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Topic:
Humility

Theme:
How can we [show humility and] overcome jealousy?

Thrust:
Slay jealousy by magnifying Jesus (=MI)

Purpose:
The listeners will humble themselves by comparing themselves to Christ—not others.

Meditation:
John 3:30

John Clip:
John 3:22-36
Introduction

1. Interest: [A jealous shopkeeper hurt himself first in order to harm his competitor.]
a) A fable tells us that once a shopkeeper saw that, as hard as he worked, his competitor seemed to get richer and richer.

b) The shopkeeper finally prayed that God would help him, so the Lord sent an angel that appeared to him and said, “I will grant you whatever you want, but your competitor will get twice as much as you.  So what is your wish?”

c) The shopkeeper thought about it for a while and answered, “I wish that you would blind me in one eye!”
2. Need: Sometimes our jealousy will cause us to go to great lengths!

a) Are you jealous of what others have achieved?
b) We all are tempted to be jealous:

(1) Someone else gets the breaks than you deserve.

(2) Others sing better—or are more creative—and you’re jealous.

(3) Another has a newer, faster computer.

(4) Or a more prestigious or higher paying job—or better working hours

(5) Maybe you’re jealous of one with a nicer house, car, clothes, or body!

(6) You might even have better performance, or are smarter, or more frugal, or whatever—but you still have to work harder or someone else gets the credit.

3. Subject: Jealousy is a lion we all fight.  How can we slay the jealousy lion?
4. Background: So far in John’s Gospel, both John and Jesus had similar ministries of teaching and baptizing in the desert.  What’s going to happen?  They don’t know!
a) Up to chapter 3 in John’s gospel, John the Baptist has risen in popularity (cf. 1:21).  Some thought he was the great Elijah brought back to earth!

b) The crowds poured out of the cities even into the desert to hear him preach and be baptized by him.
5. Text/Preview: From John 3:22-36 we will first see the temptation for John to seek the limelight, and then how he overcame potential jealousy. First, note that…
I.   John was tempted to jealousy regarding ministry success (3:22-26).

A. John’s ministry was booming (3:22-24).

1. Jesus and His disciples were baptizing people at Judea (3:22).

2. But people came constantly to John to be baptized at Aenon (3:23-24).

3. Mark says even Herod liked listening to John but he had never met Jesus!

B. Then John’s disciples provoked his jealousy by telling him they were losing people to Jesus (3:25-26).

1. But how does this argument between John’s disciples and another Jew relate to the popularity of John and Jesus (3:25)?

a) Before John came along, ceremonial washings were popular among the Pharisees and another monastic-like sect called the Essenes.

b) Then John came baptizing and had a great following, so his disciples thought, “Awesome!  We are the new group but gaining an even larger crowd!”

c) Yet this Jew in verse 25 evidently informed John’s disciples that Jesus had even larger crowds than John now. All of a sudden, John’s disciples saw that they weren’t the hottest show in town any more!

d) Verse 26 implies that John needed to improve his image—or marketing strategy—or product.  If he didn’t, he would lose the battle to “that man,” his competitor, Jesus!

2. Why did John’s disciples note that Jesus was gaining more followers (3:26)?  Didn’t they know that this was the whole idea?

a) John’s men appear to be angry and jealous here.  Who’s this new guy, Jesus?  

(1) He’s not born into a priestly family like John!  

(2) He’s not been studying the Scriptures in the desert like John has, because he’s only a carpenter’s son!  

(3) He’s even younger than John but he’s still gaining more popularity.  That shouldn't be!

b) They still needed to see that John’s whole ministry was not about him—it was to point people to Christ!

C. We can be tempted to jealousy too.

1. I have temptations to become jealous.

a) People sometimes leave Crossroads to go over to other churches and I ask, “Hey, what does that church have that we don't have?  We are a loving group, committed to each other and the Word!  Why don’t they stay?” (I forget that other people sometimes leave their churches to come over to us too.)

b) One person at my first church in Texas told me he was switching to another church down the road.  When I asked him why, he said that the preaching was better there.  At least he was honest!  I felt a tinge of jealousy for that pastor whose preaching was better than mine.

c) Colleagues have published books but my dissertation has sold only seven copies.

d) Other friends of mine are smarter, faster at doing things, funnier, or whatever!

2. Can you relate to John’s temptation?  What would be your response?  How do you deal with feelings of jealousy?

a) You see others getting credit or benefits that really should go to you.

b) You get passed up by someone who comes later than you—or is clearly less gifted than you are!
(John had every opportunity to be jealous.  Now let’s see how he overcame that temptation…)

II. John overcame jealousy by focusing on Jesus’ superiority (3:27-36).
A. John humbly testified that Jesus is superior to him (3:27-30).

1. John said three things in verses 27-30: that God is sovereign in all things, that he was only a messenger, and that Jesus was more important.
2. John knew that he was not the Christ but only his assistant (3:28-29).

a) He was not the Christ—the anointed king of Israel (3:28).  He was simply the announcer of the king!

b) He was not the one getting married, but only the best man (3:29).

c) John was the shoshben—the man who arranged the marriage and brought the bride to her husband.  The focus was the groom—not the shosben!

3. John knew that Jesus must be more important and he must be less important (3:30).

a) I first heard this verse preached while in college. A calligrapher wrote it out and each of us at our service was given a copy.  Here it is!  I have kept this now for over 30 years.  That day I decided to make John 3:30 my life verse—so it is my goal that each year I live, I will seek to be more like Jesus than the previous year.

b) When William Carey lay dying, he turned to a friend and said, “When I am gone, don’t talk about William Carey; talk about William Carey’s Savior.  I desire that Christ alone might be magnified.”
B. John humbly testified that Jesus is the Son of God (3:31-36).

1. Notice the many contrasts between Jesus and John…

a) Jesus is the Christ/King (28) while John was only his runner (28)!

b) Jesus is the Groom (29a) but John only the friend (29b)!

c) Jesus is more important than John (30).

d) Jesus is from above (31a) while John only from the earth (31b).  Jesus knows what it is like to be in the very presence of God himself!

e) Jesus is given everything (35) but John virtually nothing in comparison (31).

f) Jesus has the Spirit without limit (34).  Why?  Because…

g) Jesus is the Son of the Father (35) while John is only a servant.

h) Their baptisms can’t get much different than water and fire! [read slide]

2. This is also why belief in Jesus determines eternal life or God’s wrath (3:36).

a) Why was Jesus negative by talking about wrath (3:36)?

(1) No, he was only being honest.  A doctor who tells the actual condition of the patient does so not out of negativism but concern.

(2) This is the only place in John’s gospel that mentions God’s wrath.  Notice “remains” is present tense—so wrath is a present as well as a future reality.

b) We have only two choices—belief in Christ or rejecting Christ—and also only one of two destinies—eternal life with God or experiencing God’s wrath in hell.

(So, in light of how great Jesus is, and how puny we are, how should deal with jealousy?  Whenever we’re jealous, we’re comparing ourselves to the wrong person!  We can…)

Conclusion

1. Slay jealousy by magnifying Jesus (MI).

2. Main Points
a) John was tempted to jealousy in his ministry success (3:22-26).

b) John overcame his temptation by focusing on Jesus’ superiority (3:27-35).

3. John saw clearly that it wasn’t about him!  It was about Jesus!  When will we see this?  Friends, let’s say it together: “It’s not about me!”  Say it again: “It’s not about me!”
4. [Jealous can ruin us and others.]

Two men, both seriously ill, occupied the same hospital room. One man was allowed to sit up in his bed for an hour each afternoon to help drain the fluid from his lungs. His bed was next to the room’s only window. The other man had to spend all his time flat on his back.

The men talked for hours on end. They spoke of their wives and families, their homes, their jobs, their involvement in the military service, where they had been on vacation. And every afternoon when the man in the bed by the window could sit up, he would pass the time by describing to his roommate all the things he could see outside the window. The man in the other bed began to live for those one-hour periods where his world would be broadened and enlivened by all the activity and color of the world outside.

The window overlooked a park with a lovely lake. Ducks and swans played on the water while children sailed their model boats.  Young lovers walked arm in arm amidst flowers of every color of the rainbow. Grand old trees graced the landscape, and a fine view of the city skyline could be seen in the distance. As the man by the window described all this in exquisite detail, the man on the other side of the room would close his eyes and imagine the picturesque scene.

One warm afternoon the man by the window described a parade passing by. Although the other man couldn’t hear the band - he could see it in his mind’s eye as the gentleman by the window portrayed it with descriptive words.

Then unexpectedly, a sinister thought entered his mind. Why should the other man alone experience all the pleasures of seeing everything while he himself never got to see anything? It didn’t seem fair. 

At first thought the man felt ashamed. But as the days passed and he missed seeing more sights, his envy eroded into resentment and soon turned him sour. He began to brood and he found himself unable to sleep. He should be by that window - that thought, and only that thought now controlled his life. 

Late one night as he lay staring at the ceiling, the man by the window began to cough. He was choking on the fluid in his lungs. The other man watched in the dimly lit room as the struggling man by the window groped for the button to call for help. Listening from across the room he never moved, never pushed his own button which would have brought the nurse running in. In less than five minutes the coughing and choking stopped, along with that the sound of breathing. Now there was only silence - deathly silence. 

The following morning the day nurse arrived to bring water for their baths. When she found the lifeless body of the man by the window, she was saddened and called the hospital attendants to take it away. 

As soon as it seemed appropriate, the other man asked if he could be moved next to the window. The nurse was happy to make the switch, and after making sure he was comfortable, she left him alone. Slowly, painfully, he propped himself up on one elbow to take his first look at the world outside. Finally, he would have the joy of seeing it all himself. He strained to slowly turn to look out the window beside the bed.

It faced a blank wall! 

The man asked the nurse what could have compelled his deceased roommate who had described such wonderful things outside this window.


The nurse responded that the man was blind and could not even see the wall. She said, "Perhaps he just wanted to encourage you."

5. Exhortation/Application: Why are we jealous—and what makes me think that it’s all about me?

a) The root of jealousy (and every other sin) is P-R-I-D-E.  And what’s at the center of P-R-I-D-E?  None other than I—me!

b) John the Baptist knew that it wasn’t about him—it was about Jesus, so John was able to “take the high road” by “taking the low road.”

c) Are you willing to humble yourself when the temptations of success come? Or will you be jealous when other people succeed in their ministry or jobs?
6. Who are you jealous of—boss, colleague, church friend, sister, brother, classmate?

7. What should you do when the “jealousy lion” attacks?

a) Watch your heart—your passions, what controls your time, your pride…

b) Watch your words—speak not of yourself, but of Christ.  Sometimes we say, “Oh, that guy speaks from the heart”—but we all do, according to Luke 6:45 [read].  This verse warns us that we all speak from the heart.  The question is whether we have a good heart or an evil heart!

c) Don’t compare yourself with anyone but Christ!  That will humble you!

d) Each of us is going to be humble—eventually.  The only question is whether we are going to humble ourselves or whether God will humble us.

e) Jesus is supreme.  Like John, let’s exalt Christ!
Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. John 3:1-21 has just noted the account of how Christ offers something far better to a religious man like Nicodemus because Jesus gives people new life by being born again.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. Chapters 1–5 has noted many examples of people that could see Christ was God’s son.  

2. Here is another account of how credible people believed in Jesus as the Son of God.  Since Christ is the focus, we have no reason to be jealous of one another.
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1. Why did Jesus leave Jerusalem in 3:22-23?

2. How does the argument between John’s disciples and another Jew relate to the popularity of John and Jesus (3:25)?

a) Before John came along, ceremonial washings were popular among the Pharisees and another monastic-like sect called the Essenes.

b) Then John came baptizing and had a great following, so his disciples thought, “Awesome!  We are the new group but gaining an even larger crowd!”

c) Yet this Jew in verse 25 evidently informed John’s disciples that Jesus had even larger crowds than John now. All of a sudden, John’s disciples saw that they weren’t the hottest thing in town any more!

d) So they felt that they should tell John that he needed to improve his image—or marketing strategy—or product.  If he didn’t, he would lose the battle with Jesus.

3. Why did John’s disciples note that Jesus was gaining more followers (3:26)?  Didn’t they know that this was the whole idea?

a) John’s men appear to be angry and jealous here.  Who’s this new guy, Jesus?  

(1) He’s not born into a priestly family like John!  

(2) He’s not been studying the Scriptures in the desert like John has, because he’s only a carpenter’s son!  

(3) He’s even younger than John but he’s still gaining more popularity.  That shouldn't be!

b) They still needed to see that John’s whole ministry was not about him—it was to point people to Christ!

4. Is the “one who is from the earth” a reference to John the Baptist (3:31)?  The BKC sees it as a reference to any religious teacher.

a) Christ is from above and therefore superior to any and every teacher (3:31).

b) Christ alone testifies to what it is like to be in the very presence of God himself (3:32).

c) Believers in Christ affirm that God is truthful (3:33).

5. The text says that Jesus had many followers (3:26), so how could John say that no one was accepting Christ’s testimony (3:32)?

a) At this point, it is true that Jesus was gaining a following.

b) However, mankind as a whole rejected Christ.

6. Why was Jesus negative by talking about death (3:36)?

a) No, he was only being honest.  A doctor who tells the actual condition of the patient does so not out of negativism but concern.

b) This is the only place in John’s gospel that mentions God’s wrath.  This “remains” on unbelievers, which is present tense—so it is a present as well as a future reality.

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
It’s Not About You
John 3:22-36
Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Prologue:  Before John the Baptist was arrested by Herod and put into prison, his ministry overlapped that of the Lord Jesus.  However, his ultimate ministry was to point the people to the Lamb of God, not to draw people to him. 

Exegetical Idea (CPT): The way that John overcame the temptation to be greater than Jesus was by humbly acknowledging Jesus’ supremacy.
I.  The temptation for John to be proud of his ministry success was his popularity among people (3:22-26).

A. The temptation of John was seen in his growing ministry (3:22-24).

B. The disciples of John provoked his jealousy by telling him that many people went to Jesus for baptism (3:25-26).

II. The way John showed humility was by focusing on Jesus’ superiority as the Son of God (3:27-36).

A. John humbly testified that Jesus as the Messiah is superior to him (3:27-30).

1. John knew that God is sovereign in all things (3:27).

2. John knew that he was not the Christ but only his messenger just as a bridegroom is superior to his attendant (3:28-29).

3. John knew that Jesus must be more important and he must be less important (3:30).

B. John humbly testified that Jesus is the Son of God (3:31-36).
1. Jesus, who came from heaven, testified what He has witnessed (3:31-32).

2. John testified that God is true (3:33).

3. Jesus has the Spirit without limit (3:34).

4. Jesus is the Son of the Father (3:35).

5. Belief in Jesus determines if one has eternal life or God’s wrath (3:36).

Sources:
Carson, D.A, et al., “John,” The New Bible Commentary. Downers Grove, Illinois: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994, IVP Software Reference

Tenney, Merrill C. “John,” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 9: John-Acts. ed. Frank E. Gaebelein. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981.

Boice, James Montgomery, The Gospel of John, vol. 1, Zondervan Publishing House, 1975

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will humble themselves by focusing on Jesus’ superiority.
Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How can we overcome jealousy?
Introduction

1. Interest: [A jealous shopkeeper hurt himself first in order to harm his competitor.]
2. Need: Are you jealous of what others have achieved?
3. Subject: Jealousy is a feeling we all struggle with.  How can we slay the jealousy monster?
4. Background: When John and Jesus had similar ministries, John’s disciples were there to compare and compete.
5. Text/Preview: From John 3:22-36 we will first see the temptation for John to jealousy, and then how he overcame it.
(First, note that…)

I.   John was tempted to jealousy regarding ministry success (3:22-26).

A. John’s ministry was booming (3:22-24).

1. Jesus and His disciples were baptizing people at Judea (3:22).

2. People came constantly to John to be baptized at Aenon (3:23).

B. John’s disciples provoked his jealousy by telling him that they were losing people to Jesus (3:25-26).

C. ILL: Joshua’s desire to stop two men from prophesying illustrates his jealousy for Moses (Num 11:26-27).

D. We can be tempted to jealousy too.

(So we have seen John’s temptation to be jealous.  Now let’s see how he overcame that temptation…)

II. John overcame jealousy by focusing on Jesus’ superiority (3:27-36).
A. John humbly testified that Jesus is superior to him (3:27-30).

1. John knew that God is sovereign in all things (3:27).

2. John knew that he was not the Christ but only his assistant (3:28-29).

a) He was not the Christ (3:28).  

b) He was not the one getting married, but only the best man (3:29).

3. John knew that Jesus must be more important and he must be less important (3:30).

4. ILL: When William Carey lay dying, he turned to a friend and said, “When I am gone, don’t talk about William Carey; talk about William Carey’s Savior.  I desire that Christ alone might be magnified.”
B. John humbly testified that Jesus is the Son of God (3:31-36).

1. Jesus, who came from heaven, testified what He has witnessed (3:31-32).

2. He who believed witnessed that God is true (3:33).

3. Jesus has the Spirit without limit (3:34).

4. Jesus is the Son of the Father (3:35).

5. Belief in Jesus determines if one has eternal life or God’s wrath (3:36).

Conclusion

1. Slay jealousy by magnifying Jesus (MI).

2. Main Points
a) John was tempted to jealousy in his ministry success (3:22-26).

b) John overcame his temptation by focusing on Jesus’ superiority (3:27-35).
3. Exhortation/Application: Are you willing to humble yourself when the temptation of rising in fame comes? Or will you be jealous when other people succeed in their ministry?

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

1. Jealousy dragon—envy monster—envy envoy—etc. 
2. Slay jealousy by magnifying Jesus 

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. We all are tempted to be jealous:

a) Someone else is more organized than you.

b) Another has better behaved children.

c) Others sing better—or are more creative.

d) He or she has a more prestigious or higher paying job.

e) You might even have better performance, or are smarter, or more frugal, or whatever—but someone else gets the credit.

2. CIC

a) I remember when we experienced some growth at CIC in our first few months, so we moved out of our room that seated 75 into a larger worship hall that sat 200.

b) Our SS class split into two groups

3. My temptations to jealousy

a) People sometimes leave Crossroads to go over to other churches (I forget that others leave other churches to come over to us too).

b) One person at my first church in Texas told me he was switching to another church down the road.  When I asked him why, he said that the preaching was better there.  At least he was honest!

c) Colleagues have published books whereas my dissertation on the Sabbath sold only seven copies.
4. Stan Ponz wrote to say that he couldn’t figure out why his church grew 30% the past year.

5. Ants that compare themselves with one another would be ridiculous in comparison to our strength to squash them.

6. The pastors and preachers at Crossroads are all teammates in the gospel, so none is better than another (have them come forward at the end of the message).

7. When it comes to jealousy, it has been said that if your neighbor’s grass is greener, just be thankful that you are still above ground to see it!
Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Exalt others—like Alan Stanley!
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