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Theme:
How can you expand your borders spiritually?
Thrust:
Know God’s calling, support it, and pray against opposition.

Purpose:
The listeners will expand CIC borders by understanding, supporting, and praying for our church vision.

Introduction

1. Interest: [Most believers stop growing during their spiritual pilgrimage.  Sad, isn’t it?]

a) Growth is important in just about every area of life.
b) One joy of parenting is to see kids grow.

(1) Our sons and family have grown with two recent daughters-in-law.

(2) Their school has grown from 16 to 480 students since 1993.

(3) Fortunately people don’t grow their whole lives!  It’s natural to stop physical growth at adulthood…

c) But it’s sad that some believers stop growing spiritually and in service for Christ.

(1) A survey by George Barna notes that only 8% of evangelical Christians have ever been disciplined—and only 2% have ever disciplined someone else!

(2) Rather than expanding our borders and trusting God for new things, too often we end up atrophying.

2. Need: Are you expanding?  I mean expanding your borders—spiritually?

a) What “new thing” are you praying for God to do in your life now?

b) What ministry skills are you developing to use for him?

c) What avenue of service are you expecting God to do in your life this year that you didn’t have the capacity to expand last year?

d) I hope God is pinpointing an area for you where you can expand your horizons. 

3. Subject: That’s the “what” question, but today we will explore the “how” question: How can you expand your borders spiritually?

4. Background
a) In the early church, by the time of today’s text, Paul had already expanded his ministry on two missionary trips—the first highlighted in blue to Galatia in modern-day Turkey and the second trip expanded the gospel to Greece.

b) Now on his third journey he writes from Corinth to the church farther west at Rome and asks for their help to expand his ministry even further.

5. Text: Today’s passage is Romans 15:14-33, where Paul expresses his heart to continue to expand his ministry.

6. Preview: In this text we’ll see three ways to expand your vision of God’s plan.

7. Transition: What is the first way we can expand our boundaries?

I.
Know God’s calling for you (14-22).

[Seeing God expand to new directions begins with understanding His plan for us now.]

A. Paul wanted the church to see his call to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

1. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul still reminded them (14-15a).

2. Paul said that God’s calling for him was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

a) Where’s Illyricum?  Illyricum is in present-day Yugoslavia!

b) Paul had a priestly role of presenting the Gentiles to God as an offering (16)!  He says that all offerings must be holy—so his desire was that all his converts would truly be set apart for God (holy).

3. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

a) Does this mean that Paul hadn’t been to Rome yet?  Exactly!

b) Then who planted the church there?  We really don’t know for sure who started it, but Acts 2:10 notes that at the Day of Pentecost when the church started there were people from Rome there in Jerusalem.  They likely went back to Rome with the gospel, and now we’re picking up the account 22 years later.

c) Praise God for pioneers who “go where no man has gone before.”  It’s not wrong to build on another’s foundation, but many did this while few started stuff themselves.


(So Paul understood God’s calling for him—to reach Gentiles never reached before.  This has helped me to reflect on my own calling…)

B. God has called me to train Asian pastors to reach Asia.

1. It all started in California as a high school sophomore and new Christian when it dawned on me that my pastor was paid to study and teach the Bible—and those who paid him didn’t even feel guilty!  I thought, “Wow, maybe I could teach God’s Word as a calling!”

2. Some 14 years later, as a PhD student at DTS and pastor in Fort Worth in 1987, God confirmed his calling for me that teaching should be my key ministry. 

3. So Susan and I became missionaries with WorldVenture—a mission training pastors around the globe.  

4. SBC: We’ve been seconded to Singapore Bible college where I have served since 1991, teaching students from 20 countries in four areas: Bible survey, backgrounds, theology, and preaching.

5. BEE: To those other three ministries, the Lord also called me to further expand ministry borders in 60 teaching trips to ten other countries.  This has often been with Biblical Education by Extension.  Next month is my 38th trip & fourth to Mongolia.
C. You know, God has also called you to fulfill a passion.  What’s your unique ministry call?

1. I really think that God’s calling relates directly with your spiritual gift—that ability God has given you to serve him (probably one of these nine listed).  How many of you know your spiritual gift?  If you think you do, please raise your hand.

2. Now, what ministry has God given you a passion for to use that gift?

(So to grow in new ways, know your calling, but how else can you expand?  You should…)
II.
Support God’s new directions (23-29).

[God’s plan for us always includes trusting him for new stuff—new opportunities.]

A. [Paul shared his vision to expand his work to Spain to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).]

1. Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry to Spain to get their help (23-24).

a) Why was Paul going to Spain?  He had finished pioneering in the eastern Empire.  Like in the time of Jonah, Spain (or Tarshish) was the very end of the known world.

b) Was there really “no more place for me to work in these regions” (NIV, 14:23)?  No.  He means that church-planting movements in the east would reach these people.

c) Financial help from the Romans would further his work since he’d be halfway to Spain by the time he got to Rome.

2. But first he had to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem to show unity with their Jewish mother church (25-27).

a) How did this Gentile support for Jerusalem relate to Paul’s calling to Gentiles?

b) He says here that he intended it to somewhat repay what the Jerusalem church had done for the Gentiles—which is interesting since it was the Antioch church—not the Jerusalem church—that sent him out to reach Gentiles.

3. Paul then also hoped to bless the Roman believers (28-29), and then head to Spain.
B. Thank you for supporting me in some new stages of ministry expansion.

1. I have now taught outside Singapore in 12 countries on 59 trips the past 20 years.

2. TBB: One new expansion is The Bible…Basically—a 945-slide PPT survey of the Bible based from Fort Worth but having an increasing impact in Asia.  One new idea God has given me is to virtually eliminate requiring research papers of my students.  They were mostly filing these afterwards or throwing them away.  So I decided to have them translate this seminar instead—now in 24 languages!
(So, as Paul appreciated financial help from Romans to reach Spain, so I thank this church for your key part in our expanding ministry borders.  Now a question for you as an individual…)

C. Are you supporting God’s new directions that you have encountered?

1. I wonder what new ways of expanding the kingdom you are involved in?
2. What some of you may not know is that this teaching material is now uploaded to my website—both in 8000 pages of my course notes and sermons as well as hundreds of PPT presentations now in 44 languages.
3. You can help me with the website! God could raise up some really gifted person, but he rarely works that way.  Instead, he uses plain ole’ regular people like you and me in his work—especially in giving!
(Paul couldn’t pursue his call without money—neither can we.  But is money enough?  No, we must…)

III. Pray against opposition (30-33).

[God’s expansion of our ministries requires time on our knees in warfare against dark forces.]

A. Paul asked for prayer against those opposed to his ministry expansion (30-33). 

1. Prayer was a tangible way the Romans could show they loved him (30).

2. He needed prayer for protection (31).

3. Prayer was for unity and God’s peace to be with them (32-33).

B. Please pray for me as I face attacks too.  Let me give you two areas to pray for:

1. Paul prayed for protection for enemies so pray for my protection here too.

a) During a recent trip to the place on the screen I was teaching pastors in an illegal meeting.  A communist official came right next to our room and was about to walk in—but a pastor spotted him, so my translator ushered me into a closet.  Only then did I see how small Asians were!  Balancing on one foot for ten minutes and praying I wouldn’t be discovered, I sensed in a very real way God’s people’s prayers for me.

b) A few days later with other pastors our group actually was discovered.  Yet the authorities didn’t break it up, even though some of the pastors wanted them to.  One told me, “Let them come in.  I’ve been in prison twice for the gospel, and the last time I led 36 inmates to Christ!”  But God protected us in answer to your prayers.

2. Paul also prayed that the Jewish believers would accept gifts from Gentile churches—thus showing their unity in Christ.  Likewise, pray for unity at CIC.  We are a diverse group of people from 10 countries with much potential for disunity, but we have yet to experience our first struggle with unity.  Pray that this will continue!

C. So do you expand God’s work through prayer?  You can’t do more than pray until you pray!
(So what is Paul actually saying to us all in this passage?  I think I can summarize it this way…)

Conclusion

1. Expand your borders by knowing his call, supporting it, and praying against enemies (MI).

2. How can you expand your borders?  The same three ways:

a) Know your gift and calling—to love God, love the church, and love the nations
b) Support the CIC vision to reach out.

c) Pray against the opposition so we have protection and unity.

3. In which of these three ways is God speaking to you?  What will you do about it today?
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Theme:
How can you expand your borders spiritually?
Thrust:
Know God’s calling, support it, and pray against opposition.

Purpose:
The listeners will expand their ministry borders by understanding, supporting, and praying for both our ministry and theirs.

Introduction

1. Interest: [Most believers stop growing during their spiritual pilgrimage.  Sad, isn’t it?]

a) It’s great to see how you have expanded since we last saw you [give specifics].

b) Speaking of expansion… 

(1) Our sons have grown physically—especially our 14-year-old John in California.

(2) However, Kurt and Stephen are already 6’ 1” yet expanding their borders in learning how to live on their own in Seattle—for college and flight school.

(3) Fortunately people don’t grow their whole lives!  It’s natural to stop physical growth at adulthood…

c) But it’s sad that some believers stop growing spiritually and in service for Christ.

(1) A survey by George Barna notes that only 8% of evangelical Christians have ever been disciplined—and only 2% have ever disciplined someone else!

(2) Rather than expanding our borders and trusting God for new things, too often we end up atrophying.

2. Need: Are you expanding your borders spiritually?

a) What “new thing” are you praying for God to do in your life now?

b) What ministry skills are you developing to use for him?

c) What avenue of service are you expecting God to do in your life this year that you didn’t have the capacity to expand last year?

d) I hope God is pinpointing an area for you where you can expand your horizons. 

3. Subject: That’s the “what” question, but today we will explore the “how” question: How can you expand your borders spiritually?

4. Background: [Paul had already evangelized Turkey and Greece by the time he wrote Romans, yet he still sought to expand his ministry further.]

a) In the early church, by the time of today’s text, Paul had already expanded his ministry on two full missionary trips—the first highlighted in blue to Galatia in modern-day Turkey and the second trip expanded the gospel to Greece.

b) Now on his third journey he writes from Corinth to the church at Rome and asks for their help to expand his ministry even further.

5. Text: Today’s passage is Romans 15:14-33, where Paul expresses his heart to continue to expand his ministry.

6. Preview: In this text we’ll see three ways to expand your vision of God’s plan.

7. Transition: What is the first way we can expand our boundaries?

I.
Know God’s calling for you (14-22).

[Seeing God expand to new directions begins with understanding His plan for us now.]

A. Paul wanted the church to see his call to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

1. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul still reminded them (14-15a).

a) How was it that they were “complete in knowledge” (NIV)?  

b) The readers certainly didn’t know everything—but they did know enough to share the Good News with others.

2. Paul wanted them to know that God’s calling for him was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

a) Where’s Illyricum?  Illyricum is in present-day Yugoslavia!

b) What’s behind the idea of Paul’s priestly role of presenting the Gentiles to God as an offering (16)?  The next phrase notes that all offerings must be holy—so his desire was that all his converts would truly be set apart for God (holy).

3. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

a) Does this mean that Paul hadn’t been to Rome yet?  Exactly!

b) Then who planted the church there?  We really don’t know for sure who started it, but Acts 2:10 notes that at the Day of Pentecost when the church started there were people from Rome there in Jerusalem.  They likely went back to Rome with the gospel, and now we’re picking up the account 22 years later.

c) Praise God for pioneers who “go where no man has gone before.”  It’s not wrong to build on another’s foundation, but many did this while few started stuff themselves.

(So Paul understood God’s calling for him—to reach Gentiles never reached before.  This has helped me to reflect on my own calling…)

B. God has called me to train Asian pastors to reach Asia.

1. It all started in California as a high school sophomore and new Christian when it dawned on me that my pastor was paid to study and teach the Bible—and those who paid him didn’t even feel guilty!  I thought, “Wow, maybe I could teach God’s Word as a calling!”

2. Some 14 years later, as a PhD student at DTS and pastor in Fort Worth in 1987, God confirmed his calling for me that teaching should be my key ministry. 

3. So Susan and I became missionaries with WorldVenture—a Baptist mission training pastors around the globe.  In April this involved teaching WorldVenture seminary professors like myself in Israel.  Susan and Kurt both came too, and our trip included adventures like wading through Hezekiah’s Tunnel and getting plastered with Dead Sea mud!  We also were able to share Christ in unusual settings.

4. SBC: We’ve been seconded to Singapore Bible college where I have served nearly 17 years, teaching students from 20 countries in four areas: Bible survey, backgrounds, theology, and preaching.

5. ICS: God also expanded our borders to help start International Community School, where Susan has served as art and music teacher, and librarian for the past 15 years.  This school that began with 16 students now has over 370 from 17 nations!

6. BEE: To those other three ministries, the Lord also called me to further expand ministry borders in 32 teaching trips to nine other countries.  This has often been with Biblical Education by Extension.

C. You know, God has also called you to fulfill a passion.  What’s your unique ministry call?

1. I really think that God’s calling relates directly with your spiritual gift—that ability God has given you to serve him (probably one of these nine listed).  How many of you know your spiritual gift?  If you think you do, please raise your hand.

2. Now, what ministry has God given you a passion for to use that gift?

a) Our CIC member, Pastor Budmaa, is gifted as an evangelist—so his passion has been to train almost 3000 believers in evangelism as the country director of EE, as well as share Christ’s love via the Internet.  His website has 50,000 hits a month from Mongolians in 70 countries throughout the world!  He’s seen thousands trust Christ.
b) Has God called you to be an encourager?  If so, then where?  Does this church need more encouragers?  Just maybe…

(So to grow in new ways, know your calling, but how else can you expand?  You should…)
II.
Support God’s new directions (23-29).

[God’s plan for us always includes trusting him for new stuff—new opportunities.]

A. [Paul shared his vision to expand his work to Spain to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).]

1. Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry to Spain to get their help (23-24).

a) Why was Paul going to Spain?  He had finished pioneering in the eastern Empire.  Like in the time of Jonah, Spain (or Tarshish) was the very end of the known world.

b) Was there really “no more place for me to work in these regions” (NIV, 14:23)?  No.  He means that church planting movements in the east would reach these people.

c) Paul knew that financial help from the Romans would further his work since he’d be half-way to Spain by the time he got to Rome.

2. But first he had to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem to show unity with their Jewish mother church (25-27).

a) How did this Gentile support for Jerusalem relate to Paul’s calling to Gentiles?

b) He says here that he intended it to somewhat repay what the Jerusalem church had done for the Gentiles—which is interesting since it was the Antioch church—not the Jerusalem church—that sent him out to reach Gentiles.

3. Paul then also hoped to bless the Roman believers (28-29).

B. I thank God for your financial support in the new stages of our ministry expansion.

1. TBB: One new project is The Bible Basically—a 945-slide PPT survey of the Bible based from Fort Worth but having an increasing impact in Asia.  One new idea God has given me is to virtually eliminate requiring research papers of my students.  They were mostly filing these afterwards or throwing them away.  So I decided to have them translate this seminar instead—now in 20 languages!

2. CIC: Another new direction that you have supported is a church plant that we began last November.  I say that you have supported this because even though I am a co-pastor-teacher with this church that we call Crossroads International Church, I still don’t get paid a salary.  Instead, as a church we have started off with a commitment to give 20% of offerings to missions.

3. IBS: My project during my fall sabbatical in California before we return to Singapore in January is another venture that you have supported so I need not get paid.  This venture is to convert two of my courses—OT Survey and NT Survey—into html format for the Internet Biblical Seminary.  Then they will be translated into Arabic, Chinese, Vietnamese, and other languages so they can train pastors who can’t afford the time and money to get residential pastoral training.

4. Laos: I’m also hoping to expand into a new country—Laos.  The Lord opened a door there through a young Laotian man who came to Singapore to learn English.  He’s now on the faculty of the main university!

(So, as Paul appreciated financial help from Romans to reach Spain, so I thank this church for your key part in our expanding ministry borders.  Now a question for you as an individual…)

C. Are you supporting God’s new directions that you have encountered?

1. I wonder what new possibilities of expanding the kingdom you are aware of—but that need funding that you can help provide.

a) Finances to help expand this building?

b) Missionaries who are lacking support?  (This doesn’t include us at present as God has graciously provided us full support for now!)

c) Do you need to support other ministries that expand the work of the kingdom?

2. It’s interesting how God owns everything we see, yet he still gives us stewardship of these things.  He could rain money from heaven if he wished, but he rarely works that way.  Instead, he uses plain ole’ regular people like us to fund his work.

(Paul couldn’t pursue his call without money—neither can we.  But is money enough?  No, we must…)

III. Pray against opposition (30-33).

[God’s expansion of our ministries requires time on our knees in warfare against dark forces.]

A. Paul asked for prayer against those opposed to his ministry expansion (30-33). 

1. Prayer was a tangible way the Romans could show they loved him (30).

2. He needed prayer for protection and church unity (31-32).

3. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

B. Please pray for me as I face attacks too.  Let me give you two areas to pray for:

1. Paul prayed for protection for enemies in Israel that sought to harm him (by the way, God answered this prayer), so pray for protection in my teaching ministry in persecuted areas.

a) During a recent trip to the place on the screen I was teaching pastors in an illegal meeting.  A communist official came right next to our room and was about to walk in—but a pastor spotted him, so my translator ushered me into a closet.  Only then did I see how small Asians were!  Balancing on one foot for ten minutes and praying I wouldn’t be discovered, I sensed in a very real way God’s people’s prayers for me.

b) A few days later with other pastors our group actually was discovered.  Yet the authorities didn’t break it up, even though some of the pastors wanted them to.  One told me, “Let them come in.  I’ve been in prison twice for the gospel, and the last time I led 36 people to Christ!”  But God protected us in answer to your prayers.

2. Paul also prayed that the Jewish believers would accept gifts from Gentile churches—thus showing their unity in Christ.  In this way, I ask you to pray for unity at CIC.  We are a diverse group of people from 16 countries with much potential for disunity, but we have yet to experience our first struggle with unity.  Pray that this will continue!

C. So do you expand God’s work through prayer?

1. You can’t do more than pray until you pray.

2. If you want to pray for us, send me an email and I’ll add you to our prayer warrior list.

3. The past few years God has renewed Susan and me in prayer—I think it’s called teenagers!—and we are seeing this expand his work!

 (So what is Paul actually saying to us all in this passage?  I think I can summarize it this way…)

Conclusion

1. Expand your borders by knowing his call, supporting it, and praying against enemies (MI).

2. How can you really help missionaries like me?  The same three ways:

a) Know what’s happening: Read our prayer letters.

b) Support our vision: You already do this, so send your pastor to minister with me.

c) Pray for us: Go before God’s throne for our protection and unity.

3. Are you expanding your borders spiritually? The same three ways again:

a) Know your gift and calling.

b) Give your money to expand God’s work.

c) Pray against the opposition that seeks to derail you from your calling.

4. In which of these three ways is God speaking to you?  What will you do about it today?
5. CIC Interest: [Most believers stop growing during their spiritual pilgrimage.  Sad, isn’t it?]

a) One of my joys as a pastor is to see people come into ministry here at the church. Did you know that during our recent, lean summer months this church was sustained largely by people who joined us since January?

(1) Craig preached and led worship—and his family started at CIC in January.

(2) Rob also led worship, having joined with us only in May.

(3) Evan started in February consistently and has been invaluable as treasurer.

(4) Nate and JoAnn now serve with AV and website, having only come late 2008.

MPIII CIC

a) For example, one of our members, Pastor Budmaa, is gifted as an evangelist—so his passion the past two years has been to train 3000 believers in evangelism as the country director of EE, as well as share Christ’s love via the internet.  His website has 50,000 hits a month from Mongolians in 70 countries throughout the world!

b) Has God called you to be an encourager?  If so, then where?  Does this church need more encouragers?  Just maybe…
B. But God also has a calling for us as a church too—and we should pursue this with a passion!

1. As our leaders recently discussed this, we affirmed that it is to reach internationals for Christ.  But it actually doesn’t start there.

2. What do you think is the most important thing we do as a church?  Worship? Evangelism? Fellowship? Bible study?  Prayer?  A few weeks ago a man inquiring about our church asked me, “So what is most important to your church?  What is unique?”  If he had asked you, what would you have said?  I told him one word: LOVE.

3. Jesus said in Mark 12:30 that “the most important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is the one and only Lord. 30 And you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.”  He affirmed this as the key thing the Jews needed to do in the OT—as well as the need to love others (v. 31).

4. Where it starts—and ends—is in our call to LOVE.  As Paul noted, “The greatest of these is love” (1 Cor. 13:13).  

5. What is the most important thing we do as a church?  It begins with loving the God who loves us.  

6. Do you genuinely love him?  If you don’t, then nothing else you do counts, really.

7. The second thing He said right after this: to love your neighbor as yourself.  

8. But who is your neighbor?  It starts right here in the body—to love the church—but then it extends from this “close neighbor” to those who are out of the reach of this fellowship where we love the nations.  Our leadership is committed to make all that we do revolve around one of these three priorities.
Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Paul has just finished explaining how the righteousness of God requires that salvation be by faith.

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Paul gives his reason for explaining the gospel to the Romans.

2. He says that this reason is to enlist their help in bringing forth the gospel to Spain.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Paul had already shared the gospel throughout the eastern part of the Roman Empire.

Questions

Paul’s Reason for Writing (NLT)

14 I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters,* that you are full of goodness. You know these things so well you can teach each other all about them. 

Who are the “brothers and sisters” (NLT) or “brethren” (NAU) or “brothers” (NIV)?  Roman believers!

What are “these things” (NLT) where the Romans were “filled with all knowledge” (NAU) so that they were “complete in knowledge” (NIV)?  The readers certainly didn’t know everything—but they did know enough to share the Good News with others.

15 Even so, I have been bold enough to write about some of these points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God’s grace, 16 I am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. I bring you the Good News so that I might present you as an acceptable offering to God, made holy by the Holy Spirit. 

What did Paul mean by “special messenger” (NLT) or “minister” (NAU/NIV)?

What’s behind the idea of Paul’s priestly role of presenting the Gentiles to God as an offering?  This is answered in the next phrase where it notes that all offerings must be holy.

17 So I have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in my service to God. 

What actually had Christ done through Paul at this point?  He had served as an evangelist and church planter, starting churches throughout modern-day Turkey and Greece.

18 Yet I dare not boast about anything except what Christ has done through me, bringing the Gentiles to God by my message and by the way I worked among them. 19 They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit.* In this way, I have fully presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to Illyricum.*

Where’s Illyricum? Illyricum is in present-day Yugoslavia.

20 My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has already been started by someone else. 21 I have been following the plan spoken of in the Scriptures, where it says,

“Those who have never been told about him will see,

and those who have never heard of him will understand.”*

Where’s this quote from and how does it relate?

22 In fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because I have been preaching in these places.

Does this mean that Paul hadn’t been to Rome yet?  

If not, then who planted the church there?

Paul’s Travel Plans

23 But now I have finished my work in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, I am eager to visit you. 

Was there really “no more place for me to work in these regions” (NIV)?

24 I am planning to go to Spain, and when I do, I will stop off in Rome. And after I have enjoyed your fellowship for a little while, you can provide for my journey.

Why was Paul planning to go to Spain?

How did the financial help from the Romans relate to Paul’s further work?

25 But before I come, I must go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the believers there. 26 For you see, the believers in Macedonia and Achaia* have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor among the believers in Jerusalem. 27 They were glad to do this because they feel they owe a real debt to them. Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the Good News from the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in return is to help them financially. 28 As soon as I have delivered this money and completed this good deed of theirs, I will come to see you on my way to Spain. 29 And I am sure that when I come, Christ will richly bless our time together.

How did Paul’s intent on this Gentile support for Jerusalem relate to his calling to Gentiles?

30 Dear brothers and sisters, I urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in my struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit. 31 Pray that I will be rescued from those in Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray also that the believers there will be willing to accept the donation* I am taking to Jerusalem. 32 Then, by the will of God, I will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will be an encouragement to each other.

33 And now may God, who gives us his peace, be with you all. Amen.*

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Possible Subjects:

Why talk about ministry beyond our borders?

How can you expand your borders spiritually?

How can you really help missionaries like me?

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. How to treat missionary at banquet

Possible Applications (Step 6)

2. Text

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

Expanding Your Borders

Romans 15:14-33

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3): A “how” outline
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way the Romans could participate in Paul’s vision to preach Christ among Gentiles in Spain was to understand, support and pray for him.

I.
The way the Romans could participate in Paul’s calling was to understand his passion to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

A. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul reminded them (14-15a).

B. Paul’s calling was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

C. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

II.
The way the Romans could help Paul’s expansion of his ministry to Spain (after assisting the Jerusalem church) was to give financial help (23-29).

A. The way the Romans could participate in Paul’s vision to extend his ministry beyond the western Empire to Spain was to support him financially (23-24).

B. The way Paul planned to show the unity between Gentile churches and their mother church was to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem (25-27).

C. The reason Paul proclaimed his planned visit after giving the Jews this money was so he could also bless the Roman believers (28-29).

III. The way the Romans could participate in Paul’s vision was to pray for his protection and church unity (30-33).

A. The way the Romans could participate in Paul’s vision was to pray for him (30).

B. The result of prayer for protection and church unity would be mutual encouragement (31-32).

C. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will assist us missionaries in expanding our ministry borders by understanding, supporting, and praying for us.

Homiletical Outline #1 (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6 “How” outline on MY borders

Subject: How can you help missionaries like me expand our borders?

Introduction

1. Interest: Many people have no clue how to respond to missionaries like me.

2. Need: Do you think you can’t relate to me?

3. Subject: How can you help missionaries like me expand our borders?

4. Background: Paul had already reached Turkey and Greece by the time he wrote Romans, yet he still desired their partnership.

5. Text: Romans 15:14-33 

6. Preview: We’ll see three ways you can help missionaries like me.

7. Transition: What is the first way to assist missionaries like me?

I.
Understand our ministry (14-22).

A. Paul wanted the church to understand his calling to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

1. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul reminded them (14-15a).

2. Paul’s calling was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

3. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

B. God has called me to train Asian pastors to reach Asia.

C. By the way, I also want to understand your passion.  What is your unique ministry calling?

(So we must both understand our respective callings to reach out, but what’s another way you can assist me to expand?)
II.
Support our ministry (23-29).

A. Paul shared his vision to expand his ministry to Spain to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).

1. Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry to Spain to get their help (23-24).

2. First he needed to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem to show the unity between Gentile churches and their mother church (25-27).

3. The reason Paul proclaimed his planned visit after giving the Jews this money was so he could also bless the Roman believers (28-29).

B. I thank God for your financial support in the various stages of our ministry expansion.

C. How can I support your work too?  Are you trusting God to do a new thing in your life?

(Paul couldn’t succeed in his calling without financial help—and neither can we.  But is money enough?  No, also…)
III. Pray for our ministry (30-33).

A. Paul also shared his vision with the Roman believers so they would pray for him (30-33).

1. Prayer was a tangible way the Romans could show they loved him (30).

2. He requested prayer for protection and church unity so there would be mutual encouragement (31-32).

3. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

B. Please pray for me as I face attacks too (protection during itinerate teaching and unity at CIC)

C. Are you expanding God’s work through prayer? (You can’t do more than pray until you pray.)

Conclusion

1. You can help missionaries like me expand our borders by knowing, supporting, and praying for us (MI).

2. How can you really help missionaries like me?

a) Understand what’s happening: Read our prayer letters

b) Support our vision: Send your pastor to minister with me

c) Pray for us: Go before God’s throne for our protection and unity

3. Exhortation/Application

Homiletical Outline #2 (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6 “How” outline on THEIR borders which is the one used in the sermon

Subject: How can you expand your borders spiritually?

Introduction

1. Interest: Most believers stop growing during their spiritual pilgrimage.  Sad, isn’t it?

2. Need: Are you expanding your borders spiritually?

3. Subject: How can you expand your borders spiritually?

4. Background: Paul had already evangelized Turkey and Greece by the time he wrote Romans, yet he still sought to expand his ministry further.

5. Text: Romans 15:14-33 expresses the heart of Paul to continue to expand his ministry.

6. Preview: We’ll see three ways you can expand your vision for what God wants for you.

7. Transition: What is the first way we can expand our boundaries?

I.
Understand how God calls us (14-22).

A. Paul wanted the church to understand his calling to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

1. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul reminded them (14-15a).

2. Paul’s calling was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

3. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

B. God has called me to train Asian pastors to reach Asia.

C. By the way, I also want to understand your passion.  What is your unique ministry calling?

(So we must understand our respective callings, but how else can we expand?  We should…)
II.
Support God’s new directions (23-29).

A. Paul shared his vision to expand his ministry to Spain to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).

1. Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry to Spain to get their help (23-24).

2. But first he had to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem to show unity with their Jewish mother church (25-27).

3. Paul then also hoped to bless the Roman believers (28-29).

B. I thank God for your financial support in the various stages of our ministry expansion.

C. Are you supporting God’s new directions in your life?

(Paul couldn’t succeed in his calling without finances—and neither can we.  But is money enough?  No, we also must…)

III. Pray against opposition (30-33).

A. Paul asked for prayer against those opposed to his ministry expansion (30-33). 

1. Prayer was a tangible way the Romans could show they loved him (30).

2. He requested prayer for protection and church unity so there would be mutual encouragement (31-32).

3. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

B. Please pray for me as I face attacks too (protection during itinerate teaching and unity at CIC)

C. Do you expand God’s work through prayer? (You can’t do more than pray until you pray.)

Conclusion

1. Expand your borders by knowing his call, supporting it, and praying against enemies (MI).

2. How can you really help missionaries like me?  The same three ways:

a) Know what’s happening: Read our prayer letters.

b) Support our vision: You already do this, so send your pastor to minister with me.

c) Pray for us: Go before God’s throne for our protection and unity.

3. Are you expanding your borders spiritually? The same three ways again:

a) Know your gift and calling.

b) Give your money to expand God’s work.

c) Pray against the opposition that seeks to derail you from your calling.

4. In which of these three ways is God speaking to you?  What will you do about it today?
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3): A “why” outline
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The reason Paul shared his vision to preach Christ among Gentiles in Spain was so they would support and pray for him.

I.
The content of Paul’s calling was to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

A. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul reminded them (14-15a).

B. Paul’s calling was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

C. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

II.
The reason Paul shared his vision to expand his ministry to Spain (after assisting the Jerusalem church) was to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).

A. The reason Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry beyond the western Empire to Spain was to get the Romans’ help (23-24).

B. The reason Paul first planned to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem was to show the unity between Gentile churches and their mother church (25-27).

C. The reason Paul proclaimed his planned visit after giving the Jews this money was so he could also bless the Roman believers (28-29).

III. The reason Paul shared his vision with the Roman believers was that they would pray for him (30-33).

A. The reason Paul requested prayer was so the Romans could show they loved him (30).

B. The result of prayer for protection and church unity would be mutual encouragement (31-32).

C. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will assist us in expanding our ministry borders and also expand their own borders.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why talk about ministry beyond our borders?

Introduction

1. Interest: The peril of “good enough” is widespread among Christians.

2. Need: Are you satisfied with your walk with Christ?

3. Subject: Why discuss ministry beyond our borders?

4. Background: Paul had already reached Turkey and Greece by the time he wrote Romans.

5. Text: Romans 15:14-33 

6. Preview: We’ll see Paul’s calling and then two reasons he explained it.

7. Transition: What was Paul’s calling?

I.
God calls us all to reach out (14-22).

A. God called Paul to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

1. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul reminded them (14-15a).

2. Paul’s calling was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

3. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

B. God has called me to train Asian pastors to reach Asia.

C. What is your unique ministry calling?

(So we are all called to reach out, but must we do it alone?  No, in fact, we can’t do it alone…)
II.
God partners believers in his work (23-29).

A. Paul shared his vision to expand his ministry to Spain to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).

1. Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry to Spain to get their help (23-24).

2. First he needed to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem to show the unity between Gentile churches and their mother church (25-27).

3. The reason Paul proclaimed his planned visit after giving the Jews this money was so he could also bless the Roman believers (28-29).

B. I thank God for your financial support in the various stages of our ministry expansion.

C. Are you trusting God to do a new thing in your life?

(So Paul couldn’t succeed in his calling without financial help—and neither can ours.  But is money enough?  No…)
III. God fuels his work with prayer (30-33).

A. Paul also shared his vision with the Roman believers so they would pray for him (30-33).

1. Prayer was a tangible way the Romans could show they loved him (30).

2. He requested prayer for protection and church unity so there would be mutual encouragement (31-32).

3. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

B. Please pray for me as I face attacks too (protection during itinerate teaching and unity at CIC)

C. Are you expanding God’s borders in your life through prayer? (You can’t do more than pray until you pray.)

Conclusion

1. Why talk about ministry beyond our borders?  Because it takes a united effort to accomplish it (MI).

2. Main Points

3. Exhortation/Application

Exegetical Idea (CPT): The reason Paul shared his vision to preach Christ among Gentiles in Spain was so they would support and pray for him.

I.
The content of Paul’s calling was to preach Christ among unreached Gentiles (14-22).

1. Despite the Roman’s knowledge of the gospel, Paul reminded them (14-15a).

2. Paul’s calling was to reach the Gentiles by God’s power (15b-19).

3. Paul especially sought to fulfill OT prophecy by sharing Christ in new areas (20-22).

Paul’s Reason for Writing

14 I am fully convinced, my dear brothers and sisters,* that you are full of goodness. You know these things so well you can teach each other all about them. 15 Even so, I have been bold enough to write about some of these points, knowing that all you need is this reminder. For by God’s grace, 16 I am a special messenger from Christ Jesus to you Gentiles. I bring you the Good News so that I might present you as an acceptable offering to God, made holy by the Holy Spirit. 17 So I have reason to be enthusiastic about all Christ Jesus has done through me in my service to God. 18 Yet I dare not boast about anything except what Christ has done through me, bringing the Gentiles to God by my message and by the way I worked among them. 19 They were convinced by the power of miraculous signs and wonders and by the power of God’s Spirit.* In this way, I have fully presented the Good News of Christ from Jerusalem all the way to Illyricum.*

20 My ambition has always been to preach the Good News where the name of Christ has never been heard, rather than where a church has already been started by someone else. 21 I have been following the plan spoken of in the Scriptures, where it says,

“Those who have never been told about him will see,

and those who have never heard of him will understand.”*

22 In fact, my visit to you has been delayed so long because I have been preaching in these places.

Paul’s Travel Plans

II.
The reason Paul shared his vision to expand his ministry to Spain (after assisting the Jerusalem church) was to get Rome’s financial help (23-29).

4. The reason Paul shared his plan to extend his ministry beyond the western Empire to Spain was to get the Romans’ help (23-24).

5. The reason Paul first planned to bring the Gentile offering to Jerusalem was to show the unity between Gentile churches and their mother church (25-27).

6. The reason Paul proclaimed his planned visit after giving the Jews this money was so he could also bless the Roman believers (28-29).

23 But now I have finished my work in these regions, and after all these long years of waiting, I am eager to visit you. 24 I am planning to go to Spain, and when I do, I will stop off in Rome. And after I have enjoyed your fellowship for a little while, you can provide for my journey.

25 But before I come, I must go to Jerusalem to take a gift to the believers there. 26 For you see, the believers in Macedonia and Achaia* have eagerly taken up an offering for the poor among the believers in Jerusalem. 27 They were glad to do this because they feel they owe a real debt to them. Since the Gentiles received the spiritual blessings of the Good News from the believers in Jerusalem, they feel the least they can do in return is to help them financially. 28 As soon as I have delivered this money and completed this good deed of theirs, I will come to see you on my way to Spain. 29 And I am sure that when I come, Christ will richly bless our time together.

III. The reason Paul shared his vision with the Roman believers was that they would pray for him (30-33).

7. The reason Paul requested prayer was so the Romans could show they loved him (30).

8. The result of prayer for protection and church unity would be mutual encouragement (31-32).

9. Paul’s benediction was for God’s peace to be with them (33).

30 Dear brothers and sisters, I urge you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to join in my struggle by praying to God for me. Do this because of your love for me, given to you by the Holy Spirit. 31 Pray that I will be rescued from those in Judea who refuse to obey God. Pray also that the believers there will be willing to accept the donation* I am taking to Jerusalem. 32 Then, by the will of God, I will be able to come to you with a joyful heart, and we will be an encouragement to each other.

33 And now may God, who gives us his peace, be with you all. Amen.*

Bulletin Insert (Blanks filled in)


Dr. Rick Griffith

Singapore Bible College

Expanding Your Borders

Romans 15:14-33

Introduction

1. Subject: How can you expand your borders spiritually?

2. Background: Paul had already evangelized Turkey and Greece by the time he wrote Romans, yet he still sought to expand his ministry further.

I.
Know God’s calling for you (14-22).

II.
Support God’s new directions (23-29).

III. Pray against opposition (30-33).

Conclusion

1. How can you expand your borders?  Know His calling, support it, and pray against opposition (MI).

2. In which of these three ways is God speaking to you?  What will you do about it today?
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Expanding Your Borders

Romans 15:14-33

Introduction

1. Subject: How can you expand your borders spiritually?

2. Background: Paul had already evangelized Turkey and Greece by the time he wrote Romans, yet he still sought to expand his ministry further.

I.
____________ God’s calling for you (14-22).

II.
____________ God’s new directions (23-29).

III. ____________ against opposition (30-33).

Conclusion

1. How can you expand your borders?  ____________ His calling, ____________ it, and ____________ against opposition (MI).

2. In which of these three ways is God speaking to you?  What will you do about it today?
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