New Testament Survey 

Lesson Series for Primary 3&4
Lesson Series Synopsis
The New Testament tells about how God’s promises came true and how God’s keeping of His promise changes everything. This lesson series aims to give a general and comprehensive survey of the New Testament to 9-10 year old children.

The four Gospels tell of the good news – the King and Saviour whom God had promised in the Old Testament really did come! These accounts by the first witnesses of Christ tell about Jesus’ birth, life and teachings. They also show how God’s promises came true when Jesus died on the cross to take the punishment for our sins but more amazing than that, He rose from the dead! Before Jesus ascended to heaven, He commanded his disciples to be His witnesses and proclaim the good news to the ends of the world.
The Acts of the Apostles tells what God’s Holy Spirit did through those who obeyed the command and took the good news about Jesus to the rest of the world. It tells how the first church was born – Peter gave his first sermon at Pentecost and the Holy Spirit filled the people; how believers went through persecution – Stephen became our first martyr; and how God’s salvation was extended to Cornelius – the first Gentile conversion. This book also tells of the great missionary expeditions of Paul, who went through a great deal to spread the good news and share God’s promises with everyone.
The Bible ends with many letters. Paul’s letters make up a large part, with 13 of them. Mostly are written to churches and a few written to people Paul knew. These letters encouraged and taught those people more about Jesus. The remaining eight are called General Letters. They were written by other leaders in the early church and were sent from church to church. All these letters still teach us how God’s promise changes our lives today!
The last book of the Bible is also a letter - Revelation. It’s addressed to seven churches and tells of a prophecy (or revelation) about the future. A lot of this book may be hard to understand, but the great, big promise here is clear: Jesus has the ultimate victory and will come back again, and at that time, everyone will know He really is the King of kings and Lord of lords.
At the end of this series, children will:

Know

· An overview of what the New Testament is about – the timeline of NT
· That God is the same yesterday, today and forever. He fulfills all His promises!
Feel

· Eager to read the Bible in greater detail to find out more about the New Testament
· Inspired and excited to be witnesses for Christ inspite of difficulties they may face
Do

· Commit to live a godly Christian life and be a good witness for Christ
· Boldly preach and share the Gospel with at least one pre-believer
Lesson Series Overview

Lesson #1: First Witnesses 

Big Idea: Jesus commands His followers to be His witnesses and to proclaim the Good News.
Bible Passages: Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:36-53
Outline:

· Gospels: Records of firsthand accounts of what happened in Jesus’ life

· Ascension of Jesus (Matthew 28:18 – Great Commission)

· Application: what it means for me to be a witness for Christ today 
(How is Jesus real to me? – How can we be witnesses of someone we do not know?)
Lesson #2: First Church

Big Idea: The Holy Spirit unites Christians in one heart and purpose.
Bible Passage: Acts 2:1-47
Outline:

· Pentecost: Peter’s first sermon; the birth of the Church
· Application: How can I be a witness for Christ? 
(Holy Spirit helps us to be witnesses – gives us wisdom/ strength/ perseverance)

Lesson #3: First Martyr

Big Idea: The Holy Spirit gives Christians courage to stand firm during trials.

Bible Passages: Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60; 8:1-4

Outline:

· First Martyr: Stoning of Stephen

· Persecution scatters the Church

· Application: To what extent will I continue to be a witness for Christ? 
(Persecution: teased by friends, rejection etc)

Lesson #4: First Gentile Conversion
Big Idea: God’s salvation is extended to all, regardless of their background.
Bible Passages: Acts 10:1-48
Outline:
· Salvation is extended to the Gentiles: Peter and Cornelius’ conversion

· The Great Commission is to spread the Gospel and be witness to Judea, Samaria and the ends of the world. This, for the first time, included a non-Jew!

· Application: Discrimination – Is God’s grace and salvation only for those “goody-two-shoes” people? 

Lesson #5: Into the World! (Paul & His 1st Missionary Journey)
Big Idea: God uses Paul to go into the world and preach His Gospel to the Gentiles
Bible Passage: Acts 13:1 – 14:28
Outline:
· Introduce Paul & go through 1st missionary journey

· Application: Find out about a missionary supported by church 
(Prayer support / Establish contact to befriend and encourage etc)

Lesson #6: Into the World! (Paul’s Subsequent Missionary Journeys)
Big Idea: Paul dedicates his whole life to go into the world and preach God’s Word to the Gentiles
Bible Passages: Acts 15:36 – 18:22; 18:23 – 21:26; 21:27 – 28:31.
Outline:
· Paul & his 2nd and 3rd missionary journeys; his final trip - to Rome
· Application: Find out about a missionary supported by church 

(Prayer support / Establish contact to befriend and encourage etc)
Lesson #7: Paul’s Letters to the Churches
Big Idea: God continues to nurture the growing early Church through the letters of Paul

Bible Passages: Selected passages from Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1&2 Thessalonians, 1&2 Timothy, Titus and Philemon

Outline:
· Communication between Paul and the churches established over the three journeys

· Now we have sms/ email/ chat/ blog etc to maintain relationship; Then Paul had to write letters to the Churches he started in different places, to maintain relationship and also to teach/ help them grow stronger in their faith

· Different categories of letters: letters to churches and letters to individuals / missionary letters; prison letters; pastoral letters etc

· Application: God still uses the letters of Paul to nurture us today – What is God’s message to me today?
Lesson #8: General Letters to the Churches

Big Idea: God continues to teach the early Church what is the truth and gives instructions on how they should live as Christians through the letters of His Apostles.
Bible Passages: Selected passages from Hebrews, James, 1&2 Peter, 1-3 John and Jude
Outline:
· There were other letters written to churches and Christians in general by other apostles. Some authors unknown or cant be confirmed.

· They are also teachings and exhortations on how to live the Christian life

· Application: To live a godly Christian life and be careful of false teachings
Lesson #9: Revelation
Big Idea: Christians can have hope in the future because Jesus has won the final victory!

Bible Passage: Revelation 21:1-8

Outline:
· Genre: Prophecy – telescope into the future

· Genesis to Revelation – Complete and fulfilled promise of God
· Ultimate hope for Christians – Jesus has the ultimate victory and He will come again!!

Resources Used for some of the lesson ideas:

- On The Way for 9-11s (Book 3), Christian Focus Publications Ltd, 2004.
- NT Speedway (Junior High / Middle School), David C. Cook Publishing Co, 1994.
- Eyewitnesses/ Powerful Messengers/ Valiant Voyagers, Discipleland, Through the Bible Publishers,1999.
- What the Bible is All About – for Young Explorers, Gospel Light, 1998.
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* This NT timeline is according to the lesson series above and will be used across the 9 sessions. After each session, the teacher would add the corresponding picture to the empty timeline that is put up in class. This would help students to visualize more clearly the whole flow of the lesson series as they see the significant events slowly unfolding. Also, every child would get a corresponding picture card at the end of each lesson, thus collecting a full set of NT time-line cards at the end of the lesson series.
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