Lee Sang Oh (#96)                                                           Homiletics II

Bachelor of Theology 4                                                    Dr. Rick Griffith

Sermon Manuscript
“Invisible Hand”
Esther 1

Intro:         Few days ago, I went to business office to pay 50% of my tuition fees and 
1. Arouse      graduation fee. I was told someone paid 1,000 dollars for my tuition fee. I 
Interest by     was surprised and thanked God’s providing because I was spending difficult 

surprise       time because of finance tightness. I could pay whole fees. I prayed for the one who paid for me even I do not know who he or she is. I was really encouraged and felt that God cares for me and my family
2: Raise      When God’s obvious work is seen, like one brother or sister cured from 

Need        incurable disease, we felt God is here and He is working. However, when God does not seem to work in our eyes, do you still believe God is here and God is working?
3: Subject    How can we know God is working when we don’t see God’s hand working?

4: Bkgrd    The people of God were exiled to Babylon when Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C. God punished them because of their disobedience to God. While they were in exile to Babylon, Babylon fell to Persia in 539 B.C. by the first king of Persia. God’s punishment did not last forever. God planed to recover his people because of covenant with his people. The story took place between the first return under Zerubbabel (538 BC) and the second under Ezra (458 BC). The events of the book are set in Susa during the reign of Xerxes, the 4th king of Persia (486-465 B.C.), whose empire reached from India to Ethiopia. In the time of Xerxes, some of Jews returned to Jerusalem already and the temple was rebuilt and remaining Jews lived in Persia. They still did not have their own king. They were under pagan king’s rule. Jews’ fate was in the hand of the king of Persia.
5: Preview   Today’s passage will show two ways that God’s invisible hand works.
R, Passage   Esther 1 will reveal us two ways God works behind the scene.

T, MPI      In the first nine verses of Esther chapter 1 you will see God’s invisible hand works by using unbelieving rulers to care for his people.
R          God works behind the scene by using non-Christian leaders.
A           God used the king Xerxes’ decision to give two great banquets to take care for Jews
vv.1-2       These two verses show how big and powerful the king Xerxes’ kingdom was. He was the most powerful king in the world at that time.
vv.3-9       Verses three to nine, the author described two great banquets which given by the king Xerxes. The king gave two great banquets to show his kingdom majesty and power. One banquet was 180 days long for the king’s key people. The other banquet was 7 days long for all people who lived in citadel of Susa. The king allowed people to enjoy themselves as they want in the banquets those were very luxury. What do these banquets tells us? It seems that the banquets had nothing to do with God’s care for Jewish people. However, because of the banquet which the king Xerxes gave, God prepared for the way for Esther for replace to take care of Jewish people. God used the pagan king to care for Jewish people.
T, APP      Like God used the pagan king in the time of Esther, God can use unbelieving ruler to care for us today. We tend not to see God uses so called “evil government” However, even it may not be obvious, God is using evil government to care for his people. 
ILL       Christians in China, they still do not have religious freedom because
(Christianity  their government is not allowing let them have a religious freedom. The

in China)    government persecutes Christians so Christians in China are suffering. Then, in what sense, God uses the government to care for his people? Although persecution is not God’s intention, God uses that situation that Christians to stand firm in the faith and grow in the Lord and keep their faith alive.
T          God’s invisible hand not only works by using unbelieving rulers but also…
II          God’s invisible hand works by using individuals’ decision to care for his people.
A          God used the kings’ wrong motive and the queen’s decisions to prepare the way for Esther to replace Vashti
vv.10-11     Let’s see verse 10 and 11. These verses shows the king Xerxes was in his high spirits from wine. He commanded the seven eunuchs who served him to bring the queen Vashti before him in order to show beauty of his wife in front of many people. The king’s command for Vashti was not planed. The king did command spontaneously because he was in his high spirit from wine. Besides, he wanted to make boast of his wife’s beauty.
v. 12        “But when the attendants delivered the king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned with anger.” This verse provides change of the mood of the banquet. The king was in high spirits before he commanded the queen to show her beauty. However, when he heard the queen’s refusal, he was burned with anger.
Explain      Some commentators suggest that the queen Vashti had to appear naked in front of the people. The Bible does not give an answer why the queen Vashti refused the king’s command. Whatever the reason, the Bible clearly says she refused king’s command.
vv.13-22     These verses show consequences of the queen Vashti’s disobedient to king’s command.

vv.13-15    The king asked the wise men for advice how to deal with the disobedient.
vv.16-22     Let’s look at verses 16 to 22.

vv.19       One of the wise men whose name was Memucan suggested that the queen Vashti should be deposed. Let’s see v.19. “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. Also let the king give her royal position to someone who is better that she.”
v.21        “The king and his nobles were pleased with this advice, so the king did as Memucan proposed.” We can see what decision was. The king did as the wise man’s advice.

Summary     This portion of the text shows that the king’s spontaneous command to 
vv.13-22     his wife to show her beauty before the people, the queen Vashti’s refusal, acceptance of advice of one of the wise men, Memucan, and eventually, Vashti’s dethronement. God uses each character’s decision to care for his people.
APP        God uses bad decision of others to care for us. God uses wrong decision of others whether the decision was by Christian or non-Christian. God uses human’s decision to care for his people even it is bad one.
ILL        One Sunday morning service in a local church in Sri Lanka was 
(A church    Interrupted by one group of people. One Buddhist monk brought the group
in Sri Lanka)  of young people to threat believers to drive out the church from the village. Two young men bit church workers and broke furniture in the house church. Few days later, two young men were killed. One was killed by motorcycle accident and the other killed by falling from a lorry.
Big T       So what’s Esther 1’s key point? This whole passage basically says…
MI         God’s invisible hand uses unbelieving rulers and individual’s mistakes to care for his people.

R          Do not be discouraged even when you cannot see God’s providential care in the lives of people and governing authority.

APP       Like what God’s people experienced God providential care in the time of Esther, we can also experience his care because we are his people. What we need to do is to trust God and God’s providential care for our lives.
Prayer     Lord, thank you for your care for us. You are working in the world today even we do not see your working hand. We want to continue to trust you and fully dependent on you. Help us to see your working hand because God is Lord of Lords and King of Kings. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Outline of the Narrative Sermon

Invisible Hand
Esther 1:1-22
Background: The people of God were exiled to Babylon when Jerusalem fell in 586 B.C. God punished them because of their disobedience to God. While they were in exile to Babylon, Babylon fell to Persia in 539 B.C. by the first king of Persia. God’s punishment did not last forever. God planed to recover his people because of covenant with his people. The story took place between the first return under Zerubbabel (538 BC) and the second under Ezra (458 BC). The events of the book are set in Susa during the reign of Xerxes, the 4th king of Persia (486-465 B.C.), whose empire reached from India to Ethiopia. This book does not mention God. However, God is working behind the scene. God’s providential care over his people is the major theme of the entire narrative.

Exegetical Idea: The manner in which God showed providential care over Jewish people was by using the powerful king Xerxes to prepare the way for Esther to replace Vashti. 

I. The manner in which God showed providential care over Jewish people was by using a powerful pagan king Xerxes’ authority (vv.1-9).

A. The king Xerxes’ ruling power stretched over a vast territory (vv.1-2).

B. The king Xerxes gave two great banquets which led Esther to replace Vashti (vv.3-9).

II. The manner in which God showed providential care over his people was by preparing the way for Esther to replace Vashti (vv. 10-22).

A. The king’s command to show her beauty in front of the people was denied by the queen Vashti (vv.10-12).

B. The wise men convinced the king to depose the queen (vv.13-22). 
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Homiletical Outline of the Narrative Sermon

Invisible Hand
Esther 1 (Cyclical Inductive)
Introduction
1. Arouse Interest: Do you see God working in your life? [ILL:my recent experience of finance]

2. Need: When God’s obvious work is seen, like one brother or sister cured from incurable disease, we felt God is here and He is working. However, when God does not seem to work in our eyes, do you still believe God is here and God is working?

3. Subject: How can we know God is working when we don’t see God’s hand working?

4. Background: In the time of Xerxes, some of Jews returned to Jerusalem already and the temple was rebuilt and remaining Jews were lived in Persia. They were under pagan king’s rule. They still did not have their own king.  

5. Preview: Today’s passage will show two ways that God’s invisible hand works.

Restatement: Esther 1 will reveal two ways how God works behind the scene. 

( In the first 9 verses you can see… ) 

I. God’s invisible hand works by using an unbelieving ruler to care for his people. 
A. God used the king Xerxes’ wealth and power to give two great banquets to take care for Jews (vv.1-9).

B. God can use unbelieving rulers’ decision to care for us. [ILL: Christianity in China]

(God’s invisible hand not only works by unbelieving rulers but also…)

II. God’s invisible hand works by using individuals’ decision to care for his people.

A. God used the kings’ wrong motive and the queen’s decisions to prepare the way for Esther   to replace Vashti (vv. 10-22).

B. God uses the bad decisions of others to care for us. [ILL: A Sri Lankan church]

Conclusion
1. God’s invisible hand works through an unbelieving ruler and individual’s mistakes to care for his people. [MI].

2. Do not be discouraged even when you cannot see God’s providential care in the lives of people and governing authority. [MI restated].

3. Like what God’s people experienced God providential care in the time of Esther, we can also experience his care because we are his people. [APP]

4. God still is in control in the world. Prayer
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