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              Vincent Lee # 2 (119)
Living In The Will Of God
Esther 2 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: Good morning, have you ever thought of what God will call you to do in future? Would that be something very different from what you are doing now? Ten years ago I was a regular army officer but God called me to fulltime ministry in the church and after six years He called me to study in SBC. What is He calling me to do? I do not know for sure.
2. Need: The fact is that while we believe that God has a specific purpose in our lives but His presence and direction may not be as obvious all the times. This is especially so when the going is tough. We may be tempted to doubt God and go our own ways.
3. Subject: This morning, I am going to talk about how we can live in the will of God?
4. Background: In Esther chapter 1, God made use of King Xerxes’ power to remove Queen Vasthi when she disobeyed his command. The stage is set for a new queen to be chosen. Who will be the privileged one to take Queen Vashti’s place is anybody’s guess. But this is crucial for the Jews as yet unknown to them (only God knows) is a wicked plot to kill all the Jews. What will God do?
5. Preview: In Chapter 2, the author tells us that God did two things to prepare Esther and Mordecai for the mission to rescue His people. The two things God did will defeat the evil plot and save the Jews from destruction. What are the two things God have done to rescue the Jews?
(Firstly, God prepared Esther and Mordecai for the mission to rescue the Jews when..)

I. God made Esther Queen of Persia (2:1-18) – two phases – preparation & selection

A.
In verse 1-15, God provided Esther with the help needed to be chosen as Queen of Persia in the following ways: 

1.
He made the king to accept the proposal of his personal attendants to search for a new queen (1-4)


2.
He made Mordecai to adopt Esther as his daughter when her parents died and nurture her well (5-7)

3.
He made Esther to be drafted into the Harem (house of women) and made Hegai who took charge of all the young virgins to favour Esther and assigned seven maids to serve her (8-9)

4.
He made Mordecai to pay close attention to Esther and made Esther to obey Mordecai’s instruction not to reveal her Jewish identity (10-11)

5.
He made Hegai to give good advice to Esther and Esther to follow his advice closely (12-15) 

From the proposal to search for a new queen to getting Esther ready to appear before the 

king, God moved different people to ensure that Esther is drafted, well cared for,

well advised, and well guided to do what is right and necessary to secure her selection. It is also important 

for us to note that Mordecai did well in his duty as foster parent to Esther and Esther 

behaved well under his care. And they were wise enough to follow Hegai’s advice as he 

had worked for the king and knew exactly what is best for the occasion. Esther and 

Mordecai were wise and obedience in their personal conduct in such a stressful situation as this is not an ordinary contest. If Esther is not selected, she will become one of the many secondary wives of the king for 

the rest of her life. While God provides what is necessary, His people did what is right 

and proper. 

B.
Do you think God also uses people to help in your lives and ministry?

Can you identify them? What about the person who lead you to Christ? The Pastor who minister to you? The friend who helped you in times of need? The person who gives you advice on how to live? What about our lecturers God called to teach in SBC? While you are being helped by others, do you also treat them with respect and accord them with cooperation needed? 

(In spite of all the right things Esther and Mordecai had done, the final decision still lies in the hand of the king, who can influence the king? None other than God Himself, …)


C.
God made King Xerxes to favour Esther. 

In 16-18, the author tells us that when the king saw Esther, he fell in love with her and immediately crowned her queen and threw a great banquet, proclaimed a holiday and distributed gifts to all his people. Only God can make King Xerxes to do all these things. And more importantly, God had elevated Esther from an exile orphan Jews to be the favourite queen of the great empire of Persia. Now Esther is given the power to act for her people she never dreamt of before.

D.
God can also give us the credibility needed to do His will. 

We should never discount what God can give us to do. Some of you here may be pastor or leader in the church, or bishop, archbishop, or president of big organization to do big things for God. Until then, we should do our parts as faithful students of SBC. 

(After Esther became Queen of Persia, God did one more thing in preparing Esther and Mordecai for the mission of rescuing the Jews when …)

II. God put Mordecai’s good deed on record (2:19-23) – we see both of them work in harmony

A. In 19-20, the author tells us that Esther continued to obey Mordecai’s instructions.  

An excellent testimony of obedience and respect because Esther is now the queen of Persia but she is not proud and complacent to disregard her uncle’s instruction not to reveal her Jewish identity. She may lose her crown or put her life and the lives of others in danger if she reveals her identity.  She must not forget her responsibility.

B. In the same manner, God expect us to be obedient children regardless of our status. We must remain humble for the good of the people around us. When I was doing the airborne jump, every jumper regardless of rank and seniority must obey the instruction of the jumpmaster who may be of the lower rank. If anyone of us disobeyed the jumpmaster’s instruction, the lives of other jumpers may be compromised. As we serve the Lord together, it is prudent and proper for everyone of us to remain obedient and respectful to one another.

(As Esther and Mordecai worked well together, ..)

C. God made the good deed of Mordecai to be recorded. In 21-23, the author tells us that God made Mordecai to be able to receive the news of an evil plot to kill the king and caused him to report through Esther to the king and his loyal effort was recorded and witnessed by the king. Esther made it clear that the credit goes to Mordecai.

D. Likewise, God expects us to stand for what is right and reject what is wrong.

Do you have the courage to speak up against evil deeds or injustice? Do you raise objection when casino is planned for Singapore? Do you give credits due to your fellow workers or claim credits for works done by others? People may not know what you did but God will not miss our every act and motive.

The example of Esther and Mordecai teaches us to:

1. Live a righteous living so that God can use us for His purpose, and that

2. It is team work & cooperation that will make us strong and effective in our ministry, especially when we face the world. We must be accountable and care for one another for God’s glory. 

With Esther installed as queen and Mordecai’s good deed of saving the king recorded. The stage is set to tackle the next wicked plot to destroy the Jews.

So what have we learnt from chapter 2 about living in God’s will?

(The way in which God prepared Esther and Mordecai shows that …)

Conclusion

1. God is sovereign and He is in control of all situations for the fulfilment of His plan. He is interested and attentive to our lives. 

2. Therefore, we should live our lives in obedience to Him and trust Him to care for us especially in times of trials and testing. [MI] 

Corrie Ten Boom in her best-selling book The Hiding Place, tells of the tense times in Holland during the German invasion. One particular night she tossed restlessly in her bed while war planes growled overhead, shattering the blackness with fiery artillery. After awhile she heard her sister downstairs in the kitchen; and because sleep would not come, she went down for a cup of tea. They talked until the night was still again and the sound of fighters died away. Explosions had ripped nearby, but now all was quiet. Stumbling through the darkness to her room, Miss Ten Boom reached out to pat her pillow before lying down. Suddenly she felt something sharp cutting her hand. It was a jagged piece of metal ten inches long. She cried out for her sister and raced down the stairs with the shrapnel shard in her hand. While Betsie bandaged her hand she kept saying, “On your pillow.” Corrie responded, “Betsie, if I hadn’t heard you in the kitchen ..” To this the saintly sister replied, “Don’t say it, Corrie! There are no if’s in God’s world. The center of His will is our safety. Later through the trying time in a Nazi prison, Miss Ten Boom was to learn over and over this marvellous truth – “God’s will is our hiding place.”

3. The example of Esther and Mordecai also teaches us that our safety is found in God’s will not our will (Rom. 8:28-29). 

4. Whatever the situation we are in, we must continue to seek God’s guidance and do what a Christian should do whether we sense God’s presence or not [MI restated]. 
5. [Review MPs] We are assured of God’s care. God cares for people through people, and He expects us to live in obedience to Him - When we do what we can, God will do what we can’t to accomplish His plan.

6. We are privileged to fit into His plan. [Exhortation/application]

a. Thank God for the people He sent to shape our lives and prepare us for the challenges ahead.

b. Be assured that God never gives us anything bigger to do than we have resources to handle. We can trust God for our tomorrow because God is already there. 

7. Closing song “God Never Move Without Purpose Or Plan” & Prayer

Exegetical Outline for Esther 2
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Prologue: Esther chapter 1 shows us how Queen Vasthi was banished when she disobeyed the king’s command, and how the common folks suffered when the king’s closest officials manipulated and exploited the situation to please the king for their selfish gains. Not only the queen was removed, the already marginalized women folks in the Persian Empire suffered another round of oppression as the king decrees all husbands to rule over their wives. In other words, people in general are powerless. They constantly live under the threat of danger and uncertainties as they do not know when and how the king or his closest officials will turn on their anger again. In chapter 2, the threat of danger comes to certain exiled-Jews - Esther and her uncle Mordecai. 

Exegetical Idea (CPT): The response of Esther and Mordecai to life-threatening situation was to follow wise counsel and do their rightful duties. 

I. (2:1-11)
 The response of Esther and Mordecai to life-threatening situation was to do their rightful duties.

A.
(2: 1-4) The purpose for searching for a new queen was to please the king. 
B.  
(2:5-11) The response of Esther and Mordecai to difficult situation was to do what is right.

1. (2:5-7) The reason Mordecai adopted Esther as his own daughter was because she was an orphan.

2. (2:8-9) The reason Hegai favoured Esther was because he was pleased with her and her conduct. 

3. (2:10) The reason Esther did not disclose her Jewish identity was because she wanted to obey Mordecai’s instructions.

4. (2:11) The reason Mordecai paid close attention to Esther was because he wanted to provide her with immediate help.

II. (2:12-18)
The reason that Esther was chosen Queen of Persia was because she adhered to the counsel of Hegai. 

A.
(2:12-14) The condition by which a girl was chosen as queen was when the king was pleased with her. 

B.
(2:15-18) The reason for Esther to be chosen as queen was because she took the advice of Hegai.

III.
(2:19-23)   The response of Esther and Mordecai to difficult situation was to do what is right and proper.

A. (2:19-20) Esther did not disclose her Jewish identity.

B. (2:21-23) Mordecai exposed the plot against the king.

Sources:

a. Jobes H. Karen, The New NIV Application Commentary, Zondervan Publishing House, 1999

b. Balwin G. Joyce, The Introduction and Commentary, Tyndale Old Testament Commentary, IVP, 1984.

c. NIV Bible Library Expositor’s Commentary, 1989.

d. Clines J. D., The New Century Bible Commentary, Wm.B.Eerdmens Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, 1984.

e. The New Interpreter’s Bible Volume III, Abingdon Press, 1999.
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Living In the Will of God
Esther 2 (Cyclical Inductive)

Introduction

1. Arouse Interest: If you are diagnosed with cancer, what would you do? Tendency is to find quick fix or miraculous cure? [Example: Doctor’s advice in the Straits Times on 16 Jan – do your part]

2. Need: As children of God, we are assured of God’s loving care in all situations but experience tells us that God’s presence with us is not obvious most of the times.

3. Subject: How then should we respond when life is in danger?[Subject]

4. Background: In chapter 1, power struggle in the palace has resulted in the sacking of the queen, and in chapter 2, the king has decided to choose a new queen, and Esther is one of the many young virgins drafted into the Harem to await the selection by the king. 

5. Preview: Today, we shall learn how Esther and Mordecai responded in dangerous times by doing what is their rightful duty and following wise counsel, while God prepares them for the mission to rescue their people [MI]. 

6. Restatement: In other words, while God carries out His plan, Esther and Mordecai do His will.  
(As we see at the beginning of the chapter,..)
I. God protected Esther from danger when she was drafted into the harem (2:1-11)

A.
Esther was drafted to please the king (2: 1-4) 
B.
We are not spared from unreasonable treatment in this world

C.
Esther and Mordecai were kept safe and well as they lived in obedience to God (2: 5-11)


1.
Mordecai adopted Esther when she became an orphan (2:5-7)


2.
We should care for the parentless (1Tim 5:8)


3.
Hegai favoured Esther (2: 8-9)

4.
We should nurture the young for God’s glory (Matt 5:16)


5.
Esther and Mordecai cared and respected each other (2: 10-11)


6.
We should uphold our Christian virtues even in trying times 

(The Chamberlain not only favoured Esther, but the king also favoured her in the following verses)
     II.        God promoted Esther to be the Queen of Persia (2:12-18)

E. The challenge for the young virgins was to win king’s favour (2:12-14)

F. We should expect situations in life when we are hard-pressed for wisdom to act.
G. Esther followed Hegai’s advice and won the king’s heart (2:15-18)

H. We should humbly seek God’s guidance and Godly counsel in times of crisis

(God not only protected Esther and promoted her, …)

III. God prepared Esther and Mordecai for the rescue of the Jewish people (2:19-23)
C. Esther did not disclose her Jewish identity (2:19-20)

D. We should not be proud or complacent when we are promoted [ILL: Airborne Jump]

E. Mordecai’s good deed was recorded (2:21-23)

F. We should be courageous to stand for what is right

(The way in which God protected, promoted, and prepared Esther and Mordecai as they lived and acted wisely and obediently, clearly shows that …)

Conclusion

8. In a crisis situation, we must trust the sovereign God to care for us, at the same time, we must continue to do what a Christian should do whether we sense God’s presence or not. When we do what we can, God will do what we can’t.[MI restated]

9. [Exhortation/Application]  We also learnt from Esther 2 that:
a. God cares for people through people – we are privileged to fit into His plan.

b. God never gives us anything bigger to do than we have resources to handle.
c. Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. Fear not tomorrow. God is already there. We can glory in tribulation (Rom 5:3)
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