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Topic:
Resurrection (Easter)
Theme:
Accept resurrection life in Jesus
Thrust:
because he makes all things new
Purpose:
The listeners will trust Christ to do a new work in their lives
Reading:
John 2 movie video
Introduction

1. Play The Gospel of John movie at 12:51 to about 20 (7 minutes) & dismiss children

2. Interest: [Almost everyone likes new stuff.]

a) Interesting account of John 2, isn’t it?  But what is the lesson here?

(1) Some might say it shows that Jesus wasn’t a Baptist.  John the Baptist was, for Scripture says that John did not touch wine ever in his life—so he must have been a Baptist!  Baptists might like to think that the miracle here was Jesus turning wine into water, but Jesus turned water into wine, so he obviously wasn’t a Baptist.  By the way, my mission used to be called “Conservative Baptists,” so I’m poking fun at myself!

(2) Others might say that the moral here is to always invite Jesus to your celebrations.  His miracle-performing ability could really come in handy if you don’t plan your food and drink supplies very well.

(3) Still others might say that the message of John 2 is that Jesus was no party pooper.  He gives life—real life!  I think that’s closest to the truth!

b) On Friday I received a call from a single Singaporean woman in her 50s.  She called for advice.  She said, “I’m tired of life.  All I do is sit here in my flat waiting to die. I want to travel to Rome, America, and other places, but I don’t have the money.  Do you think I should sell my flat and pay rent to my friend for one room.  Then I would have money to do something exciting and new?”  She has tired of the rituals in her life.  She wants something new.

c) Nearly all of us like that which is new.  That’s one reason some of us get caught up in the latest bizarre stories—be it Bigfoot, aliens, or crop circles!

(1) New things like a new computer can be cool.  I thought you might want to see these new security devices for your computer.  To keep anyone from seeing your password, maybe you need a new keyboard protector [1].  But they can still see your monitor, so protect your screen [2].  Yet others can still bend over to see your screen and invade your privacy, so another new device give even higher security [3-4].  OK, let’s get serious… my point is that a new car, a new house, or a new mobile phone offer some attraction with their new capabilities

(2) New places open our eyes rather than the humdrum of the familiar.

3. Curiosity: [Is Christianity “new stuff”?]
a) So what does Jesus offer?  Some people say that all the teachings of Christianity are old and found in other religions too—that Jesus doesn’t offer anything new.
b) So, we may as well continue our present rituals—whether joss sticks, secularism, or whatever—rather than trust in Christ.  Are you trusting in rituals today?
4. Subject: What’s so new about Jesus?  What can he offer that is genuinely new?
5. Background: John 1 emphasizes many new things: Jesus as God the creator and the light of the world—the one who reveals spiritual truth unlike any other man. Then Jesus shows the authority of God to call his first followers who believe in him. 
6. Text: John 2 continues with two main stories: Christ’s first miracle and his first temple cleansing.  

7. Main Idea: But what do they both share in common?  They are accounts to show that Christ can make all things new in your life.  They show Christ’s ability to create something new for people stuck in tiresome rituals.  

8. Transition: You see, the first account of water into wine shows us that…

I.
Jesus is better than rituals since he makes all things new (2:1-11).
     [Christ creates everything—so why stay with old, tiresome practices?]
A. The disciples believed that new life in Jesus was better than Jewish purification (2:1-11).
1. The Jewish purification ritual couldn’t cleanse completely and eternally (2:1-6).

a) The problem of lack of wine at the Cana wedding symbolized the inadequacy of the Jewish system (1-3).

b) Mary challenged Jesus to solve the problem (4-6)—he answered respectfully too!

(1) I believe verse 6 is the key to understanding this miracle, for it mentions six water jars [read verse 6].

(2) So what’s the significance of the water jars?

(a) These were stone jars used for Jewish purification rites, which were not commanded in the OT but evolved over the years and became a required practice by the Pharisees—in other words, man-made rules.

(b) Mark 7:1-4 provides the background here [read].

(c) I saw this practice when in Jerusalem some years back.  At the Holy Land Hotel I remember sitting at the entrance to the dining room waiting for my tour group members to gather.  There was a huge sink with large pitchers—each with two handles!  I thought that strange.  Wouldn’t one handle be enough?  Not according to the Jewish tradition.  Soon an orthodox Jew came over to the sink, rolled up his sleeves, filled up a pitcher, and with technical precision washed his hands from the finger tips down to his elbows, then poured water over them, making sure that the last little bit of water fell off the elbows.  Preparing to eat, according to the Jewish tradition, is a bit like a doctor preparing for surgery!

(d) Now think how important this tradition was to the owner of the large home where Jesus attended the wedding!  He had not just one 30-gallon jar but six of them!  He was really into Jewish purification rites.

(So what’s the real teaching here? Jesus brings the wine of the new age to replace the old “water” of Jewish rituals, or…) 

2. Jesus can cleanse us completely with the new wine of life and celebration (2:7-10).

3. This sign revealed the glory of Jesus as the Son of God so that the disciples believed in Him (2:11).
4. Now for a key question many of you are asking: Did Jesus make wine or grape juice?

a) Obviously this was wine because the last time I checked, “wine” means “wine”!

b) Wiersbe writes, “Wine was the normal drink of the people in that day, and we must not use this miracle as an argument for the use of alcoholic beverages today. A man given to drink once said to me, “After all, Jesus turned water into wine!” 

c) My reply was, “If you use Jesus as your example for drinking, why don’t you follow His example in everything else?” Then I read Luke 22:18 to him. [“I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of heaven comes.”] This verse clearly states that, in heaven now, Jesus is a teetotaler!

B. Admit that Jesus is better than rituals because he can make all things new.

1. Have you run out of the “old wine” in your own life and need completely new wine?  This passage doesn’t tell us whether we should each drink wine or not.  As Wiersbe again notes,

a) “[Before concluding that the use of alcoholic beverages is a wise thing today…] sincere Christians of our day consider such verses as 1 Corinthians 8:9; 10:23, 31 [“don’t let your freedom become a stumbling block to the weak… everything is permissible, but not everything is beneficial… whether you eat or drink, do it all for the glory of God”]. I am reminded of the story of the drunken coal miner who was converted and became a vocal witness for Christ. One of his friends tried to trap him by asking, “Do you believe that Jesus turned water into wine?” 

b) “I certainly do!” the believer replied. “In my home, He has turned wine into furniture, decent clothes, and food for my children!” 

2. Christ has helped millions replace horrible habits with the “wine” of new life.

a) Some SBC students have had a horrible past—one was hardened criminal on death row but now is a pastor! Other students of mine have been drug dealers and Christ has freed them wonderfully.  This is not legalism, friends.  It is freedom!
b) Likewise, Crossroads is not a church of meaningless rituals—nor a legalistic list of dos and don’ts—because Jesus gives life—real life!
(So the Cana sign shows us that Jesus makes all things new.  But how does Christ make all things new for us?  The following temple cleansing shows that…)


II.
Jesus makes all things new by his resurrection (2:12-22).

     [Christ noted for the first time here in John that he would rise from the dead to show his authority to give us new lives.]

A. The Jewish leaders rejected Christ’s resurrection as the superior “temple” (2:12-22).
1. The failure of the Jewish temple was in its misuse (2:12-18).

a) The temple was the pride of Jewish monotheistic worship and the center of Judaism.  Herod the great had expanded the temple mount on three sides into a huge complex!  It was glorious and the disciples were impressed with its gold pillars against the backdrop of white stone.

b) However, also by the time of Christ the Jews had made the temple in a market, with total disregard to the disturbance it caused to the worshippers. The prices for sacrifices and exchanging of currencies were exorbitant so that the Father’s house became a marketplace, a house of business.  The high priest Annas made an enormous profit from this charade.

c) Therefore, since Jesus knew all this…

2. Jesus declared that he would replace the “old temple” with the “new temple,” which was his body (2:19).
a) And that’s exactly what he did.  Those very leaders who gloried in the temple more than in the God supposed to be worshipped there put Jesus on a cross.

b) Now some people in India would suppose that they have the bones of Jesus in a tomb there…

c) And others write books like The Da Vinci Code and Cross Bones (not Crossroads!) to say that his body has been discovered.

d) But on the third day, Christ’s temple was brought to new life—a far greater feat than the 46 years to build the stone temple.
3. The Jews rejected Jesus as the “new temple” (2:20-21).
a) Note that they don’t ask him what he meant here—they could have said, “Perhaps we’re not understanding what you mean by ‘temple.’  Tell us what you mean…”

b) So Christ gave no explanation when they had already disbelieved.

4. But the disciples later believed in the death and resurrection of Jesus as the new temple (2:22).

B. Christ’s resurrection can make life completely new for you!

1. Today we celebrate Christ’s body being destroyed and rebuilt on the third day.

2. If he can defeat our greatest enemy—death—then he can make anything new for you!

III. People believed in Christ’s miracles but Jesus knew better than to trust them (2:23-25).

(So what does all this mean?)

Conclusion
1. Those water jars show us that Jesus turning water to wine means that he replaces the old rituals that many of us have trusted.

2. The Risen Christ also offers you new life!
3. There were two responses in this chapter…

4. While “many people saw… and believed in his name” (2:23-25), we can safely presume that some saw but did not believe in his name. 

5. Accept resurrection life in Jesus because he makes all things new (MI). 

6. Rather than trust rituals, what new thing are you trusting Christ to do in your life?

a) Christians, unreliable rituals can stifle the real life that Christ offers you.

(1) Let Christ give you a new intimacy with Him—every time I’ve ever prayed for this, he answered!

(2) Trust Him for a new relationship to your spouse, son, daughter, roommate, fellow employee, employer…

(3) Ask him to perform heart surgery on you for ritual removal that hinders your walk with him—rote prayer, over concern with hair length, using the “right” Bible translation, music issues, whatever!

b) Adults, become a new person today by trusting in Christ’s resurrection!  2 Cor. 5:17 says that if anyone is in Christ, he’s a new person, the old is gone!

(1) His temple was ruined for you, but that temple was alive Sunday morning!

(2) He offers to you the privilege of living inside your temple—your body—and living his life in you!

c) Youth, 2 Corinthians 5:17 applies to you too!

7. Prayer

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. In chapter one, John begins by emphasizing that God became a human being, that the Word which was with God in the beginning, the Word that would bring light into the world. 
2. John the Baptist was the one who would tell of the coming of this light into the world. Indeed, John knew his mission and would later baptize thus proclaim the coming of Jesus Christ to the world. 
3. Then in John 1:35-51, we see the calling of the first disciples.

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. John 2 is significant in that it shows the first miracle that Jesus did and His anger towards how the people were treating the temple of His Father. 
2. Some scholars have outlined John 2:1–4:54 as the Cana Cycle which focuses from Cana and Capernaum through Jerusalem to an unclear Jewish/Judean context, then to Samaria and back to Cana in Galilee. This gives the readers a perspective on the widening influence of Jesus’ ministry similar to the one given to the disciples in Acts 1:8.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Weddings: In the village culture of Israel, weddings were important events, announced well in advance and recognized by the entire village. To the Jews, heaven or the arrival of the Messiah would be like banquets, especially wedding banquets. The wedding ceremony could last for as long as a week (Judg. 14:12).
2. Temple: 

a) The temple was the pride of Jewish monotheistic worship and the center of Judaism.  It was glorious and the disciples were impressed with its gold pillars against the backdrop of white stone.

b) However, also by the time of Christ the Jews had made the temple in a market, with total disregard to the disturbance it caused to the worshippers. The prices for sacrifices and exchanging of currencies were exorbitant so that the Father’s house became a marketplace, a house of business.  The high priest Annas made an enormous profit from this charade.

Questions

1. What does “the third day” mean (2:1)?
a) It was a three-day journey from Bethany beyond the Jordan up to Capernaum.  Jesus had decided to leave for Capernaum in Galilee three days earlier (1:43).
b) Wiersbe notes, “When John mentioned ‘the third day’ (John 2:1), he may have been giving us a hint of our Lord’s resurrection. All of these blessings are possible because of His sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection from the dead” (John 2:19).

2. Why mention the wedding banquet and what is the significance of the first miracle?

a) As mentioned above, the banquet is a time of celebration closely linked with heaven and the coming of the Messiah. 
b) Here Jesus would reveal himself in his first miracle as the One to bring in the heavenly banquet.

3. Why were Jesus and the disciples invited?

a) There is an ancient tradition that this was the apostle John’s own wedding feast and he shows intimate knowledge of what was whispered in the ear of the bridegroom. However this is not a widely accepted view. 
b) In any case, we know that Jesus’ mother was also invited and is first mentioned in 2:1 as being there, not invited. So Jesus’ mother could have been helping out and thus Jesus was invited. 

4. What happened in the conversation between Jesus and Mary in 2:3-5?
a) It may appear that Christ was being rude by referring to his own mother as “Woman.”  But this is not so.

(1) 2:4-5. The word woman applied to His mother may seem strange to a modern reader, but it was a polite, kind expression (cf. 19:26).  However, the clause, Why do you involve Me? was a common expression in Greek that referred to a difference in realms or relations. Demons spoke these words when they were confronted by Christ (“What do You want with us?” [Mark 1:24]; “What do You want with me?” [Mark 5:7]). 
(2) Mary had to learn a painful lesson (cf. Luke 2:35), namely, that Jesus was committed to God the Father’s will and the time for His manifestation was in the Father’s hand. My time has not yet come or similar words occur five times in John (2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20). Later the fact that His time had come is mentioned three times (12:23; 13:1; 17:1). Mary’s response to the servants (Do whatever He tells you) revealed her submission to her Son. Even though she did not fully understand, she trusted Him. 

(3) “Mary turned to Jesus in hope that He could solve the problem. Did Mary expect a miracle? In the light of verse 11 this is not likely. Mary had not yet seen any miracles done by her Son.”

b) Another problem is that Jesus said that his “time” had not yet come, and yet he performed a miracle anyway.  Did he change his mind?
5. What is the significance of the water jars?

a) These were stone jars used for Jewish purification rites, which were not commanded in the OT but evolved over the years and became a required practice by the Pharisees—in other words, man-made rules.

b) Mark 7:1-4 provides the background here [read].

c) I saw this practice when in Jerusalem some years back.  At the Holy Land Hotel I remember sitting at the entrance to the dining room waiting for my tour group members to gather.  There was a huge sink with large pitchers—each with two handles!  I thought that strange.  Wouldn’t one handle be enough?  Not according to the Jewish tradition.  Soon an orthodox Jew came over to the sink, rolled up his sleeves, filled up a pitcher, and with technical precision washed his hands from the finger tips down to his elbows, then poured water over them, making sure that the last little bit of water fell off the elbows.  Preparing to eat, according to the Jewish tradition, is a bit like a doctor preparing for surgery!

d) Now think how important this tradition was to the owner of the large home where Jesus attended the wedding!  He had not just one 30-gallon jar but six of them!  He was really into Jewish purification rites.

e) I agree with other scholars who see this teaching here: Jesus brings the wine of the new age to replace the old “water” of Jewish rituals. 

6. Did Jesus make wine or grape juice?

a) Obviously this was wine because the people noticed when they had too much!

b) Wiersbe writes, “Wine was the normal drink of the people in that day, and we must not use this miracle as an argument for the use of alcoholic beverages today. A man given to drink once said to me, “After all, Jesus turned water into wine!” 

c) My reply was, “If you use Jesus as your example for drinking, why don’t you follow His example in everything else?” Then I read Luke 22:18 to him. This verse clearly states that, in heaven now, Jesus is a teetotaler! 

d) Sincere Christians of our day consider such verses as 1 Corinthians 8:9; 10:23, 31 before concluding that the use of alcoholic beverages is a wise thing today. I am reminded of the story of the drunken coal miner who was converted and became a vocal witness for Christ. One of his friends tried to trap him by asking, “Do you believe that Jesus turned water into wine?” 

e) “I certainly do!” the believer replied. “In my home, He has turned wine into furniture, decent clothes, and food for my children!” 

f) Finally, it is worth noting that the Jews always diluted the wine with water, usually to the proportion of three parts water to one part wine. While the Bible does not command total abstinence, it certainly magnifies it and definitely warns against drunkenness.

7. Why did Jesus drive out the merchants and moneychangers?

a) The temple was a place of worship but greedy people had turned it into a marketplace. 
b) The Law allowed the poor to use a pigeon as sacrifice so that they would not be cut off from worship.  However, the merchants were charging such exorbitant prices that the poor could hardly even buy a pigeon. 

8. What does 2:17 indicate would happen to Jesus?

9. What is the significance of what Jesus said about rebuilding his temple in 2:19?
a) Here Jesus is not actually referring to the stone temple, but rather his own body: his death and resurrection.  

b) This would result in a new temple for the believers of Christ. 
10. What is the problem with the “temple” in 2:20?

11. Are the people described in 2:23 saved people?

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
Christ Makes All Things New

John 2

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea: The reason people believed or rejected Christ at his Cana miracle and temple cleansing was because of their decision whether to accept old rituals or new life.

A. The reason Christ disciples believed in Christ’ glory when he turned water to wine at Cana was because they saw that new life in him superseded Jewish purification (2:1-11).

1. Jewish purification failed in its insufficiency to cleanse completely and eternally (2:1-6).

2. Jesus replaced the “old” water of purification with the “new” wine of life and celebration (2:7-10).

3. The result of this sign was that it revealed his glory as the Son of God so the disciples believed in Him (2:11).

B. The reason the Jewish leaders rejected Christ when he cleansed the temple was because they refused to see that Jesus replaces the failures of the temple (2:12-22).

1. The Jewish temple failed to give permanent cleansing from sin by even turning into a marketplace (2:12-18).

2. Jesus cleansing the “old” temple will be replaced with a cleansing through the “new” temple of his body (2:19).

3. The Jews rejected Jesus as the “new” temple (2:20-21).

4. The disciples believed Christ after his death and resurrection (2:22).

C. The result for Passover pilgrims who believed in him as the Son of God was that Christ did not believe in them (2:23-25).
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Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will believe that Jesus is far better than any rituals.

Homiletical Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: What’s so new about Jesus?

Introduction

1. Interest: [Everyone likes new stuff.]
2. Curiosity: [Is Christianity “new stuff”?  Yes!]
3. Subject: What’s so new about Jesus?

4. Background: John 1 emphasizes many new things: Jesus as God the creator and the light of the world—the one who reveals spiritual truth unlike any other man. Then Jesus shows the authority of God to call his first followers who believe in him. 
5. Text: John 2 continues with stories of Christ’s ability to make things new in life.  They compare Christ’s ability to create something new for people stuck in tiresome rituals.
I.
Jesus is better than rituals since he makes all things new (2:1-11).
A. The disciples believed that new life in Jesus was better than Jewish purification (2:1-11).
B. Admit that Jesus is better than rituals because he can make all things new. 

(So the Cana sign shows us that Jesus makes all things new.  But how does Christ make all things new for us?)
II.
Jesus makes all things new by his resurrection (2:12-22).

A. The Jewish leaders rejected Christ’s resurrection as the superior “temple” (2:12-22).
B. Christ’s resurrection can make life completely new for you!
III. People believed in Jesus but Christ knew better than to trust them (2:23-25).

A. Passover pilgrims believed in Christ but still were not trustworthy (2:23-25).

B. Seeing Christ’s work should result in trusting in his person!

Conclusion
1. Accept resurrection life in Jesus because Christ makes all things new (MI). 

2. While “many people saw… and believed in his name” (2:23-25), we can safely presume that some saw but did not believe in his name. 

3. Rather than trust rituals, what new thing are you trusting Christ to do in your life? (Application)

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Previous intro…

Subject: Why do people trust in or reject Christ?

Introduction

1. Interest: [Everyone trusts something.]
a) Some of us trust in religious rituals we’ve been taught [hungry ghost story].
b) Rationalists trust their own reason.

c) Even atheists trust the arguments of other atheists.
d) Still others trust only themselves.  Eleanor Roosevelt once said, “Believe in yourself. You gain strength, courage and confidence by every experience in which you stop to look fear in the face… you must do that which you think you cannot do.” That is the power of belief. 
2. Need: [Do you trust old rituals or newness in Christ?]
a) What do you trust in your everyday experience?  
b) Is it working? 
3. Subject: Why do people trust in or reject Christ?

4. Background: John 1 begins with the emphasis on Jesus as the Son of God, the light of the world, and John the Baptist as the forerunner proclaiming the coming of Christ. We also see the calling of the first disciples and the first conversion of Nathanael. 
5. Text: John 2 continues with stories of a mixed reaction to Christ.

6. Preview: Today we will see the different responses of the people when Jesus revealed himself to them in John 2. The first response is …
Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. New car, new computer, new game, house
Possible Applications (Step 6)
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