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Introduction

1. Interest: [Denominations don’t matter as much as they used to.]

a) Once a Baptist boy and Methodist girl went swimming in a kiddy pool at the boy’s home.  It was a hot day, so soon this Baptist boy and a Methodist girl both took off their bathing suits.  They played for a while until the little Baptist boy stopped, looked more closely at the girl, and said, “I didn’t know there was that much difference between a Baptist and a Methodist!”

b) Differences between these denominations were a bit overemphasized, don’t you think?  Today denominations don’t matter like they used to.

(1) A century ago each denomination established its own school, but now at Singapore Bible College I teach with Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Anglicans, and a host of other denominations.  The 500 students and 30 teachers comprise 25 denominations from 22 countries.

(2) We’re discovering that denominations don’t matter as much as they used to—as long as we focus on the basics.

2. But what’s sad is that studies show that there is no real difference between those who attend church and those who don’t attend at all.

a) Are churchgoers better?  No!  The divorce rate of church attendees isn’t really any different from that of those who don’t attend church.

b) Too often we cheat on our taxes as much as the next guy…

c) And I’ve even heard Christian employers say that they won’t hire Christians!  What’s happening?

3. Need: At a more personal level, is there any real difference between you and your non-church-going neighbors?  Are you genuinely more loving… with a stronger marriage and family… and higher standards of integrity?

4. Intro to MPI: Why is it that often those who are religious are hardly any different from those are not religious?  That’s because…

I.
Religion isn’t enough (1-2).

    [Our human systems of reaching God always fail—we need to know God’s way!]

A. [Nicodemus didn’t know how to reach God even though he was a Jewish leader who could see Jesus’ power (1-2).]

1. This truth is seen in today’s text where Jesus spoke with one of the most religious men of His day.  Please turn with me to John 3.  Let’s read John 3:1…

2. By saying that Nicodemus was a key Jewish leader, the author is saying he should have known how to reach God (1).

a) He had studied the OT all his life in order to become not just a Pharisee (one of the 6000 local leaders of his day), but a national leader in the 70-member Jewish Sanhedrin—the top religious body in Israel.

b) He should have known the OT prophecies that pointed to Jesus.

c) He epitomizes the religious man who practices all he can about his religion.

3. Nicodemus admitted that Christ was from God due to His miraculous powers (2).

a) Jesus had just performed his first miracle by turning water into wine.

b) Nicodemus believed that these signs showed Jesus was made of the real stuff.

4. Why did Nicodemus come to talk to Jesus?  He probably felt, as many of us do, that religion didn’t meet his deepest needs.

(Now if Nicodemus couldn’t reach God through religion, his best efforts to reach God, then…)

B. We also can’t reach God through religion.

1. Maybe you, like Nicodemus, are religious and see that Christ is powerful—and yet you still have deep spiritual needs.

2. Maybe you also faithfully follow your religious system and still feel empty.

a) Do you come to church here faithfully but still leave with that nagging sense that you haven’t met with God?  That you aren’t clean enough inside for Him?

b) Maybe the music is great, the friendships socially enriching, but when it comes down to the basic questions of life, you still wonder…

(1) Why did God make me?

(2) What’s my real purpose for living?

(3) Will I really go to heaven when I die?

3. That’s “churchianity”—like most of my students have come out of a background of Buddhist idol worship.  I’ve asked them if their worship of their ancestors ever gave them a sense of fulfillment.  The answer: “I always knew something was missing.”

(So we’re seen that religion is not enough.  But why can’t religion bring us to God?  Because what we really need isn’t religion…)

II.
What we really need is spiritual life (3-8).

    [What counts is not the right religion—what counts is birth into the right family!]

A. Jesus insisted that even Nicodemus needed spiritual birth (3-8).

1. Jesus diverted attention from miracles to Nicodemus’ real need of a new birth (3).

a) What does it mean to be born again?

(1) The term has been applied to some pagans.

(2) And some Muslims are claiming to be born again.

(3) Now we have born again atheists, diabetics, & even born again church pews!

(4) One plastic surgeon in Korea even promises to make your face look born again—but these are all wrong—it’s not an external dynamic...

(5) It means to have spiritual life with God.

(6) It means to have a clean slate in terms of our sin—where God looks at us and does not see a single sin!  Can this be said of you?  When God sees you does he see any sin?  If you’re born again he sees no sin at all—all is forgiven!

b) Why do we need to be born again?

(1) The Chinese character for “evil” says it well—a green garden, under an expanse, having two trees and a child playing next to a whisperer.  Adam and Eve listened to that whisperer and ended up spiritually dead.

(2) Ephesians 2:1 says now all of us are spiritually dead—unresponsive.

(3) Back in high school my friend Bill worked for an undertaker.  Bill’s job was to prepare the bodies to look as presentable as possible for the funeral.  One night Bill invited me to the funeral home and he showed me an old man in his coffin.  We were joking around and, in a playful moment, Bill knocked the forehead of the body, making a huge dent in it.  He didn’t know how to repair it, so I think he just combed the hair down farther.  But what surprised me was that the body made no response at all to this mistreatment!

(4) The Bible says that we’re as responsive as that dead man—spiritually. God alone can move our hearts toward Him.  And this is why we need to be born again—because we’re dead.  You don’t just need help––you need life!
2. Nicodemus thought this new birth was physical (4)—a reasonable question!

3. Jesus said the new birth is spiritual rather than physical (5-8).

a) Only those with both a physical and spiritual birth can enter heaven (5).

(1) What does it mean to be “born of water” (5)?  Some say it means baptism, or that “water” means the cleansing effect of the Word, others say water and the Spirit are the same—or even that Jesus referred to John’s baptism. 

(2) But I think it refers to physical birth....
(a) Either the baby’s water sac breaking at birth, which is a natural process known by all, or…

(b) Some ancient literature refers to male semen as “water,” thus indicating physical birth by being born due to water.  In any case…

(c) Nicodemus confused physical and spiritual birth—Jesus requires both!

b) People produce new bodies but only the Spirit can produce new hearts (6).

c) The concept of new birth from the Spirit isn’t hard to understand when one sees the wind blowing without one directing it (7-8).  

(1) When my 6-year-old son John was trying to fly a kite, I look up at the trees and didn’t see them moving at all.  “John,” I called to him, “I don’t see any wind!”  “You can’t see wind,” John replied, “You can only hear it.”

(2) Interesting how in both Greek and Hebrew, the word for “wind” is actually the same for Spirit!  We can’t see God’s Spirit, but He moves in ways we don’t understand—like how he worked in my heart to bring me to faith in Christ.  I had every reason not to trust Christ.  My parents were adamant supporters of evolution and were beside themselves when as a teenager I began to think that I was the product of design—and then this Designer actually had a plan for my life!  When I finally trusted Christ and told my Mom, she said, “Oh, Rick, don’t think so bad of yourself.  You’ve always been a good boy.”  She thought I would “get over with it,” but 42 years later, here I am, still marveling that God would give me a totally new life!

B. To reach God, we also need spiritual birth by being “born again.”   Why?

1. Our physical birth gives us only physical life—not spiritual life!

2. Our need for spiritual life is seen in the fact that we need to be taught how to do right!  These guys that say kids are born a “clean slate” with no inclinations to do wrong haven’t had kids!

(So Nicodemus had a problem and we have the same—no matter how religious we are, we still need to be born again.  But how does it happen?)

III. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by trusting Christ (9-21 & MI).

     [Simple faith in Jesus’ death for you gives you a spiritual birth that will last forever!]

A. Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus didn’t understand spiritual birth (9-10).

1. After all, spiritual birth was taught 600 years earlier in Ezekiel 36!

2. In fact, not only was it in the Bible of his day but…

B. The source of this teaching was heaven (11-13).

(Now this is all good and fine, but up to this point in the conversation Jesus hasn’t told Nicodemus how to be born again.  So in verses 14-15 Christ says…)

C. The way to be born again was by faith in Jesus Christ (14-15).

1. Now what was this desert snake?  

a) Way back in the time of Moses, God sent snakes to discipline His wayward people.  Those with snakebites got sick, so the Lord instructed Moses to make a bronze snake and put it up on a pole.  

b) And God said those who simply looked at it would be healed!  Imagine that!  So silly a remedy!  The American Medical Association uses this snake as its symbol-whether the old logo or the new one.

2. [But what does it mean that Jesus was “lifted up”?]

a) In a similar manner to the snake, Jesus was lifted up on the cross.

b) And those who place their trust that he died for them also become healed from the sickness of sin.

3. This simple faith in Christ is what is taking Mongolia by storm.  Part of my ministry has taken me to Outer Mongolia to train pastors.  

a) This country trusted in Buddhism for centuries until the Russians took over in 1920.  Russia replaced Buddhism with Communistic Atheism—so a system of works to reach God was replaced with a system that denies God altogether.

b) But God had a better plan.  In 1990 Russia went bankrupt, and Mongolia followed—and only six born again Mongols formed a small church.

c) But this church grew, started other churches, which started others.  Now Mongolia has 250 churches!  We are privileged to support Pastor Budmaa, a member of our church who, in 2009, helped 3000 others become born again!

(This is good news, isn’t it?  But there’s choice each of us must make.  Why?  Because…)

D.  Trusting Christ brings eternal life but rejecting Christ brings eternal death (16-21).

1. John 3:16 is the most memorized, most quoted, most popular, most profound verse in the Bible.  It sets before us two destinies: perishing (meaning eternal suffering in hell) or eternal life (meaning living this new life now on earth as well as forever in heaven).

2. Was Jesus negative by talking about death?  He was just honest.

a) How would you feel about a doctor who knows that you are dying of cancer and knows the cure, but he won’t be honest enough to tell you?  You would seriously question the integrity of a doctor who lied to you about your real condition.

b) Jesus knows that there’s a serious, eternal state of hell for those who reject Him, so he clearly laid out the options for both Nicodemus and us.

3. Probably the best way to summarize what this says is to say it this succinct manner:

a) Born Once, Die Twice—Born Twice, Die Once.

b) If you are born only physically, then you’ll die twice—both physically and spiritually.  Yet if you are born twice (both physically and by being born again), you will die only one time—in physical death.

4. Stated positively we could say…

a) Born Once, Live Once—Born Twice, Live Twice.

b) If you’re only born physically, then you’ll only live once in this life.  Yet if you’re born twice (both physically and spiritually), you will also live twice—with an abundant life now and also with eternal life in heaven.  What an offer!

(But how can this new birth happen to you?)

Conclusion

1. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by trusting Christ (MI repeated).

2. Once my wife Susan got very sick and I took her to the hospital.  When the doctor gave her some pills to take, she simply took them without asking any questions at all!  Can you imagine that?  Susan had never seen the man before, we had never been to this hospital before, and we didn’t know who made the pills or even their chemical composition!  Why would she do such an outrageous thing as take a pill that, for all she knew, could have been poison?  (pause for answer)  This was a simple act of faith in the credentials of one whom the hospital had deemed competent.

3. As we found the doctor competent to meet her physical needs, I have found Jesus Christ competent to meet my spiritual needs.  You may not know all there is to know about Christ, but can you trust His competency based on the little you do know?
4. Are you born again?  You can be today!  Let’s bow.  Just repeat this prayer after me…

a) “Jesus, I need you.  I think I’ve been born only once.  Help me be born again.

b) Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins.  Forgive my sins and help me be the kind of person you want me to be.  Amen.”

5. Assurance: As amazing as it sounds, if you simply trusted Christ in this manner, you have been born again.  

a) You are a new person!  The Bible says, “If anyone has trusted Christ, he is a new person—the old things have passed away, new things have come.”

b) You also have the Best Friend possible!  Jesus said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.”

c) You also have eternal life right now (John 3:16)!

6. I’m sure you can see that this is the best news anyone can ever hear or accept or tell.  Let’s share it with others!

Preliminary Questions

Verses
Questions
Context
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Jesus had just performed his first miracle up in Galilee by turning water into wine.

2. Then Christ made His way to Jerusalem and upset the tables of the temple because of the people’s greed.

3. These two incidents had made Him a controversial figure.

Purpose
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. This is one of the Bible’s key texts on salvation by faith.

Background
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. See context above.

Questions

1. Relate 3:1 to the preceding verses.

a) We could get the impression from the end of chapter 2 that all of the Jewish leaders opposed Jesus.

b) But that wasn’t the case, for Nicodemus was among them and yet very open to Christ.

2. Why did Nicodemus come to talk to Jesus?

a) It appears that Nicodemus wanted Christ to know that he acknowledged him as a teacher sent from God.

b) Christ evidently had done other signs (plural miracles) besides the only one recorded in John’s gospel when he turned water into wine.

3. Why did he come at night?

a) Maybe he was afraid of others seeing him express his need openly in the day.

b) ILL: Woman at the Church of Ke’a’Hou who hid her Bible.

4. Why didn’t Jesus respond to the statement?

a) I guess when Jesus sees that we are serious about him, he sometimes will get straight to the point in terms of how we can know him.

b) Christ says that the issue is not who Jesus is—but whether we accept who he is and believe in him.

5. What does it mean to be born again?

6. Discuss various views on 3:5.  What does it mean to be “born of water and the Spirit” (5)?

a) It fits the context best here to see this “born of water” as physical birth—either the breaking of the water sac or else to the make semen necessary for physical birth to happen.

b) Interestingly, ancient literature refers to male semen as “water” (Morris, 216).

7. How does the comparison between the moving of the wind and the moving of the Spirit relate (8)?

a) Both the wind and the Spirit move in ways we can’t tell.

b) They both are also referred to by the same word in Hebrew and Greek!

8. Why should Nicodemus have understood about being born again (9-10)?

9. Who is the “we” of verse 11?

a) This looks like Jesus and the disciples who testify of Christ.

b) Even though Christ and his men did not have the academic credentials, they still were better witnesses than unbelieving professionals!

10. Is Jesus establishing his credibility in verse 13?  Yes.

11. What was this desert snake (14)?

a) When Israelites were bitten by snakes and some were dying, Moses put up a bronze snake for them.  God healed whoever looked at the snake.

b) Likewise, God also saves today anyone who looks to Christ for salvation.

12. What does it mean that Jesus was “lifted up” (3:14)?

a) Jews in the wilderness were spared physical death by looking at the bronze snake.

b) In the same way, we also are spared spiritual death by looking up to our Savior on a cross.

13. Did Jesus say the words of 3:16 or are they John’s explanation?

a) My red letter NIV has them in red, so Jesus must have said them!

b) A better argument might be that the narrative continues with the “after this” in verse 22.

14. What does it mean to “believe” in the Son of God (3:16)?

Tentative Subject/Complement Statements

The way to be saved is to experience spiritual birth

Religion can’t give us the new birth needed for heaven—only faith in Christ can!

Possible Illustrations

1. Homiletics notes evangelistic illustrations

2. Power for Living Tract

3. Insurance companies are starting to recognize that those who are born again are less of a risk—and this is beginning to show forth in lower interest rates.

4. Some say that since religion can’t bring us to God, we must eliminate all religions.
5. But atheists have brought as much pain to the world as false religions. 
Illustrations to Use in Sharing the Gospel TC  "Illustrations to Use in Sharing the Gospel" \l 3 
Love

Paternal (God loves us because we are made in His image): Do you have a son or daughter?  Do you love him/her?  Why?  (because he’s part of my family, made in your own image)  Would you still love that child even if he/she did something wrong against your wishes?  We, too, are originally part of God’s creation, made in his image.  But even though we’ve turned away from Him, He continues to reach out in love to us.

Sin

Rock (All fall short of God’s standards): Let’s suppose you and I were both to pick up a rock and try to throw them to China (or some other location mentioned in the conversation).  Neither of us would reach the target because it’s too far.  Well, God is completely holy and perfect, so He’s target for us is perfection.  None of us can claim to be without sin, so we all fall way short of His standard.

Three a day (All fall short of God’s standards): How bad are we in comparison to God’s standard of perfection?  Let’s suppose you were really a relatively good person who sinned only three times a day.  This includes every bad thought, word, and action.  This would amount to over 1000 sins a year.  Multiply this by your age and you’ll see that you have fallen much short of God’s perfect standard!

CBD (We have no excuse for our sin):  I once drove down to a hotel on Orchard Road at 6:15 PM.  As I approached the road I noticed that the big sign over the road said “Restricted Zone: In Progress.”  However, it was too late to turn back and get a day pass.  The police wrote down my car’s license number and three weeks later I received a ticket for $70.  Even though I was sincere, even though I was ignorant of the sign until it was too late, even though I could offer other excuses, in the final analysis I had no excuse.  

Archery (All fall short of God’s standards): One definition of sin is an archery term which meaning to “miss the mark.”  There’s a bulls eye which is rarely hit.  Morally speaking, God is perfect and always hits the “bulls eye.”  But we always fall short of His standards.

Non-swimmers (Man cannot save himself): Suppose a ship sank but none of the passengers in the water could swim.  When each turned to his friend for help, what would happen?  Of course, all would die, for they would all be in the same predicament.  What if each one tried to save himself by pulling himself out of the water?  Death would also result.  In like manner, man cannot save himself spiritually.  In fact, spiritually speaking, we’re all in the water together and drowning.

Death

Capital Punishment (Certain sins result in death)
In Singapore the government has established various laws to punish those who sin.  If one is caught with a certain amount of drugs in his possession at the airport, the law says that person must die.  Why?  To uphold standards for society.  God’s standards are even higher than the government’s and He says that sin must result in death.

Wages (We have all earned death): Suppose you were to work for me for a day and I pay you $50.  This would be your wages since it represents what you have earned.  The Bible says that because of our sin we have all earned death as our wage (Rom. 6:23).

Substitution

Book (Christ bore the weight of our sin upon Himself): Your sin weighs upon you just like this book weighs down my hand.  But my other hand represents Jesus, and God desires to take this weight off of you to place it on Jesus (turn book over and place on other hand).

Cancer (Christ exchanges His goodness for our sin): Suppose you had cancer and through some medical means I was able to take your cancer cells into my own body in exchange for my good cells into your body.  What would happen to me?  Right, I would die.  What would happen to you?  Yes, you would live.

Kai (Christ gave His blood for us)
During the Vietnam War there was an orphanage located near an American Marine Base.  One day the Viet Cong fired mortar shells into the orphanage, killing dozens of children and wounding many more.  A boy name Kai had a seriously wounded friend who needed a blood transfusion.  Kai’s friend had a rare blood type and only Kai’s blood matched it.  Little Kai had never heard of a blood transfusion before but when the American doctors explained it would save his friend’s life, little Kai volunteered.  As Kai’s blood began to flow to his friend, Kai began to whimper.  When the doctors asked if it hurt, he said no.  A little later he whimpered again.  Again he told the doctors it did not hurt.  Finally the doctors asked, “What’s wrong, Kai?”  With tears coursing down his light brown, dusty cheeks, Kai asked, “When am I to die, sir, when am I to die?”  You see, little Kai did not know that he was to give only a portion of his blood.  He thought he would give it all, and he was willing to die for his little friend.

Snake (Christ took the cause of our death upon Himself): A poisonous snake once bit a little girl in her backyard.  Seeing that the girl would be dead in just a few minutes, the girl’s mother cut her daughter’s leg and sucked out the venom.  The girl lived, but the poison killed the mother, who in effect had died as her daughter’s substitute.

Drawbridge (People take for granted Christ’s death for them): A man once had a job to lower a drawbridge twice a day at 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM for people to take a train over a river to and from work.  He had a young boy whom he loved very much that was too young for school so he often accompanied his father up to the switching station.  They would often wave to the train passengers as the train passed by.  One day at about 3:45 while the bridge was up the man lost track of the whereabouts of his son, who had wandered off.  He looked for him panicking for several minutes but had to give up the search as the train was coming at full steam towards the raised drawbridge.  He made it back to the switching house in time enough to lower the bridge, but just as he reached for the lever he spotted his son, far down below him—in the midst of the gears!  The father had to make a split second decision—either to leave the bridge up and cause the train to hit the raised drawbridge and crash into the river, or to allow the gears to crush his only son to save the train passengers.  With pools of tears in his eyes and great anguish in his heart he lowered the drawbridge, crushing his small boy in the powerful gears.  The people on the train safely passed by as usual, unaware of the great cost to save their lives.  Those of us on earth are aware of an even greater cost to save us—the precious Son of the Father—who was crushed for our sins.  Yet we often act like the passengers and glibly cast aside the tremendous sacrifice on our behalf.

Judge (God balances his fairness with mercy): A judge once had a boy come before him for sentencing only to discover that the lad was his own son.  In order to be fair to the law, he set the fine at the appropriate amount, but then did something quite unusual.  Laying down his legal robes, he came down from the bench and paid the fine himself to the officer, thus satisfying the legal requirement while at the same time being gracious to the one he loved.  In like manner, Christ also saw our awful predicament in our disobedience, except in our case the penalty was much more severe—death itself.  But Jesus laid aside his royal robes as God and came and paid that death penalty himself, thus satisfying the penalty and showing us his grace.

Twins (Satisfaction for sin has been paid by Christ): Suppose you killed someone and ran away, then the dead person’s family members came looking for you for revenge.  However, your twin brother/sister loves you very much and delivers himself/herself over to these people, who vent their anger by killing him/her.  This would satisfy the anger of the relatives and save your life.

Soldier (Christ died for ungrateful, ungodly people): A promising, young, American lieutenant graduated from West Point Military Academy and soon found himself leading a group of recruits to fight the Viet Cong in Vietnam.  One night they confronted the enemy who wounded one of their men.  The rest ran for cover in a trench where they stayed all night, listening to the groans of the dying, wounded soldier a few feet away.  Finally, the lieutenant could not bear to hear the groans of his friend any longer and risked his life to save the man.  He successfully pulled him back to the trench, but as he was about to hop in himself he was shot in the back and killed instantly.  Sometime later, back in the US, the brave lieutenant’s parents heard that the young soldier whom their own son had saved was in town.  The surviving soldier came to their home late, drunk, using profanity and insensitive to the great cost given for his own life.  After shutting the door behind the young soldier the bereaved mother could only say, “I gave my own precious son to save that wretch of a man?”  Likewise, the Father gave his precious Son, Jesus Christ, to save an ungrateful, profane, race like ours.

Gift

Birthday (Seeking to earn our salvation insults God): On your birthday people give you gifts, don’t they?  Have you ever insisted upon paying for a gift?  How do you think your friend or relative would feel if you did this?  How do you think God feels when He offers us eternal life for free but we insist that we must pay for it (by our good works, baptism, church attendance, money, religious rituals, etc.)?

Pencil (The gift of salvation must be received to apply to us): I would like to give you this pencil for free (extend it to the person).  If you pay me 10¢ or any price for it, it’s not a gift.  If you work for me in any way it’s not a gift.  It’s simply yours—you just need to receive it.

Faith

Jet (Christ is trustworthy): Let’s suppose I was employed by the ticket counter at an airport in a poor country to lead you to your jet to get you back to Singapore.  So I lead you to a jet that hadn’t been painted for years, had oil leaking out of the back, had part of a wing broken off, and had a hole in three of the windows?  How would you feel?  When you hesitate, I simply reply, “Oh, don’t worry.  Just have faith and this jet will get you to Singapore!”  The important thing isn’t the amount of your faith, it’s the condition of the jet! 

Ice (Christ is trustworthy): If you walked out on a lake frozen over with ice 1 millimeter thick, what do you think would happen?  Of course, you’d fall in!  What if you really sincerely believed that the ice would hold you up?  Yes, you’d still fall in!  How about if the ice was 1 meter thick, would it hold you up?  Even if you had very little faith that it would?  You see, the issue is not how much faith you have, it’s what or whom you place your faith in!  Many people are sincerely trusting “thin ice” to sustain them in this life and the next, but it won’t work.  On the other hand, even if you place the little faith that you have in Christ, you place this trust in the right source.  He’ll sustain you.

Chair (We all exercise faith everyday): Have you ever personally met the designer of this chair?  (pause for answer)  When you sat down on this chair you exercised faith.

Doctor (Faith can be placed in Christ because of His credentials): Once my wife got very sick and I took her to the hospital.  When the doctor gave her some pills to take, she simply took them without asking any questions at all!  Can you imagine that?  She had never seen the man before, we had never been to this hospital before, and we didn’t know who made the pills or even their chemical composition!  Why would she do such an outrageous thing as take a pill which, for all she knew, could have been poison?  (pause for answer)  This was a simple act of faith in the credentials of one whom the hospital had deemed competent.  As my wife found the doctor competent to meet her physical needs, I have found Jesus Christ competent to meet all of my spiritual needs.

Pilot (Faith can be placed in Christ because of His credentials): Have you ever taken a plane ride?  Did you personally know the pilot of the jet?  No, you exercised faith in this person to get you to your destination without ever knowing him. 

Niagara (Biblical faith is a commitment—not simply intellectual assent): A famous tightrope walker once performed the greatest feat of his career by walking across Niagara Falls with only the aid of a balancing bar.  The crowd was very enthusiastic!  “Do you think I can do it without the balancing bar?” he asked in response.  The crowd cheered him on, so he did it.  “How many feel I can take a wheelbarrow across and back?”  The crowd went wild again, “Yes!  You can do it!” they yelled.  So he went back and forth with a wheelbarrow.  “Who believes I can do it again with a dog inside?”  the tightrope walker shouted.  “We do!”  Responded the crowd, so a dog was brought over, placed in the wheelbarrow, and the two made another successful trip.  “Now who believes that I can do it with an even heavier load within the wheelbarrow—with the weight of a person inside?”  he asked.  By this time the crowd was ecstatic and going wild.  “Any volunteers?” came the request.  (pause)  No one volunteered!  They believed intellectually that he was able to take them across, but they were not committed to this belief.  In like manner, many people intellectually believe Christ can take them to God but they are unwilling to commit themselves to that belief.  Such belief without personal commitment is not genuine belief.

Circles (Biblical faith is a commitment—not simply intellectual assent): Two circles can be used to represent two kinds of life.  Trusting Christ means being willing to turn your life over to Him to let Him direct your life.  (See Four Spiritual Laws)

Text:

John 3:1   Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 

John 3:2   He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

John 3:3   In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again. ” 

John 3:4   “How can a man be born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb to be born!” 

John 3:5   Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 

John 3:6   Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 

John 3:7   You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 

John 3:8   The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

John 3:9   “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

John 3:10   “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 

John 3:11   I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 

John 3:12   I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 

John 3:13   No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven —the Son of Man. 

John 3:14   Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

John 3:15   that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

John 3:16   “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

John 3:17   For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

John 3:18   Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

John 3:19   This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 

John 3:20   Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

John 3:21   But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through God.” 

John 3:22   After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 

John 3:23   Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were constantly coming to be baptized. 

John 3:24   (This was before John was put in prison.) 

John 3:25   An argument developed between some of John’s disciples and a certain Jew over the matter of ceremonial washing. 

John 3:26   They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan —the one you testified about —well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him.” 

John 3:27   To this John replied, “A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. 

John 3:28   You yourselves can testify that I said, ‘I am not the Christ but am sent ahead of him.’ 

John 3:29   The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom’s voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 

John 3:30   He must become greater; I must become less. 

John 3:31   “The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 

John 3:32   He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 

John 3:33   The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 

John 3:34   For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit without limit. 

John 3:35   The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 

John 3:36   Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” 

Born Once, Die Twice—Born Twice, Die Once

John 3:1-21

Exegetical Outline
Exegetical Idea: The way Nicodemus could receive spiritual and eternal life rather than death was by placing his faith in Jesus Christ to be “born again.”

I.
Problem: The reason Nicodemus needed spiritual birth was because he didn’t know how to reach God even though he was a Jewish leader who could see Jesus’ power (1-2).

A. As a key Jewish leader, Nicodemus should have known how to reach God (1).

B. Nicodemus admitted that Christ was from God due to His miraculous powers (2).

II.
Controversy: Jesus insisted that the way Nicodemus could receive spiritual and eternal life was through a spiritual birth (3-8).

A. Jesus diverted attention from miracles to Nicodemus’ real need of a new birth (3).

B. Nicodemus questioned how this new birth could be physical (4).

C. Jesus explained the new birth as spiritual rather than physical (5-8).

1. People enter heaven only after both a physical and spiritual birth (5).

2. People produce new bodies but only the Spirit can produce new hearts (6).

3. The concept of new birth from the Spirit isn’t hard to understand when one sees the wind blowing without one directing it (7-8). 
III. Solution: Jesus says that the way to receive eternal life rather than eternal death is by placing faith in Him (9-21).

A. Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus didn’t understand spiritual birth [since it was taught in Ezekiel 36] (9-10).

B. The source of this teaching was heaven (11-13).

C. The way to be born again was by faith in Jesus Christ (14-15).

D. The reward of eternal life for accepting Christ contrasts with the penalty of eternal death for rejecting the new birth (16-21).

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1. Interest: Denominations don’t matter as much as they used to.

a) Baptist and Methodist joke: “I didn’t know there was that much difference between a Baptist and a Methodist!”

b) SBC is multidenominational.

2. But some studies show no real difference between those who attend church and those who don’t (explain).

3. Need: Honestly, is there any significant difference between you and your non-church-going neighbors?

4. Intro to MPI: Why is it that those who are religious are negligibly different from those are not?  That’s because…

I.
Religion isn’t enough (1-2). 

A. Nicodemus didn’t know how to reach God even though he was a Jewish leader who could see Jesus’ power (1-2).

1. As a key Jewish leader, Nicodemus should have known how to reach God (1).

2. Nicodemus admitted that Christ was from God due to His miraculous powers (2).

B. We also can’t reach God through religion.

II.
What we really need is spiritual life (3-8).

A. Jesus insisted that Nicodemus needed spiritual birth (3-8).

1. Jesus diverted attention from miracles to Nicodemus’ real need of a new birth (3).

2. Nicodemus questioned how this new birth could be physical (4).

3. Jesus explained the new birth as spiritual rather than physical (5-8).

a) People enter heaven only after both a physical and spiritual birth (5).

b) People produce new bodies but only the Spirit can produce new hearts (6).

c) The concept of new birth from the Spirit isn’t hard to understand when one sees the wind blowing without one directing it (7-8). 
B. To reach God, we also need spiritual birth by being “born again.”
III. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by trusting Christ (9-21 & MI).

A. Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus didn’t understand spiritual birth [since it was taught in Ezekiel 36] (9-10).

B. The source of this teaching was heaven (11-13).

C. The way to be born again was by faith in Jesus Christ (14-15).

D. Trusting Christ brings eternal life but rejecting Christ brings eternal death (16-21).

a) Born Once, Die Twice—Born Twice, Die Once.

b) Born Once, Live Once—Born Twice, Live Twice.

Conclusion

1. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by trusting Christ (MI).

2. Jesus Christ is competent to meet your spiritual needs.
3. Are you born again?  You can be today!

Bulletin Outline (blanks filled in)

Introduction

1. Some studies show no real difference between those who attend church and those who don’t.

2. Question: Why is it that those who are religious are negligibly different from those are not?  That’s because…

I.
Religion isn’t enough (1-2). 

A. Nicodemus didn’t know how to reach God even though he was a Jewish leader who could see Jesus’ power (1-2).

B. We also can’t reach God through religion.

II.
What we really need is spiritual life (3-8).

A. Jesus insisted that Nicodemus needed spiritual birth (3-8).

1. Jesus diverted attention from miracles to Nicodemus’ real need of a new birth (3).

2. Nicodemus questioned how this new birth could be physical (4).

3. Jesus explained the new birth as spiritual rather than physical (5-8).

B. To reach God, we also need spiritual birth by being “born again.”

III. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by trusting Christ (9-21).

A. Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus didn’t understand spiritual birth [since it was taught in Ezekiel 36] (9-10).

B. The source of this teaching was heaven (11-13).

C. The way to be born again was by faith in Jesus Christ (14-15).

D. Trusting Christ brings eternal life but rejecting Christ brings eternal death (16-21).

1. Born Once, Die Twice—Born Twice, Die Once.

2. Born Once, Live Once—Born Twice, Live Twice.

Conclusion

1. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by trusting Christ (MI).

2. Jesus Christ is competent to meet your spiritual needs.
3. Are you born again?  You can be today!

Bulletin Outline (blanks left blank)

Introduction

1. Some studies show no real difference between those who attend church and those who don’t.

2. Question: Why is it that those who are religious are negligibly different from those are not?  That’s because…

I.
Religion isn’t _____________ (1-2). 

A. Nicodemus didn’t know how to reach God even though he was a Jewish leader who could see Jesus’ power (1-2).

B. We also can’t reach God through religion.

II.
What we really need is ________________ life (3-8).

A. Jesus insisted that Nicodemus needed spiritual birth (3-8).

1. Jesus diverted attention from miracles to Nicodemus’ real need of a new birth (3).

2. Nicodemus questioned how this new birth could be physical (4).

3. Jesus explained the new birth as spiritual rather than physical (5-8).

B. To reach God, we also need spiritual birth by being “born again.”

III. You can enter God’s family and receive eternal life by ____________ _________ (9-21).

A. Jesus was amazed that Nicodemus didn’t understand spiritual birth [since it was taught in Ezekiel 36] (9-10).

B. The source of this teaching was heaven (11-13).

C. The way to be born again was by faith in Jesus Christ (14-15).

D. Trusting Christ brings eternal life but rejecting Christ brings eternal death (16-21).

1. Born Once, Die Twice—Born Twice, Die Once.

2. Born Once, Live Once—Born Twice, Live Twice.

Conclusion

1. You can enter God’s family and receive _____________ life by trusting Christ (MI).

2. Jesus Christ is competent to meet your spiritual needs.
3. Are you born again?  You can be today!
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