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Peaceful Relationships

Romans 12:18

Topic:
Relationships

Subject:
With whom must we take the responsibility to reconcile?

Complement:
Each of us has a responsibility to be at peace with each of us.

Purpose:
The listeners will reconcile with any believer with whom they are out of fellowship.

Introduction

1. Interest: Many years ago I had a great friend.  We prayed together regularly, ate meals together, and had genuine Christian fellowship.  But six months later, I barely averted him taking our organization to court by paying him an extra S$72,000!

2. Interest: Sometimes relationships even among Christians go sour—especially near the end of a ministry period.

a) We say, “Oh, the summer is coming soon and it’s just not worth it to mend this relationship.”

b) Or we say, “Hey, I’m not renewing my contract, so I’m not going to have to put up with that person much longer anyway.”

c) Or perhaps, “I’m not the one who caused the friction here, so I’m not the one to fix it.  That person should come to me.”

3. Need: Right now, do you get along with everyone equally in this room?  Of course not!

a) Some of us really click with certain people.

b) Others of us don’t click but there isn’t anything wrong in our relationship.

c) However, with still others, we prefer not to associate with that person—we avoid him or her when in a group—we’re glad we aren’t sitting next to him or her right now.  It is this situation that God wants to heal today. 
4. Intro to MPI: Now whose responsibility is it to mend a hindered relationship?

5. Background: The church at Rome was addressing just this situation of hampered relationships between Jewish and Gentile believers.

a) Their different ways of doing things certainly caused conflict—such as differing convictions over what to eat (14:2) or which day they should worship (14:5).

b) These first readers of the book of Romans needed Paul’s help to solve their conflicts.

6. Preview: Today we’re going to see who is supposed to fix the problem and also the extent to which it should be done.  I will share these in the form of two principles from the text.

7. Text: Romans 12 is one of the most practical chapters in the whole Bible.  We will focus on only one verse—Romans 12:18 (read it).

8. Transition: The first principle we get from this verse is that…

I.
The one to mend the broken relationship is you (12:18a).

A. This verse says to do whatever you can—everything possible that depends on you.

1. So if you have that person’s phone number, it’s your job to call.

2. If you know where to find him or her, it’s you that should do all that’s possible to repair the damage.

B. Paul is really summarizing two commands of Christ that repair relationships:

1. Jesus said the offender should repair it (Matt. 5:23-24).

2. Jesus said the offended should repair it (Matt. 18:15).

C. Almost all of the time, this goes well.  In the case of my relationship with my former friend, God really spoke to me through this verse.  I went to him and confessed every known sin, yet he still refused to forgive me.  Actually, I have approached people to mend relationships literally hundreds of times in my 40 years as a Christian and only once—this time—was I not forgiven.  Sometimes we have done all we can do—“if possible, as far as it depends on you”—and we just have to leave the relationship in God’s hands.

D. But generally, the only time when a relationship remains unresolved is when both parties don't fulfill their scriptural responsibility to initiate with each other to make things right.

(So we have seen in the first part of the verse that the person to mend the broken relationship is you.  What is the principle in the second part? With whom must we take the responsibility to reconcile?)

II.
The one with whom we must mend a broken relationship is everyone (12:18b).

A. I looked up the Greek word for “everyone” here and discovered that it means “everyone”!  The verse before says to “do what is right in the eyes of everyone,” so I guess that includes non-Christians too.  But how much more does “everyone” relate to those in the faith!

B. “Everyone” includes those above you (superiors = principals, director, board members), those equal in rank (colleagues), and those who report to you (students).  It includes paid staff and non-paid PTF members.  It includes everyone!

(So how can we sum up this verse?  What is it really saying to us today?)

Conclusion

1. Each of us has a responsibility to be at peace with each of us (MI).

2. Is there anyone with whom you are not at peace today?

a) Go make it right.

b) Go and humbly ask what you have done to contribute to the problem.

c) Go and ask forgiveness for anything you have done—or not done—to make the situation worse.

d) Make sure next month when you pack your baggage to leave Singapore for the summer, for vacation, or for good—make sure, along with that baggage, you don’t carry any relational baggage into the next assignment God has for you.

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Paul has been talking about how believers should relate to one another in Romans 12, where he gives a lot of commands to maintain harmony within the body.

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It takes away our excuse that someone else is more at fault in a relationship breakdown than we are.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. The Roman church was ethnically diverse—with both Jews and Gentiles serving within the same body.  

2. Their different ways of doing things certainly caused conflict—such as differing convictions over what to eat (14:2) or which day they should worship (14:5).

Questions

1. Does the context relate to unbelievers or believers?

2. “12:17-18. The exhortations in verses 17-21 relate primarily to believers’ relationships with unbelievers, speaking as they do of those who do evil toward believers (v. 17) and are the “enemy” of believers (v. 20). The Old Testament principle of justice was “eye for eye” (Ex. 21:24), but Paul commanded, Do not repay anyone evil for evil (cf. 1 Peter 3:9). On the positive side Christians are to do what is right (kala¿, “beautiful,” used here in the ethical sense of good, noble, and honorable). Paul then commanded believers, Live at peace with everyone (cf. “live in harmony with one another,” Rom. 12:16). But recognizing that limits exist, Paul included the words, If it is possible, as far as it depends on you. Harmony with others may not always be achievable, but believers should not be responsible for that lack of peace (cf. Matt. 5:9)” (BKC).  
Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations

3. Interest: Many years ago, when I was the chairman of the board at ICS, I had the ideal relationship with the principal.  At the beginning of the school year, we prayed together regularly, ate meals together, and had genuine Christian fellowship.  By the end of the year, though, I barely averted him taking the school to court by ICS paying him and extra S$72,000!

Possible Applications

1. Text

Peaceful Relationships

Romans 12:18

Exegetical Outline
18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone (NLT).

If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men (NAU).

If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone (NIV).

Exegetical Idea: The responsibility for each Christian’s peaceful coexistence is with each believer to every person.

I.
The responsibility for each Christian’s peaceful coexistence is with each believer (18a).

II.
The ones each Christian should live in peace with are everyone (18b).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: Sometimes relationships even among Christians go sour—especially near the end of a ministry period.

2. Need: Right now, do you get along with everyone equally in this room?  Of course not!

3. Intro to MPI: Now whose responsibility is it to mend a hindered relationship?

4. Background: The church at Rome was addressing just this situation of hampered relationships between Jewish and Gentile believers.

5. Preview: Today we’re going to see who is supposed to fix the problem and also the extent to which it should be done.  I will share these in the form of two principles from the text.

6. Text: Romans 12 is one of the most practical chapters in the whole Bible.  We will focus on only one verse—Romans 12:18 (read it).

7. Transition: The first principle we get from this verse is that…

I.
The one to mend the broken relationship is you (12:18a).

A. This verse says to do whatever you can—everything possible that depends on you.

B. Paul is really summarizing two commands of Christ that repair relationships:

C. The only time when a relationship remains unresolved is when both parties don't fulfill their scriptural responsibility—or one does and the other refuses to forgive.

(So we have seen in the first part of the verse that the person to mend the broken relationship is you.  What is the principle in the second part? With whom must we take the responsibility to reconcile?)

II.
The one with whom we must mend a broken relationship is everyone (12:18b).

A. I looked up the Greek word for “everyone” here and discovered that it means “everyone”!

B. “Everyone” includes those above you (superiors = principals, director, board members), those equal in rank (colleagues), and those who report to you (students).  It includes paid staff and non-paid PTF members.  It includes everyone!

Conclusion

1. Each of us has a responsibility to be at peace with each of us (MI).

2. Is there anyone with whom you are not at peace today?

3. Prayer

Discussion Questions:

