INTRODUCTION
· Illustration: Jared’s addiction to porn = could not get out of it’s grip = a slave.
· Do any of you feel like that—a slave to something, maybe not porn…?-Examples: wanting people to like your ideas, think well of you, $... ( you know you’re a slave because once it looks like you might lose it you panic/get anxious/can’t sleep…
· If you know this kind of feeling you’d pay any amount of $ to be free would you not? ( You can be free…doesn’t cost anything…I’ll show you-Paul = readRm6:1-4. 
BODY

· Do you know what it feels like to go on sinning? ( Well to answer that it might be helpful if we all understand what Paul thinks of when he thinks of sin. 
1. ExplainRm1:21-25 & cf. Gen3:6 ( now explain what sin is.
2. Next thing on Paul’s mind = every single individual in whole wide world affected by sin ( in fact by the time he gets to chap. 6 he says we are slaves to it-illustration: Gen4:1-7 (‘you must master it’) ( cite&explainRm3:23. 
3. Next = how we can be set free: trust in Jesus Christ and your sins will be wiped out-readRm4:7-8 ( illustration: what think if Uriah’s dad? ( Judge said to murderer: “I forgive you” ( parent to child stolen for 50th time: “forgiven” ( wife to husband 3rd affair: “forgiven” ( what you say? They’ll just do it again ( that’s what people saying to Paul: “forgiven people will go on sinning” ( Paul responds-readRm6:2. 
· What ‘died to sin’ mean? ( Paul gives clue as read on-readRm6:6,7,18,22a = sin is no longer slave masters/does not rule/may influence, cause problems but no longer runs life.
· Illustration: a 38 year old British man threw away a scratch card because he misunderstood the rules of the game ( he could’ve won $100,000 but he threw the card in the rubbish & by the time he realized it was too late to find the card ( now he says it has wrecked his life. He said. 'When I found out I felt dizzy and dropped to my knees - it was like being hit over the head…I feel so terrible, I think about it every day, it's had a massive impact on my life' ( he split up with his wife, he is always being teased at work, he now wonders how many other scratch cards he threw away by mistake = slave ( ANDREW Griffiths used to work 7 days a week, starting each day 6am & not finishing 9pm/put on 50 kilos & 10yr marriage broke apart. His job ruled his life ( “I’d always been a workaholic,” Griffiths said. “I based a lot of my self-worth on my success or failure in business. That translated to me working harder & harder to prove to the world I was successful. Everything else in my life became secondary” = slave ( explain my need for girlfriends/needed security = slave.
· ‘Dead to sin’ does not mean we no longer sin ( not mean we will never find sin tempting ( not mean we will not feel attracted to sin ( rather means sin is no longer a slave master/lots it’s ability to rule us ( we no longer have to run to it for our pleasure ( but I need to say that you may feel like it rules you? There will be one of two reasons for that: 1) You are not doing what Paul said-readRom6:12-you are letting it reign & reason = because you need it for life-explain “evil desires” as epi-desires. 
· But there’s a second reason you may feel like you are being ruled by sin ( & that is that you have not been baptized into Christ-readRom6:3. 

· Today a number getting baptized = to be ‘placed into’-examples: sugar in coffee ( these people are going to be ‘placed into the water’ = baptized into water. 
· But notice what these people baptized into-v3 = “Christ Jesus” ( going down into the water doesn’t place you into Christ Jesus ( that happened when they said: “I trust in Jesus to forgive my sins” ( going down into the water shows that they have already been placed into Jesus-analogy: baptism like wedding ring = sign to others of a marriage—to Jesus Christ ( over in chap7 Paul actually says that we belong to Christ in the same way that a wife belongs to her husband.
· So if you’re being ruled by sin-example: perhaps consumed with thought of losing job ( what is reason you think? ( Normal to be concerned but to be consumed is to be ruled ( why is sin ruling you? Because not obeying Rm6:12 or Rm6:3? 
· We are all ruled by something/slave to something-readRm6:16 ( & whatever we are a slave to is what we worship-examples: Jared worshipped the feelings from porn ( Adam & Eve worshipped independence ( Cain worshipped being accepted ( 38yrold UK man worshipped $ ( ANDREW Griffiths worshipped work ( I worshipped being loved.
· The point of what Paul is saying is that we do not need to be ruled by sin any longer ( we do not need to be a slave to it/we no longer need to let it reign ( why? Because we have gone down into the water? No. Because we now belong to another/we now have something to worship that will satisfy us forever.
CONCLUSION
· As these people are placed into he water baptism is acting like a wedding ring ( it is a sign to all of us that these people have found somebody new to worship ( they have found somebody new to rule them/to be their king.
· Because they found in Jesus Christ something not able to ever find in any other thing ( they found somebody who would love them enough to die for them-citeRom5:8 ( that’s what this passage is all about-readRom6:3b,4ab,5,6a,7a,8a,9a,10a.
· What is it that is ruling you? What is it that you are a slave to? What is it that you are worshipping? ( I know what it’s like to struggle with this?-Explain my depression in 95 ( but whatever it is that has us in it’s grip we need to ask ourselves: will it die for you? Does it love you that much? Will your job die for you? Will your $ die for you? ( They never will/rather they will end up killing you…no one ever lived longer because they became a workaholic.
· You see Jesus died to give you life? Real life? Life where we are not ruled by things that will only enslave us.
· Have you been baptized into Christ Jesus? Would you like to be? All you need to do is believe that he is the only one worthy of worship.
