindness to us from the Book of Esther.
4. Background: Let us turn our Bible to Esther chapter 3. But before that, I will explain briefly the background of this chapter.
a. Last Tuesday, we have learned that in chapter 1, the Jews who lived in Persia were living in peace and prosperity under the rule of King Xerxes.
b. Then, in chapter 2, we have seen how God had continually cared for His people by opening the way for Esther, a Jewess, to be the queen of Persia and by making Mordecai’s good deed to be recorded.
5. Preview: Today's passage will show two ways of how God can show His loving-kindness to us.
(First,…)

I. God can use anyone, even an evil man, to show His loving-kindness to us. [God lets evil people get power to show His love to us]
(In verse one of this chapter, we can see that…)

A. God allowed Haman, the Agagite, to sit on a high position in the Persian Kingdom (v. 1).

1. This is the first time when Haman’s name is mentioned in this Book. Haman is introduced here as the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite.
(What is the significance of Haman as the son of Hammedathe, the Agagite?)

2. From 1 Samuel 15, we learn that “the Agagite” in verse 1 here refers to Agag, the king of the Amalekites, who was defeated by Saul and put to death by Samuel. From other OT passages such as Exodus and Numbers, we can further learn that the Amalekites were the ancient enemy of the Jews.
In the Book of Esther itself, the writer has actually given a hint about Haman’s ancestry, by giving additional information of him, as “the enemy of the Jews” (Est. 3:10; 9:24). This explains why later on, when Mordecai refused to pay honor to him, he wanted not only to kill Mordecai, but all the Jews in the kingdom.
As the story goes by, we can see later on, that just like God used the evil king, Pharaoh, in the Book of Exodus, God also used Haman to show His people of His power and loving-kindness to them.
B. Our God is a sovereign God, who can use anyone, even our “enemy,” to fulfill His plans in our lives and also to show His loving-kindness to us.
My father once served in a church in Jakarta as a minister. For no reason, the senior pastor just did not like him. My father was not allowed to hold any leadership position, not even as a youth pastor, though he had been actively serving in the youth ministry and there was a need for a youth pastor; he was not allowed to preach in other churches for no reason; basically he was treated unjustly.
However, one day, my father got an offer to serve in a church in Kalimantan, and after praying over it with my mother, they decided to accept the offer. When he told the senior pastor about this, he seemed to be happy and let him go easily. My father never regretted his decision to move to Kalimantan, for he could serve God more effectively than before, and now, he is pastoring a church of about 300 people. Indeed, God can use anyone, even our “enemy,” to fulfill His plans in our lives. [ILL]
(We have seen that one of the ways God can show His loving-kindness to us is by using anyone, even an evil man like Haman. Secondly,…)

II. God can use difficult circumstances in our lives to show His love to us. [God allows evil people to use their power against us to show His love to us]
A. Mordecai refused to pay honor to Haman (vv. 2-4). Therefore, Haman became angry and even planned to kill Mordecai and all the Jews (vv. 5-6).
This is most likely due to the hundreds of year enmity or hatred between Haman’s ancestors, the Amalekites, with Mordecai’s ancestors, the Jews.

B. Haman cast a lot to decide the right time to kill all the Jews (v. 7). After that, he went to the king and asked for the king’s approval to kill all the Jews (vv. 8-9).
C. Haman wrote an edict to annihilate all the Jews throughout the Persian Kingdom after his request to kill all the Jews was granted by the king (vv. 10-15).
Here, we can see that the Jews are facing a very difficult circumstance. Their whole race is going to be wiped out soon. Nevertheless, in the next few chapters, we will see how God used this difficult situation to show how God still cared for His people.
D. When we face difficult circumstances in our lives, it does not mean that God is abandoning or is angry at us. He might use those difficult circumstances to show how great His love is to us.
As most of you know, last semester I faced a very, very difficult situation. In August, my mother was diagnosed with a tumor. When I learned about it, I could not accept it. I felt that God did not love me for letting this to happen. However, as I looked back now, I can see how God’s love has been so real in my life. Through my mother’s sickness, I could see how He showed His love to me through people: friends in SBC, in church, and all my other friends elsewhere. Indeed, God can use difficult circumstances in our life to show how great His love is to us. [ILL]
Conclusion

1. So what are the two ways of how God can show His loving-kindness to us? [Subject restated]

2. God can use anyone, even an evil man, and difficult circumstances in our lives to show His loving-kindness to us. (Main Idea)
3. Are you facing difficult circumstances in your live at this moment? Or, is there any “Haman” in your life who always gives you a hard time and makes your life become miserable? Do not worry. Pray to God and ask Him to give you the strength to be able to go through the difficult situation that you might be facing now. (Application)
4. Someone said that God’s love for us is not a love that always exempt us from trials, but rather, a love that sees us through trials, and I believe it is true.
5. My prayer is that from today onwards, each time we encounter “Haman” in our lives and each time we face a difficult circumstance, we will not be easily disappointed, give up, and start to blame and question God. Remember, God might use that “Haman” and also the difficult circumstances to show His great love to us.
POSSIBLE ILLUSTRATIONS

1. Various kinds of ways to express/show love to others.
2. My father’s ministry experience in Jakarta.

3. My mother’s illness.
4. 
Quote: God’s love for us is not a love that always exempt us from trials, but rather, a love that sees us through trials, and I believe it is true.
Exegetical Outline
Esther 3

Prologue:

At this time, many of the post-exilic Jews had apparently made a comfortable life for themselves in the land of exile, Persia, under the reign of King Xerxes, and therefore, chose to remain there when a small number of their brothers returned to their own land, Jerusalem. Thus they were living in disobedience. Nevertheless, because of God’s commitment to the Abrahamic Covenant, He still remembered them and even showed His providential care for them through Mordecai and Esther, who became the queen of Persia in chapter 2.

Exegetical Idea:

The way God showed His providential care for His people was by allowing Haman, the Jews’ enemy, to sit on a high position in the Persian kingdom and design a plot to kill all the Jews.

I. (1) The way God showed His providential care for His people was by allowing Haman, the enemy of the Jews, to sit on a high position in the Persian kingdom.

II. (2-15) The way God showed His providential care for His people was by allowing Haman to design a plot to kill all the Jews.

A. (2-7) Haman became angry at Mordecai for not paying honor to him and thus, planned to kill Mordecai and all the Jews.
B. (8-15) Haman wrote an edict to annihilate all the Jews throughout the Persian Kingdom after his request to kill all the Jews was granted by the king.
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Homiletical Outline
His Ways are Not Our Ways

Esther 3 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction

4. Arouse Interest: [ILL: Many ways to express/show love to others]
5. Need: Dear friends, are you experiencing any problem in your life that makes you feel that God does not love you anymore right now?

     Would you like to know some of the ways how God can show His love to us?

6. Subject: Today we'll learn two ways God can show His love to us from the Book of Esther.
7. Background: In Esther chapter 1, the Jews who lived in Persia were living in peace and prosperity under the rule of King Xerxes. Then, in chapter 2, God continually cared for His people by opening the way for Esther to be the queen of Persia and by making Mordecai’s good deed to be recorded.
8. Preview: Today's passage will show two ways God can show His loving-kindness to us. First,… (transition)

I. God lets evil people get power to show His loving-kindness to us.

A. God allowed Haman, the Agagite, to sit on a high position in the Persian kingdom (v. 1).
B. Our God is a sovereign God, who can use anyone, even our “enemy,” to fulfill His plans in our lives and also to show His loving-kindness to us. [ILL: My father’s ministry experience]
(We have seen that one of the ways how God can show His loving-kindness towards us is by using anyone, even an evil man like Haman. Secondly,…)

II. God allows evil people to use their power against us to show His love to us.

A. Mordecai refused to pay honor to Haman (vv. 2-4). Therefore, Haman became angry and even planned to kill Mordecai and all the Jews (vv. 5-6).
B. Haman cast a lot to decide the right time to kill all the Jews (v. 7). After that, he went to the king and asked for the king’s approval to kill all the Jews (vv. 8-9).

C. Haman wrote an edict to annihilate all the Jews throughout the Persian Kingdom after his request to kill all the Jews was granted by the king (vv. 10-15).
D. When we face difficult circumstances in our lives, it does not mean that God is abandoning or is angry at us. He might use those difficult circumstances to show how great His love is toward us. [ILL: My mother’s illness]
Conclusion

1. So what are the two ways of how God can show His loving-kindness to us? (Subject restated)

2. God grants evil people power to cause us hardship to show His love to us. (Main Idea)

3. Are you facing difficult circumstances in your live at this moment? Or, is there any “Haman” in your life who always gives you a hard time and makes your life become miserable? Do not worry. Pray to God and ask Him to give you the strength to be able to go through the difficult situation that you might be facing now. (Application)

4. Someone said that God’s love for us is not a love that always exempt us from trials, but rather, a love that sees us through trials, and I believe it is true.
5. My prayer is that starting from today, each time we encounter “Haman” in our lives and each time we face difficult circumstance, we will not be easily disappointed, give up, and start to blame and question God. Remember, God might use that “Haman” and also the difficult circumstances to show His great love to us.

