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Introduction

1. Interest: As I was studying the subject of prayer this past week, I came across this image.  The boy seems fervent in his prayers as he kneels beside his bed, but his dog next to him looks even more sincere—more intent—don’t you think?

2. So what do you pray for?  If we could write out and study your prayers in the past week, what do you think we would find?  What if we categorized the items into prayers of praise, thanks, and especially requests?

a) Some of us would do well in this exercise.  We would discover that our concern was to glorify God.  Do you know what that means—to glorify God?  It basically means to make him look good!

b) However, for others of us, the things we pray for often reveal a shallow faith.  Some pray only for ourselves, or if we do pray for others, we’re praying that those “others” would make life easier on us!
3. Need: Do you pray for the same things that Christ prayed for?   I think if we did, it would lead to transformation, revival, healing, and forgiveness!
4. Intro to MPI: How can we pray like Jesus?

5. Background: The night before he died, Jesus prayed the real Lord’s prayer.
a) Today we finish what has often been called the Upper Room Discourse—the last time Jesus taught his disciples.  This actually isn’t a good term to describe all of John 13–17 because at the end of John 14, Jesus noted, “Come, let’s be going.”

b) So they left the upper room of the Passover and began walking east to the Mt. of Olives where he would be betrayed.  This likely brought him through a vineyard where he taught in John 15 that he was the vine and, as branches, they needed connection to him.

c) In John 18:1, they would cross the Kidron Valley, so they are still on the west side of the Kidron Brook.  In this ravine lay a channel that led from the temple—not a waterway like an aqueduct—but rather a channel that led from the temple altar where an estimated 256,000 lambs were slaughtered during the Passover. When Jesus crossed it, no doubt the smell of blood was ominously hanging in the air—a picture of what was to happen the next day with Jesus as our Passover Lamb.
d) At this spot, Jesus knew that his hour of death had come (see John 18:4).
6. Text: John 17 is our text—the longest recorded prayer of Christ.
a) The Bible has many great prayers. We are impressed with Solomon’s prayer (1 Kings 8), Abraham’s prayer (Genesis 18), and Moses’ prayer (Exodus 32), but this prayer is by far the greatest recorded in the Bible.
b) The reformer Philip Melanchthon described this prayer in these words: “There is no voice which has ever been heard, either in heaven or in earth, more exalted, more holy, more fruitful, more sublime, than the prayer offered up by the Son to God Himself.”

7. Preview: This chapter shows Christ praying in an ever-widening circle [explain].  While some might debate if this is a pattern for prayer, I believe that it shows us three things to pray for.

8. Transition: The first way to pray like Jesus is to…

I.
Pray that you will glorify God by fulfilling his calling for you (17:1-5).
[Our first concern should be the same as Christ’s—to bring God honor in our lives.]

A. Jesus prayed that God would glorify him in his upcoming death (17:1-5).
1. Jesus prays first for Himself, but His petition is hardly selfish!  His concern for Himself is actually a concern for the glory of the Father by giving eternal life to others!  
2. Jesus also wasn’t selfish as he knew that glory came only through the cross!  He knew what he was praying here—he asked for suffering by acknowledging that his “hour” had come.
B. Ask God to honor himself as you fulfill his calling for you.
1. This is similar to his prayer in Matthew 6, “Father…hallowed…kingdom…will.”

2. Most of us think that life is about us.  It’s not.  It’s about God.  
a) When I meet people here, often the first question they ask is how long I have lived in Singapore.  So I say, “Well, almost 20 years.”  It’s interesting what people say after that.  Most say, “Wow, then you must really like it here!”

b) Think about what is behind that statement.  If I have longevity, it must be because I do what I like.  They think I’m here because I like Singapore more than anywhere else.

c) However, I’d like to think that the truth of the matter is that I’m here because my life’s purpose is to glorify God—and he has chosen for me to glorify him in Singapore more than any other country in my adult life!  Sometimes something really irks me and I can hardly stand Singapore.  But it’s not about me!

3. What is your greatest concern in life—having it your way or glorifying Christ?

a) Why do you live in Singapore?

b) Why do you work where you work?

c) How do you decide where to invest your time, your money, or your abilities?
(So the first way to pray like Jesus is to pray what he prayed for himself.  Pray that you—like Christ—will glorify God by accomplishing God’s calling for you.  Christ prayed for those closest to him as well, though—so you also should…)

II.
Pray for those you influence to be protected and holy (17:6-19).

[Our second concern should be like Christ’s—for God to guard and purify our sphere of influence.]

A. Jesus prayed for His disciples to be protected and holy (17:6-19).
1. These disciples were chosen by God to believe (6-8).

2. The key request of Christ was for God to protect his men (9-16):

a) Christ prayed that God would protect them in unity (9-15, esp. v. 11b & 15b).

b) He also prayed that they would be kept in God’s name (12).

c) This protection would also result in their joy (13).

3. Christ also asked God to make them holy (17-19).
B. Pray for God’s protection and purity for those you influence.
1. Do we realize that we are in a war zone?  We need protection!  Good and evil are increasingly confused!  Hebrews 5:14 says we can discern good & evil via solid food—God’s Word.  We need to be of the light!  
a) Parents, how often do you pray for your children?  Susan and I have always prayed for our three sons, but once they came teenagers we saw the need for concerted prayer.  The past ten years or so we have committed to waking up 30 minutes earlier and unite in prayer for our sons—even before we get out of bed!  Jesus prayed for his disciples not to be taken out of the world but to remain safe in it!
b) Pray that you will help others be a light!  Those of us who are not parents also exert a great amount of influence on others who look to us for spiritual guidance.  Pray God’s protection on your students, co-workers, and neighbors.
2. Do we also realize that we are in an immorality zone?  We need holiness!

a) Did you hear about the 2005 movie “The 40-year-old Virgin”?  I didn’t think I’d have the stomach to stand its mockery of sexual purity, so I didn’t see it.  But think about it—mocking the saving of oneself for marriage!

b) I’ve been contributing to a discussion website called SodaHead.com lately.  One of last week’s questions to discuss was, “Is Hollywood Homophobic?”  I was amazed that the question was even asked and did a double take on it.  Surely someone couldn’t be asking if Hollywood, of all places, is afraid of homosexuality!  But that’s exactly what it addressed.  See how far we have fallen?
c) Christians are not immune to such distortions of God’s design for sex.  Need I tell you of more Christian leaders who have fallen in this area?
(So pray that you—like Christ—will glorify God by accomplishing God’s calling for you.  Also pray for those closest to you that they would be protected and holy.  Thirdly you also should…)

III. Pray for all believers to be a united witness to the world (17:20-26).

[Pray that all Christians have an evangelistic unity.  Why? Unity is vital for three reasons…]

A. Unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God (20-23).


[When church members get along with one another, the church grows.]

1. Our model for unity is the first and second members of the Trinity (20-21b).  

a) Can you imagine the Father and the Son arguing over roles and responsibilities?

(1) “Hey Father!  I don’t like this idea of dying on a cross.  Count me out.  If you think it’s necessary, then you do it yourself!”

(2) The Father replies, “No way!” and the Spirit agrees, adding, “And what this stuff about me having to give everyone gifts?  What a hassle!  I hate shopping!”

b) In fact, “Trinity” really means “tri-unity.”  Three persons of the Godhead have differing responsibilities but working together in complete unity. 

2. Teamwork among believers shows the world that Christ is from God (21c-23).  

a) In my NIV text verses 20-23 comprise 5 sentences, which makes it hard to tell where the emphasis is in this section.  But actually, the Greek text has only 2 sentences—verses 20-21 and verses 22-23, both of which have as their final idea “that the world may believe” and “that the world may know.”  The result of unity is evangelism!

b) In 1993 a British reporter interviewed a Catholic leader about the growing number of evangelicals in his country.  “Are you concerned about this incredible growth among the evangelicals?” the reporter asked.  “No,” came the firm reply.  “Why not?” the reporter pressed.  “I’m not concerned that the evangelicals have grown to 17 million here,” the Catholic leader noted.  “I won’t be concerned—that is, unless they decide to unite.”

c) In 1984 our California church split the month after my wife and I were married.

(1) Pastor Sloan preached from the KJV for 23 years, but then the new pastor Emmons preached from the NASB.  Soooo…
(2) A petition circulated with 200 names to oust Emmons—even at the local barbershop!

(3) This church of 1400 split: 200 began another Baptist church, 600 stayed, and 600 fell through the cracks.

(4) Decline followed, and non-Christians said to newcomers, “Whatever you do, stay away from the big yellow church downtown!”

d) In contrast, where there is unity, the church grows—just like verses 21 and 23 say.

(1) I think one reason the church in Singapore has grown in recent years is because it has learned something about unity despite race and language groups.  Of the 4 major language groups in Singapore, 3 have been effectively reached: English, Mandarin, and Tamil.

(2) Did you know that 99% of Buddhists here are Chinese, 99% of Muslims are Malay, and 99% of Hindus are Indian?  Only Christians have reached across ethnic lines with 79% Chinese, 8% Indian, a half percent Malay, and 13% other groups.  

(3) Sure, we have a way to go, but I bet non-Christians have taken a more serious look at Christianity given the unity amidst diversity across racial and language lines.


(I said Christ addresses three reasons for unity in this third section of his prayer.  We’ve already seen the first reason to be united—because unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God.  In verse 24 Christ provides the second reason to bring believers together…)

B. We’ll be united in heaven forever—so we might as well agree now (24).


[We’ll be in glory together—so let’s show some of that glory now.]

1. Christ prayed that true Christians would “be with me where I am.”  What does He mean?  He was right there, wasn’t He?  And weren’t the disciples already there?  Of course.

a) Here we see Jesus using the present tense to refer to something actually future.  He does the same thing in verse 11 which literally reads, “I am in the world no longer,” even though He was still there.

b) Christ is looking to the future with such certainty that He speaks of it in the present.  The disciples hadn’t seen His glory yet, in that He was confined to a human body.  But they would see it—they’d all see it together.

2. I think the implication here is that since we’ll be united forever in heaven, this should show down here as well.

a) Can you imagine in heaven trying to find your way around: “Let’s see, here we are in the Presbyterian precinct.  But where’s Assemblies Avenue?  Oh, OK, I see it here on the map—after Baptist Boulevard, Lutheran Lane, Reformed Road, Charismatic Crescent, and on the tip of Pentecostal Point!”   No way!  We’re all one family there!
b) One of the best tastes of earthly unity before heavenly bliss is Singapore Bible College.  Once I was teaching at SBC on the Book of Job.  As I shared how different cultures explained the reasons for suffering, I asked a Pakistani student to share how Pakistani Muslims explain pain, then I asked an Indian student, “How do Indians view suffering?”  It suddenly occurred to me that our class not only had students from Pakistan and India, but also from Malaysia, Philippines, Myanmar, Korea, Indonesia, Hong Kong, and Singapore—in one class!  SBC has 500 students from 25 nations and 20 denominations and functions as a genuinely diverse but equally genuinely united fellowship.

(I should give one word of caution, however…)

3. Genuine spiritual unity is possible only with genuine believers.  

a) I believe 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 is instructive here. [Read 4 slides]
b) The WCC has over 250 Protestant, Catholic, Anglican, and Eastern Orthodox churches—but does it have biblical unity?  No, it has organizational, external unity—but no spiritual, internal unity in the biblical sense.  In fact, at the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1993 the WCC encouraged its member denominations to open its arms to African shamans, Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, and witch doctors!  Esch notes, 38
c) Another leader correctly noted, “It is better to be divided by truth than to be united by error” (UNITY limitations on).

(So far Christ’s third section of his prayer has highlighted two reasons He considered unity vital: because unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God, and because we’re all going to see His glory in heaven together anyway.  His final reason unity is important is very similar to the first…)

C. Unity shows God’s love to unbelievers so they can know Him (25-26).


 [Being united Christians attracts others into the family.]

1. A young boy grew up as a Hindu where his mother prayed regularly to the gods, attended the Hindu festivals, and went to the temple regularly.  However, his father was a different kind of Hindu—more philosophical.  Once the boy asked his father who God was, and his dad took him outside, pointed to the sky and said, “There—that’s god.  And beyond that is god too!”  The mother’s ritualistic Hinduism and father's philosophical Hinduism caused many arguments between them—so much so that the boy decided to abandon Hinduism for Christianity.  Lack of unity ruins one’s testimony!

2. Another young boy grew up in a “free thinker” type of family.  His mother and father divorced when he was four, his mother remarried, and his step father and mother fought continually.  They too divorced, and a third marriage began which was equally as traumatic.  

a) One day after school the boy visited a friend’s house.  The difference was amazing!  No one threw things, parents didn’t argue, the father was a spiritual leader in the home, they all prayed together, and a genuine peace and unity made this boy want to visit that home time and again.  He did.  He ended up going to church with the family and soon accepted Christ.  And he even became a missionary.  And he’s speaking to you right now.

b) I have seen what Christian unity can do and has done in my own life.  I’ve also seen the devastating effects of Christians who divide over the simplest issue.
(So make sure you pray for the unity of this church!  OK, so how can we sum up?)

Conclusion

1. Why pray like Jesus for yourself, for those you influence, and for believers everywhere?  To keep an outward focus! (MI).

2. Each thing Christ prayed for had an outward focus [explain].  Likewise…
a) Pray that you will fulfill God’s calling not for your fulfillment but for the good of others.

b) Pray for those you influence to be protected and holy to be all God wants them to be.

c) Pray for unity for all Christians so we can reach the world for Christ.
3. Christian unity is evangelistic (MP3).  When believers stick together, non-believers want to stick with them.  

a) Unbelievers are also repulsed by disunity.  Mahatma Gandhi was tremendously drawn to Jesus Christ and His teachings, but after seeing how Christians treated each other he said, “I would become a Christian—if it weren’t for Christians.”

b) The great reformer, Philip Melanchthon, put it this way:


“In essentials, unity;


In non-essentials, liberty;


In all things, charity.”

c) Redwood sequoias form a huge circle (J. Carl Laney, Marching Orders, 155-56).
d) Can we bow together and take some time for reflection and prayer?

(1) In which area of prayer are you strongest?  Weakest?  What should you do about it?
(2) Are you a team player with all other believers—or are you at odds with someone?  Are you willing to deal with this so Satan cannot use it for his advantage?

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. Christ has just promised his disciples in John 16 that they won’t be alone even after he leaves since they will have the indwelling Spirit.
Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. This passage serves as model of what to pray for (the content).
2. It also tells us why to pray for these things (the reason).
Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Jesus has basically finished all he wants to say and do with his disciples.  Now it’s time to pray for them.
2. We often pray as our last act with those we influence—after all is said and done, we recognize our dependence upon God to empower our witness.
Questions

1. For what does Christ pray in 17:1-5?  for whom in 17:6-19?  for whom in 17:20-26?

a) (17:1-5) The content Christ prayed for Himself was that God would glorify Him as he completed His mission through His vicarious death.

b) (17:6-19) The content Christ prayed for His disciples was that they would have God’s protection and sanctification while they remain in the world.

c) (17:20-26) The content Christ prayed for all Christians was for them to be united as a witness to unbelievers.

2. What is the significance of “the hour” (17:1)?  See 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23; 12:27; 13:1.
3. “The time, Jesus said, has come. The divine plan of redemption was at God’s appointment. Several times before this Jesus’ time had not come (2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20). But now it had arrived (cf. 12:23; 13:1)” (BKC).

4. Summarize 17:1-5 in one sentence.

a) (17:1-5) The content Christ prayed for Himself was that God would glorify Him as he completed His mission through His vicarious death.

5. What does Christ say about the past in 17:6-8?  the present in 17:9-10?
a) The disciples had believed in him (17:6-8).

b) The disciples belonged to God to glorify Christ (17:9-10).

6. What is the one, key thing Jesus prayed for in 17:11-16?
a) Protection from Satan (17:15) and the world
7. Discuss the doctrine of sanctification based on 17:17-19.
a) Holiness comes from truth (17:17a, 19b).

b) Truth comes from the Word (17:17b).

c) Holiness also comes from Christ’s holy sacrifice of his life (17:119a).

8. What is Christian unity (17:21)?
a) Unity is to have the same type of common purpose that the Trinity displays.

b) This will happen only in heaven!

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

Praying Like Jesus

John 17:1-26

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (Ch. 17): The purpose Christ prayed for Himself, His disciples, and future believers was that he would fulfill his calling and they would be protected and united in their witness to the world.

I. (17:1-5) The content Christ prayed for Himself was that God would glorify Him as he completed His mission through His vicarious death.

II. (17:6-19) The content Christ prayed for His disciples was that they would have God’s protection and sanctification while they remain in the world.

III. (17:20-26) The purpose Christ prayed for all Christians to be united was that they would be a witness to unbelievers.

III. (17:20-26) The content Christ prayed for all Christians was for them to be united as a witness to unbelievers.

A. (17:20-23) The purpose Christ prayed for all Christians to be united was so that they might fellowship with God and witness to the world.

1. (17:20-21a) The content of Christ’s prayer was unity among believers of all ages just like the unity of the Godhead.

2. (17:21b-23) The purpose of unity was so that Christians could experience both fellowship with God and witnessing among men.

B. (17:24) The content of Christ’s prayer was for believers to see his glory eternally.

C. (17:25-26) The purpose that Christ makes the Father’s love known to the world [through united saints] is so that the world may come to know God.

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will pray like Jesus did for themselves, other spiritual leaders, and for believers everywhere so they can fulfill God’s calling for their lives.
Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Intro to MPI: How can we pray like Jesus?

Introduction

1. Interest: What do you pray for?  The things we pray for often reveal a shallow faith.

2. Need: Do you pray for the same things that Christ prayed for? 

3. Intro to MPI: How can we pray like Jesus?

4. Background: The night before he died, Jesus prayed the real Lord’s prayer.

5. Text: John 17

6. Preview: This chapter will show us three things to pray for.

7. Transition: The first way to pray like Jesus is to…

I.
Pray that you will glorify God by fulfilling his calling for you (17:1-5).

A. Jesus prayed that God would glorify him in his upcoming death (17:1-5).

B. Ask God to honor himself as you fulfill his calling for you.

II.
Pray for those you influence to be protected and holy (17:6-19).

A. Jesus prayed for His disciples to be protected and holy (17:6-19).

B. Pray for God’s protection and purity for those you influence.

III. Pray for all believers to be a united witness to the world (17:20-26).

A. Unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God (20-23).

B. We’ll be united in heaven forever—so we might as well agree now (24).

C. Unity shows God’s love to unbelievers so they can know Him (25-26).

Conclusion

1. Why pray like Jesus for yourself, for those you influence, and for believers everywhere?  To keep an outward focus! (MI).

2. Each thing Christ prayed for had an outward focus:
a) Pray that you will fulfill God’s calling for you not for your personal fulfillment but for the good of others.

b) Pray that those you influence will be protected and holy so they can be all God wants them to be.
c) Pray for unity for all Christians so we can reach the world for Christ.
3. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Sermon Outline of John 17:20-26  (cyclical inductive form)

Introduction

1.
Are you a “scissors Christian” (divisive)—or a “glue Christian” (bonding)?  

2. Subject: Why is unity so important that Christ made it His final prayer for the saints?

3. Jesus wants His church to be united—gluey—so much that this was His final request of the Father before His crucifixion.  John 17 is our main passage for this morning.  

4. The final segment of Christ’s final prayer gives three reasons believers should be united.  

I.
Unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God (20-23).

A.
Our model for unity is the first and second members of the Trinity (20-21b).  

B. Teamwork among believers shows the world that Christ is from God (21c-23).  

II. We’ll be united in heaven forever—so we might as well agree now (24).

III. Unity shows God’s love to unbelievers so they can know Him (25-26).

Conclusion

1.
Main Idea: Christian unity is evangelistic.  When believers stick together, non-believers want to stick with them.

2.
Unbelievers are also repulsed by disunity.  Mahatma Gandhi was tremendously drawn to Jesus Christ and His teachings, but after seeing how Christians treated each other he said, “I would become a Christian—if it weren’t for Christians.”

3.
Are you a gluey—or a scissors—Christian?  Do you bring people together or divide them?

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Potential Exegetical Ideas:

The way Jesus set an example of showing care for others was to pray for himself, his disciples, and all believers.

The way Jesus prayed for himself, his disciples, and all believers is given as a model for believers to pray.

The way Jesus taught believers to care for everyone was to pray for himself, his disciples, and all believers.

The way we know Jesus cared for the world as the Son of God was to pray…

The evidence of Christ as high priest (God-man mediator) was that he prayed for himself, his disciples, and all believers.

The way Jesus proved himself to be the true mediatorial high priest is by praying for himself, his disciples, and all believers. 

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text
Worship Planning (bulletin outline filled in)
Introduction

1. How can we pray like Jesus?

2. The night before he died, Jesus prayed the real Lord’s prayer.

I.
Pray that you will glorify God by fulfilling his calling for you (17:1-5).

A. Jesus prayed that God would glorify him in his upcoming death (17:1-5).

B. Ask God to honor himself as you fulfill his calling for you.

II.
Pray for those you influence to be protected and holy (17:6-19).

A. Jesus prayed for His disciples to be protected and holy (17:6-19).

B. Pray for God’s protection and purity for those you influence.

III. Pray for all believers to be a united witness to the world (17:20-26).

A. Unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God (20-23).

B. We’ll be united in heaven forever—so we might as well agree now (24).

C. Unity shows God’s love to unbelievers so they can know Him (25-26).

Conclusion

1. Why pray like Jesus for yourself, for those you influence, and for believers everywhere?  To keep an outward focus! (MI).

2. Each thing Christ prayed for had an outward focus!

Worship Planning (bulletin blanks)
Introduction

1. How can we pray like Jesus?

2. The night before he died, Jesus prayed the real Lord’s prayer.

I.
Pray that                 will glorify God by fulfilling his                  for you (17:1-5).

A. Jesus prayed that God would glorify him in his upcoming death (17:1-5).

B. Ask God to honor himself as you fulfill his calling for you.

II.
Pray for those you                  to be                  and                  (17:6-19).

A. Jesus prayed for His disciples to be protected and holy (17:6-19).

B. Pray for God’s protection and purity for those you influence.

III. Pray for                                   to be a                                       to the world (17:20-26).

A. Unity produces more believers who can fellowship with God (20-23).

B. We’ll be united in heaven forever—so we might as well agree now (24).

C. Unity shows God’s love to unbelievers so they can know Him (25-26).

Conclusion

1. Why pray like Jesus for yourself, for those you influence, and for believers everywhere?  To keep an                          focus! (MI).

2. Each thing Christ prayed for had an outward focus!
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� Melanchthon quoted by Arthur Pink, Exposition of the Gospel of John (Zondervan, 1968), 90; cited by Swindoll, Beholding Christ…the Lamb of God: A Study of John 15-21 (Insight for Living, 1987), 36.








