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 Freedom from Legalism or Jesus Sets Us Free!

Philippians 3:1-16

Topic:
Legalism

Subject:
Christ-likeness sets us free from legalism
Complement:
based on self-righteousness
Purpose:
The listeners will not base their spirituality in legalism but will strive towards Christ-likeness.

Introduction

1. A Blessed Easter to you!  Today we will see how the resurrection of Christ genuinely impacts your life and mine!

2. We’ve been discussing Christ-likeness in Philippians now for a few weeks and trying to do so in practical terms [MM 19].

a) Chapter 1 reminded us that if you are like Jesus then you will be filled with joy in the most adverse circumstances.

(1) You won’t complain about your accommodations.  The most humble of us has it better than Paul did in prison!

(2) You will have an optimistic perspective on life.

b) Chapter 2 reminded us that having the attitude of Christ will cause us to serve others in selfless ways.

(1) You’ll think of others as better or more important than yourself.

(2) You’ll be genuinely humble and despise pride in yourself.

3. But there’s a huge danger in seeing Christ-likeness primarily in practical terms!  And what’s that danger?

a) The danger is that we will get the idea that the Christian life is primarily a set of do’s and don’ts.

b) It’s like saying, “If I just follow this set of rules then I’ll be like Jesus.”  

4. Why’s this a problem?  ‘Cause righteousness isn’t primarily external but internal!

a) After all, the theme of the book is to have the mind of Christ or the attitude of Christ—not the actions of Christ.

b) It’s key to get this in the right order: attitudes first, then actions.

c) Otherwise we will tend to think that if we simply do the right things then we’ll be OK with the Lord.

5. Don’t misunderstand me.  I’m not saying that actions aren’t important!  I’m only pointing out that they are insufficient.  

6. The key here is balance [leads to “Balance in the Christian Life” NTS 186g; MM 36]:

a) If we think of righteousness primarily in external terms, then we will be guilty of Pharisaism or legalism, which is a form of false teaching noted in 3:1-3.

b) But if we say that external behavior is completely unimportant, then we go to the other extreme.  We become libertines who have no restraint in 3:17-20.

7. Subject: I don’t want to get into the details now on these contrasts, but only ask the question: How can having the attitude of Christ protect us from false teaching?  In other words, how can thinking like Jesus help us to end up in the “godly middle”?  You’ll notice that I entitled this message “Jesus Sets Us Free.”  Sets us free from what?  Christ-likeness delivers us from these two extremes on the chart.  

8. In the next two weeks we will look at these two imbalances individually.  First, this week we will see that having the attitude of Christ protects us from legalism.  

a) Christ-likeness sets us free from legalism based on self-righteousness (MI).

b) If we are like Christ, then we we’ll be protected from extremes—such as being self-righteous from following man-made rules (restated MI).

(How does this work?  Notice in this passage that…)

I.   Paul first warned the church against legalists (3:1-3).

     How can we recognize legalists?  Paul gives four ways:

A. Legalists don’t care for people (2a).

1. Interesting guy—he says “finally,” and then goes on for two more chapters!  Just like many speakers today!

2. Then he says, in effect, “OK, I’m going to warn you about something you’ve heard from me before—but don’t let that bother you—it’s very important!”

3. And what is it?  Legalists are out there and they won’t help you be like Christ!

4. He says, “Watch out for the dogs.”

5. “Hey!  What’s wrong with dogs?” you say.  “I have a nice dog—he’s affectionate, loyal, and he protects me.” Well, I think you have a different concept of “dogs” than we have here.

6. Dogs in the NT refer to animals that roamed the streets scavenging around for food and carrying disease.  You wanted to avoid them at all costs!  (We used to live near Timah Hill where people left their dogs when they didn’t want to take care of them anymore.  They terrorized our neighborhood!)

7. Jewish legalists cared little for people—and in this way they were like packs of dogs.

a) Jesus confronted these people who were incensed that he would heal a man’s shriveled hand on the Sabbath.

b) But if one of their sheep fell into a pit on the Sabbath they would pull the sheep out!  That’s caring for animals more than for people!

8. Christian legalists also care little for people.

a) After a huge snowstorm on Saturday night a pastor discovered that all the roads were blocked so he couldn’t drive to church.  However, the river next his house also connected to the church downstream—and since the river was frozen, he decided to skate to church.  It worked!  But it also caused another storm of a different kind!  The elders were horrified that their pastor would skate on the Sabbath.  They quickly called a meeting after the service, where the pastor explained that it was either to skate to church or not come at all.  They debated it until finally one elder asked, “Did you enjoy it?”  The young pastor said “no,” so they decided it was all right. (Tan 3042)

b) Another woman reported this story: “The pastor of our tiny church ended his annual give-something-up-for-Lent sermon: ‘As an example of penitence to the rest of the community, this congregation will worship in an unheated church for the whole of Lent.’  As we made our way out in the chill [on that] February Sunday, the pastor addressed my elderly neighbor.  ‘Ah, Mrs. James, and what have you decided to give up for Lent?’  ‘Church,’ she said firmly! (Anne Sutcliffe in The Countryman).

c) The point?  Legalism doesn’t care about people—it cares about rules!  In fact…

B. Legalists have evil intent in their rules (2b).

a) Clothes: A young woman in Romania who was having personal problems was encouraged by a friend to go to church.  When she finally got the courage to visit, she was scolded by the Christian women for her ‘inappropriate appearance,’ then shunned.  The young lady wore makeup and a short skirt, and had no head covering.  Her tender heart and seeking mind were never even noticed.  Deeply offended, she vowed never to return (Eastern European Checkpoint Oct 89).  Legalism shuns seekers!

b) Hair length: In 1974, a church in Memphis, TN, was sued by a man whose son had been terrified by the preacher’s claim that any boy with hair below his ears was definitely going to hell to burn forever.  When the boy responded to the invitation, a woman hacked off his hair with scissors, so frightening him that his nose bled.  That minister, supposedly spreading the gospel, was really spreading his own legalism (Minirth/Meier, An Intro to Pastoral Counseling, 140).  Think how legalism effects children!

C. Legalists go way beyond the Law’s intent (2c).

1. Paul calls them “mutilators of the flesh” (NIV) or the “false circumcision” (NAU).  What does this mean?

2. The OT commanded the careful circumcision of all baby boys.  It must be done on the eighth day of a boy’s life so as to minimize blood loss (now we know that the vitamin K level of a boy’s life is the highest on the eighth day of life!)

3. But the legalists went way beyond the law by requiring circumcision for salvation—so Paul said they were like men who botched up the circumcision operation to the extent that they hacked away at the flesh!

4. Jewish legalists then and today go way beyond the intent of the law.

a) Sabbath writing: Once a pastor asked a Hebrew professor to sign a book he had written. The professor replied, “No, I am sorry; but it is the Sabbath.”  You see, the Talmud prohibits a man from writing two words in succession—for that is work!  But the group in the professor’s office asked him another questions, and he climbed up and down his step-ladder to get some heavy book—so many times that he worked up a sweat! (Dr. Wilbur M. Smith in Tan 3043)

b) Lighting fire: A Swedish director for OM in Israel once told the story how some missionaries heard a loud knock on the door.  Upon opening it, their Jewish neighbors said, “Could you help us?  A few minutes ago we opened a kitchen window and the wind blew out the pilot light on the stove—but the gas is still on and it’s filling the house up with gas.  We’re concerned about the children!”  The missionaries asked, “But why didn’t you turn it off yourselves?”  “We can’t,” the Orthodox Jews responded, “You see, it’s the Sabbath and we can’t light a fire on the Sabbath!” (OM Middle East Director at Grace Baptist Church Singapore - LEGALISM modern…)

5. Christian legalists also have traditions that go way beyond the intent of Scripture.

a) Another tradition is requiring those who pray to end, “In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  

(1) Did you know that this phrase is not found in the Bible?  Yes, we are commanded to ask in Christ’s name, but must we use this as a formula?  

(2) Once as a pastor I counseled a family in crisis.  I encouraged them to pray together and the young middle-age daughter, unaccustomed to prayer, prayed like this: “Hello?  God?  Hi, this is Jan.  We’re having a tough time in this family right now so can you please send some extra angels to help?  Thanks, bye!”  Do you see how legalistic we get in our prayer language?  That prayer was a breath of fresh air to me—and to God too! 

b) I have a Buddhist friend named Kohreen who asked my pastor’s wife if she wanted her dragon pots for her large plants.  She said she would prefer not to have them, then Kohreen responded, “Oh, can’t Christians have dragon pots?  Is it against your religion?  I have another Christian friend who told me it’s against her religion!”  Well, is it?  Of course not!  But how sad for her to think that Christians are so legalistic—this reduces our faith to numerous do’s and don’ts.

D. Legalists put confidence in the flesh (3).

1. The True Jesus Church requires seven things for salvation (explain).

2. Legalists become proud from their ability to follow all the rules.

3. There are reasons why some of us are attracted to legalism:

a) It gives us a tangible measure of where we stand.

b) It puts confidence into our hands so we can get credit for our deeds.

c) It makes decision-making easier with nearly everything being right or wrong.

II. Paul used to put confidence in his pedigree (3:4-6).

A. “Paul’s Pedigree” (explain NTS 186h; MM 31)

B. What kind of “pedigree” do you have? (Most of this covered in the conclusion)

1. You have gone to the most doctrinally correct church?

2. You have never committed adultery or murder?

3. You grew up in a godly Christian home?

III. Paul said “no” to self-righteousness and “yes” to Christ-likeness (3:7-16).

A. All his accomplishments were “dung” compared to knowing Christ (3:7-11).

1. In verses 7-16 Paul notes attitude words for “considers” some six times!  

a) Here’s a great opportunity to see the attitude that Paul adopted in his life.

b) Simply put, Paul’s attitude was this: forget credentials and pursue Christ.

2. The NIV and NASB translation as “rubbish” in verse 8 is unfortunate.  It’s too nice!  The word means “excrement”!  The KJV translates it as “dung,” which is best.

3. My family used to have a dog named Sparky.  A nice dog, but he always “did his number” at our front gate.  I’d come home at night, open the gate in the dark, and step right in his excrement.

4. If I can adopt Paul’s perspective on life, every accomplishment I’ve ever had should be equivalent to “Sparky-doo” compared to knowing Christ.

a) My business degree is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

b) My PhD is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

c) My American citizenship is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

d) My bank account balance is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

e) My future earning potential is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

f) Honestly, what is your goal in life?
g) What possibly could even come close to the privilege of knowing Christ?  Paul goes on by saying that…

B. The Philippian church should seek Christ-likeness like Paul did (3:12-16).

1. Paul confessed he hadn’t yet achieved Christ-likeness—but it was his goal (3:12-14).

a) What really is Paul’s goal?  What is the “it” that Paul hadn’t yet attained in this athletic metaphor?  (This is debated since the Greek has no direct object here—it says, “not that I have already obtained ____” and stops.)

(1) I used to think Paul meant he’s striving for heaven.

(2) Some say Paul is pursuing the knowledge of Christ (Dupont in Martin, 137).

(3) Others say it’s Christ Himself (Dibelius in Martin, 136).

(4) Still others say his goal is the resurrection (Silva, 200) as the culmination of the whole work of salvation (Silva, 202).

(5) One scholar I consulted said it’s all of the last three: knowledge, Christ, and resurrection (Martin, 138, 140). 

b) I’m convinced that the real goal is Christ-likeness (Motyer, 175) or spiritual perfection (Hendriksen, 170, 175):

(1) The ”all this” (NIV) or “it” (NAU) in verse 12 looks back to the preceding verses which speak of having Christ’s righteousness (9), 

(2) “knowing him” (10a), 

(3) and becoming “like him” (10b) 

(4) when he’s raised from the dead (11).

(5) Also, the “all this” in verse 12 is explained as being “made perfect” in the next phrase (12b).

c) Why did Jesus “take ahold of you” too?  So that you can be like Him!  How do you do it?

(1) Some say the key is to “let go and let God.”

(2) But Paul says, “I press on to take hold”!

(3) The image is one straining to be like Jesus in this life.  His example is at the end of the track and we run with perseverance to that finish line!

(4) And in this kind of race you’re sure to lose if you look back, so Paul says that he forgets what was behind (13).  Who cares how far down the track you’ve come?  You still haven’t reached the goal!

(And note that this wasn’t just Paul’s view, for he said that…)

2. The Philippians should also make Christ-likeness their goal (3:15-16).

a) Here we have two more words for “thinking” or “attitude.”

b) Paul says if you really are mature, then you will seek Christ-likeness and realize that you’re not there yet—this isn’t something that carnal Christians seek!

c) I think the thought of the end of verse 15 is that on other matters God will bring them unity as they seek the mind of Christ.

d) But how are we to make out verse 16?  The Philippians must behave in a manner consistent with the truth they had already received (Silva, 206).

(So how do verses 1-16 relate to us?  Many ways!—but here’s what I think is the thrust…)

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness sets us free from legalism based on self-righteousness (MI).

2. If we are like Christ, then we won’t become self-righteous from following man-made rules (restated MI).

3. MPs: Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from self-righteousness (3:1-16).

a) Paul warned the church against legalists (3:1-3).

b) Paul used to place confidence in his pedigree (3:4-6).

c) Paul said “no” to self-righteousness and “yes” to Christ-likeness (3:7-16).

4. Do you need to be set free from legalism?  Ask Christ to do it for you!

5. Have you renounced all personal accomplishments to pursue Christ-likeness?

a) What is your greatest accomplishment?  Is it “Excrement for Christ” (NTS 186I; MM 32)?  Make it “Crud for Christ” or “Junk for Jesus”!

b) Are you one of those driven people in Singapore?  Are you kiasu?

(1) Great!  As long as you are kiasu in the right race! Someone noted, “The worst thing about the rat race is that, even if you win, you’re still a rat”!

(2) So what is it that really drives you in your life?  Be like Paul!  Strive with all your being to be as much like Jesus as possible so you won’t need a grand overhaul when you get to heaven!
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Christ-like Protection

Philippians 3

Topic:
Christ-likeness

Subject:
Pressing toward the attitude of Christ

Complement:
protects us from false teaching

Purpose:
The listeners will make sure that their lifestyle fits in between legalism and liberinism.

Introduction

1. We’ve been discussing Christ-likeness now for a few days and trying to do so in practical terms [show Philippians chart on NTS 181; MM 19].

a) Chapter 1 reminded us that if you are like Jesus then you will be filled with joy in the most adverse circumstances.

(1) You won’t complain about your accommodations.  The most humble of us has it better than Paul did in prison!

(2) You will have an optimistic perspective on life.

b) Chapter 2 reminded us that having the attitude of Christ will cause us to serve others in selfless ways.

(1) You’ll think of others as better or more important than yourself.

(2) You’ll be genuinely humble and despise pride in yourself.

2. But there’s a huge danger in seeing Christ-likeness primarily in practical terms!  And what’s that danger?

a) The danger is that we will get the idea that the Christian life is primarily a set of do’s and don’ts.

b) It’s like saying, “If I just follow this set of rules then I’ll be like Jesus.”  

3. Why is this such a problem?  Because righteousness is not primarily external—it’s primarily internal!

a) After all, the theme of the book is to have the mind of Christ or the attitude of Christ—not the actions of Christ.

b) It’s key to get this in the right order: attitudes first, then actions.

c) Otherwise we will tend to think that if we simply do the right things then we’ll be OK with the Lord.

4. Don’t misunderstand me.  I’m not saying that actions aren’t important!  I’m only pointing out that they are insufficient.  

5. The key here is balance [“Balance in the Christian Life” T: NTS 186g; MM 36]:

a) If we think of righteousness primarily in external terms, then we will be guilty of Pharisaism or legalism, which is a form of false teaching.

b) But if we say that external behavior is completely unimportant, then we go to the other extreme.  We become libertines who have no restraint.

6. Subject: So how can having the attitude of Christ protect us from false teaching?  In other words, how can thinking like Jesus help us to end up in the “godly middle”?  You’ll notice that I entitled this message “Christ-likeness Protects.”  Protects from what?  Protects you from these two extremes on the chart.  

7. Let’s look at these two imbalances individually.  The first way that having the attitude of Christ can protect us from false teaching is…

I.   Christ-likeness protects us from legalists who starve their flesh.

      [If we are like Christ, then we won’t become self-righteous from following man-made rules.]

A. Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from self-righteousness (3:1-16).

1. Paul warns the church against legalists (3:1-3).

a) Interesting guy—he says “finally,” and then goes on for two more chapters!  Just like many speakers today!

b) Then he says, in effect, “OK, I’m going to warn you about something you’ve heard from me before—but don’t let that bother you—it’s very important!”

c) And what is it?  Legalists are out there and they won’t help you be like Christ!

d) How can we recognize legalists?  Paul gives four ways:

(1) Legalists care little for people (2a).

(a) He says, “Watch out for the dogs.”

(b) “Hey!  What’s wrong with dogs?” you say.  “I have a nice dog—he’s affectionate, loyal, and he protects me.” Well, I think you have a different concept of “dogs” than we have here.

(c) Dogs in the NT refer to animals which roamed the streets scavenging around for food and carrying disease.  You wanted to avoid them at all costs!  (ILL: Timah Hill dogs terrorizing our neighborhood)

(d) Jewish legalists cared little for people—and in this way they were like packs of dogs.

(i) Jesus confronted these people who were incensed that he would heal a man’s shriveled hand on the Sabbath.

(ii) But if one of their sheep fell into a pit on the Sabbath they would pull the sheep out!  That’s caring for animals more than for people!

(e) Christian legalists also care little for people.

(i) Skating (Tan 3042)

(ii) Lent (LENT silliness of)

(2) Legalists have evil intent in their rules (2b).

(i) Clothes (LEGALISM shuns seekers)

(ii) Hair length (LEGALISM effect on children)

(3) Legalists go way beyond the intent of the law (2c).

(a) Paul calls them “mutilators of the flesh” (NIV) or the “false circumcision” (NAU).  What does this mean?

(b) The OT commanded the careful circumcision of all baby boys.  It must be done on the eighth day of a boy’s life so as to minimize the blood (now we know that the vitamin K level of a boy’s life is the highest on the eighth day of life!)

(c) But the legalists went way beyond the law by requiring circumcision for salvation—so Paul said they were like men who botched up the circumcision operation to the extent that they hacked away at the flesh!

(d) Jewish legalists then and today go way beyond the intent of the law.

(i) Sabbath writing (Tan 3043)

(ii) Lighting fire (LEGALISM modern…)

(e) Christian legalists also have traditions that go way beyond the intent of Scripture.

(i) I’m so glad this church doesn’t require us to always say after every Scripture reading,  “May God add His blessing to the reading of His Word.”  Once I read the Scripture text at a church but didn’t say this.  I’ll never forget the look on the song leader’s face as he got up to lead the hymn.  You see, I hadn’t said, “May God add His blessing to the reading of His Word” and this man was terrified!  So he quickly said it himself: “May God add His blessing to the reading of His Word,” sighed in relief, then lead the hymn!  I thought that God’s Word had inherent authority without the need to pronounce a blessing on it!

(ii) Another tradition is requiring those who pray to end, “In Jesus’ name, Amen.”  

(a) Did you know that this phrase is not found in the Bible?  Yes, we are commanded to ask in Christ’s name, but must we use this as a formula?  

(b) Once as a pastor I counseled a family in crisis.  I encouraged them to pray together and the young middle-age daughter, unaccustomed to prayer, prayed like this: “Hello?  God?  Hi, this is Jan.  We’re having a tough time in this family right now so can you please send some extra angels to help?  Thanks, bye!”  Do you see how legalistic we get in our prayer language?  That prayer was a breath of fresh air to me—and to God too! 

(iii) I have a Buddhist friend named Kohreen who asked my pastor’s wife if she wanted her dragon pots for her large plants.  She said she would prefer not to have them, then Kohreen responded, “Oh, can’t Christians have dragon pots?  Is it against your religion?  I have another Christian friend who told me it’s against her religion!”  Well, is it?  Of course not!  But how sad for her to think that Christians are so legalistic—this reduces our faith to numerous do’s and don’ts.

(4) Legalists put confidence in the flesh (v. 3).

(a) The True Jesus Church requires seven things for salvation (explain).

(b) They become proud from their ability to follow all the rules.

(c) There are reasons why some of us are attracted to legalism:

(i) It gives us a tangible measure of where we stand.

(ii) It puts confidence into our hands so we can get credit for our deeds.

(iii) It makes decision-making easier with nearly everything being right or wrong.

2. Paul used to be like the Judaizers when he placed confidence in his own seemingly righteous deeds and pedigree (3:4-6).  [ “Paul’s Pedigree” T: NTS 186h; MM 31]

3. Paul renounces his self-righteousness by setting himself up as a model of one who seeks Christ-likeness above all else (3:7-16).

a) In verses 7-16 Paul notes words for “considers” some six times!  

(1) Here’s a great opportunity to see the attitude that Paul adopted in his life.

(2) Simply put, Paul’s attitude was this: forget credentials and pursue Christ.

b) All his accomplishments are worthless compared to knowing Christ (3:7-11).

(1) The NIV and NASB translation as “rubbish” in verse 8 is unfortunate.  It’s too nice!  The word means “excrement”!  The KJV translates this as “dung,” which carries more of the meaning.

(2) My family used to have a dog named Sparky.  A nice dog, but he continually “did his number” at our front gate.  I’d come home at night, open the gate in the dark, and step right in his excrement.

(3) If I can adopt Paul’s perspective on life, every accomplishment I’ve ever had should be equivalent to “Sparky-doo” compared to knowing Christ.

(a) My business degree is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

(b) My PhD is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

(c) My American citizenship is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

(d) My bank account balance is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

(e) My future earning potential is excrement compared to knowing Christ.

(f) It kinda reminds me of when many disciples were leaving Jesus, Christ asked the twelve, “Are you going to leave too?”  Peter spoke up, “To whom shall we go?  You alone have the words of eternal life!”

(g) What possibly could even come close to the privilege of knowing Christ?  Paul goes on by saying that…

c) The Philippian church should seek Christ-likeness like Paul did (3:12-16).

(1) Paul confessed that he hadn’t yet achieved Christ-likeness—but it was his goal (3:12-14).

(a) What really is Paul’s goal?  What is the “it” that Paul hadn’t yet attained in this athletic metaphor?  (This is debated since the Greek has no direct object here—it says, “not that I have already obtained ____” and stops.)

(i) I used to think Paul meant he’s striving for heaven.

(ii) Some say Paul is pursuing the knowledge of Christ (Dupont in Martin, 137).

(iii) Others say it’s Christ Himself (Dibelius in Martin, 136).

(iv) Still others say his goal is the resurrection (Silva, 200) as the culmination of the whole work of salvation (Silva, 202).

(v) One scholar I consulted said it’s all of the last three: knowledge, Christ, and resurrection (Martin, 138, 140). 

(vi) Others give up and just avoid the issue (Lightfoot, 152).

(b) I’m convinced that the real goal is Christ-likeness (Motyer, 175) or spiritual perfection (Hendriksen, 170, 175):

(i) The ”all this” (NIV) or “it” (NAU) in verse 12 looks back to the preceding verses which speak of having Christ’s righteousness (9), 

(ii) “knowing him” (10a), 

(iii) and becoming “like him” (10b) 

(iv) when he’s raised from the dead (11).

(v) Also, the “all this” in verse 12 is explained as being “made perfect” in the next phrase (12b).

(c) Why did Jesus “take ahold of you” too?  So that you can be like Him!  How do you do it?

(i) Some say the key is to “let go and let God.”

(ii) But Paul says, “I press on to take hold”!

(iii) The imagery is one of straining as much as possible to be like Jesus in this life.  His example is at the end of the track and we run with perseverance to that finish line!

(iv) And in this kind of race you’re sure to lose if you look back, so Paul says that he forgets what was behind (13).  Who cares how far down the track you’ve come?  You still haven’t reached the goal!

(And note that this wasn’t just Paul’s view, for he said that…)

(2) The Philippians should also make Christ-likeness their goal (3:15-16).

(a) Here we have two more words for “thinking” or “attitude.”

(b) Paul says if you really are mature, then you will seek Christ-likeness with the realization that you’re not there yet—this isn’t something that carnal Christians seek!

(c) I think the thought of the end of verse 15 is that on other matters God will bring them unity as they seek the mind of Christ.

(d) But how are we to make out verse 16?  The Philippians must behave in a manner consistent with the truth they had already received (Silva, 206).

(So how do verses 1-16 relate to us?  Many ways—but here’s one question to ponder…)

B. Have you renounced personal accomplishments in order to pursue Christ-likeness?

1. What is your greatest accomplishment?  Is it “Excrement for Christ” (NTS 186I; MM 32)?  Make it “Crud for Christ” or “Junk for Jesus”!

2. Are you one of those driven  people so commonplace in Singapore?  Are you kiasu?

a) Great!  As long as you are kiasu in the right race!  As someone has said, “The worst thing about the rat race is that, even if you win, you’re still a rat”!

b) So what is it that really drives you in your life?  Be like Paul!  Strive with all your being to be as much like Jesus as possible so you won’t need a grand overhaul when you get to heaven!

(Let’s get back to the big picture of chapter 3.  This whole chapter discusses how pursuing Christ-likeness protects us from false teaching or heresy.  We’ve seen so far in the chapter that striving for Christ-likeness keeps us from the extreme of legalism.  Now we turn to the opposite extreme…)

II.  Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh.

       [If you imitate Jesus then you won’t become too loose in your behaviour.]

A. Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from living without any restraints (3:17-21).

1. Libertines live for today by indulging their flesh and thus should be avoided (3:17-19).

a) These people are described in five ways (3:18b-19):

(1) They are enemies of salvation by faith.

(2) They are unsaved.

(3) Their real goal is pleasure.

(4) They’re proud about things that they should be ashamed of.

(5) Their mind is on earthly things.

b) Do we have any people like that today?  Unfortunately, we do.  [“Modern License” T: NTS 186j; MM 33]

c) Paul was so serious about these errors that he cried as he wrote (3:18a).  We laugh, he cried!

(In contrast to these who seek pleasure, how should we live?)

2. Believers live for tomorrow by anticipating their bodies being glorified like Christ’s (3:20-21).

a) Remember where our citizenship is (3:20a).

(1) Philippi was an important Roman city—every citizen was a Roman just like they would have been in Rome!

(2) Paul drew on this knowledge to remind them that being a Roman was peanuts next to being a citizen of heaven but living here as an alien.

(3) Your passport may say “Singaporean” but that’s only a temporary pass!

b) As members of the heavenly city, we are promised matching heavenly bodies so that we will be like Christ not only in attitude but in body too (3:20b-21).  Wow!

B. Do you have tendencies towards license?  (too low of standards?)

1. Parenting: How many here are first generation Christian parents?  One thing that may mean is that as children yourselves you were allowed exposure to far more things than you should allow your own children to do or see.

a) License is seen now when TV is allowed without monitoring as long as the kids have their studying done (1991 versus 1997)

b) Or movies are frequented without restraint.

c) “Nothing to do in Singapore” excuse

2. Pluralism: 

a) I agree that different religions should live in harmony with one another.

b) But religious harmony does not mean equal in truth.

3. Prophecy: Here’s a real new but terrible danger…

a) So-called “congregational prophecy” which is inspired but with error?!  

b) We are giving license to say whatever we want and blame it on the Holy Spirit!

4. Abortion: 

a) Is abortion wrong?  

b) Why cannot Christians address it?

5. Church Discipline: How many of you have ever seen Matthew 18:15-17 implemented?  Why not?  

a) Is it because the people in our churches are so holy that no sins are bad enough to warrant discipline?

b) Or have we become so liberal that we don’t bat an eye at that which caused the Apostle Paul to cry about?

Conclusion

1. Pressing toward the attitude of Christ protects us from false teaching (Main Idea).

2. Which extreme do you tend to drift towards: legalism or license?

a) Do you tend to require too much of yourself and others—beyond what the Scripture dictates?

b) Do you tend to require too little of yourself and others—not up to what the Scripture dictates?

3. The only way to find balance between these extremes is to seek the attitude of Christ.  Is Christ-likeness your highest goal in life?

a) FCC helped me make John 3:30 my life verse (MM 34).

b) Before we were ever engaged or even could stand one another, Susan and I had our problems which came to a head one day.  So I pulled her aside and told her what my real goal was for her—that, through knowing me, she would become more Christlike.

c) This was Paul’s goal in his converts (Col. 1:28-29)

d) This is my goal for my three sons.

(1) Not primarily education

(2) Not primarily financial stability

(3) Not a professional job—or even a missionary or pastoral ministry

(4) But Christ-likeness

4. My prayer for you as we close is based on Paul’s prayer for the church in Philippians 1:9-11 (the heart of the letter).

Discussion Questions:

15.
When you’re “out of balance” do you drift more towards legalism or license?  Why?

16.
What personal accomplishments must you consider as rubbish in your own life in order to really pursue Christ-likeness (3:4-6)?

17.
Can you honestly say that knowing Christ is the most valuable priority in your life (3:7-8)?  Why or why not?  What are you holding more dear?

18.
List as many of Paul’s “tips” as you can on how to reach Christian maturity (3:12-16).

19.
If you had to choose between: (a) continuing in your present profession without Christ, or (b) trimming trees with Christ, which would you choose to do for the rest of your life?

Balance in the Christian Life

	Legalism
	A Godly Balance
	Libertinism



	Legal = Law Only
	Law and Liberty
	Liberty = No Law



	Excessive Rules
	Only Biblical Rules
	License for Everything



	Highly Structured
	Some Structure
	No Structure



	Pharisee-like
	Christlike
	Glutton-like



	“god” is their Traditions
	God is Christ
	“god” is their Stomach



	Starves the Flesh
	Controls the Flesh
	Indulges the Flesh



	Claim of Perfectionism
	In Process (3:12-13)
	Practice of Fatalism



	Think they’ve Arrived
	Know they Haven’t
	Don’t Care if they Do



	Phil. 3:1-3
	Phil. 3:4-16
	Phil. 3:17-20



	Confidence in Flesh (3:3)
	Confidence in Christ

(3:7)
	Confidence in Shame

(3:19c)



	Righteousness from the Law (3:9a)
	Righteousness by Faith (3:9b)
	Righteousness not Pursued (3:19d)



	No Movies
	Wholesome Movies
	All Movies

	No TV
	Wholesome TV
	All TV

	No Music
	Wholesome Music
	All Music

	No Wine for Merit
	No Wine/Moderation
	Drunkenness

	Unclean Foods
	Moderation
	Gluttony

	Celibacy Required
	Celibacy for Ministry
	Sexual Immorality

	“Christian Sabbath”
	Rest
	Frivolity


	Paul’s Pedigree (Phil. 3:4-6)

	Circumcised the eighth day
	This sign of participation in the Abrahamic Covenant separated Paul from pagans and was performed on him the exact day the OT prescribed (Gen. 17:11-12)



	Of the people of Israel
	Paul was a pure-blooded member of this race chosen by God himself (not even a proselyte, who were often viewed as “second class”)



	Of the tribe of Benjamin
	This tribe was one of the smallest, yet it boasted Israel’s first king (Saul)—so Paul was not from a disreputable tribe like Dan, Reuben, etc.



	a Hebrew of Hebrews
	Paul did not adopt Greek ways even though he grew up in a Greek city (Tarsus)



	in regard to the law, a Pharisee
	This sect adhered more strictly to the Mosaic law than any sect in mainstream society



	as for zeal, persecuting the church
	Even most Pharisees did not actively seek to do away with Messianic believers



	as for legalistic righteousness, faultless
	Paul followed all 613 Pharisaical laws without exception




Excrement for  Christ

Phil. 3:7-8

Paul considered his life’s best accomplishments mere “dung” (KJV) compared to knowing Christ.  Which of the following items are potential sources of pride in your own life?

Personal



Occupational position/title


Income level



Power


Education/Degree(s)


Other
Social



Social position


Friends



Spouse


House


Car


Neighborhood


Country club


Golf/sports


Other
Spiritual



Church position/title


Tithes, offerings, gifts



Church membership


Ministry experience or giftedness


Bible knowledge


Humility


Other
Physical



Personal Appearance


Strength



Health


Abilities


Other

Is your attitude toward these things like Paul’s?  Are they “rubbish” to you?
Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1


Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

Text

Possible Illustrations ILL3

(i) Jws at my door: “At least I kept you from spreading your heresy to my neighbors for two hours!”

(ii) Salvation can be lost (charismatics)

(iii) We impose traditions relating to dress too.  I believe that dressing appropriately at church is important, but let’s not legislate it.

(iv) What if we feel that the offering must be followed by a doxology?  There’s nothing wrong with having a doxology, but there’s also nothing wrong with not having it.  No text says, “Thou shalt sing a doxology after collecting the offering.”

(v) Do some people really get bent out of shape to have the order of service changed?  Must the bulletin always look the same each week?  Must we even have a bulletin?

b) I’m so glad this church doesn’t require us to always say after every Scripture reading,  “May God add His blessing to the reading of His Word.”  Once I read the Scripture text at a church but didn’t say this.  I’ll never forget the look on the song leader’s face as he got up to lead the hymn.  You see, I hadn’t said, “May God add His blessing to the reading of His Word” and this man was terrified!  So he quickly said it himself: “May God add His blessing to the reading of His Word,” sighed in relief, then lead the hymn!  I thought that God’s Word had inherent authority without the need to pronounce a blessing on it!

2. Have you really considered your “best feats in life” to be excrement compared to the value of knowing Christ?

3. What’s your real view of your educational achievements?

4. Is becoming like Christ more important to you than money?

5. Is your ego in the way of becoming like Jesus?

Christlike Protection

Philippians 3

Introduction
Subject: How does having the attitude of Christ protect us from false teaching?

I.
Christ-likeness protects us from legalists.

A.
Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from self-righteous legalists (3:1-16).

B.
Have you renounced personal accomplishments in order to pursue Christ-likeness?

II.
Christ-likeness protects us from libertines who indulge their flesh in sin.

A.
Paul’s pursuit of Christ-likeness protected him from living as if there are no restraints (3:17-21).

B.
Do you have tendencies towards libertinism?

Main Idea: Having the attitude of Christ protects us from false teaching.

Discussion Questions:
What present examples of legalism and libertinism can you name?

What personal accomplishments must you consider as rubbish in your own life in order to really pursue Christ-likeness (3:4-6)?

Can you honestly say that knowing Christ is the most valuable priority in your life (3:7-8)?  Why or why not?  What are you holding more dear?

List as many of Paul’s “tips” as you can on how to reach Christian maturity (3:12-16).

Title

Passage

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: 

I.


II.


III.


Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Two imbalances 

2. How can having the attitude of Christ protect us from false teaching?

3. Christ-likeness sets us free from legalism based on self-righteousness (Main Idea).

I.   Paul first warned the church against legalists (3:1-3).
     How can we recognize legalists?  Paul gives four ways:

A. Legalists don’t care for people (2a).

B. Legalists have evil intent in their rules (2b).

C. Legalists go way beyond the Law’s intent (2c).

D. Legalists put confidence in the flesh (3).

II. Paul used to put confidence in his pedigree (3:4-6).
III. Paul said “no” to self-righteousness and “yes” to Christ-likeness (3:7-16).

A. All his accomplishments were worthless compared to knowing Christ (3:7-11).
B. The Philippian church should seek Christ-likeness like Paul did (3:12-16).

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness sets us free from legalism based on self-righteousness (Main Idea).

2. Do you need to be set free from legalism?  

3. Have you renounced all personal accomplishments to pursue Christ-likeness?

Bulletin Outline with Blanks
Introduction

1. Two imbalances 

2. How can having the attitude of Christ protect us from __________  _____________?

3. _________________ sets us free from legalism based on self-righteousness (Main Idea).

I.   Paul first warned the church against _____________ (3:1-3).
     How can we recognize legalists?  Paul gives four ways:

A. Legalists don’t care for people (2a).

B. Legalists have evil intent in their rules (2b).

C. Legalists go way beyond the Law’s intent (2c).

D. Legalists put confidence in the flesh (3).

II. Paul used to put confidence in his _____________ (3:4-6).
III. Paul said “no” to _________________ and “yes” to _________________ (3:7-16).

A. All his accomplishments were worthless compared to knowing Christ (3:7-11).
B. The Philippian church should seek Christ-likeness like Paul did (3:12-16).

Conclusion

1. Christ-likeness sets us free from ____________ based on self-righteousness (Main Idea).

2. Do you need to be set free from legalism?  

3. Have you renounced all personal accomplishments to pursue Christ-likeness?
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