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Topic:
Disbelief

Theme:
Why do most people reject Christ?

Thrust:
We disbelieve due to our hard hearts—Don’t harden your heart against Jesus!
Purpose:
The listeners will realize that God has provided enough evidence for them to believe in Jesus.

Video:
VTS_01_5.VOB from minute counter 4:04 to 8:04 (= 4 minutes)

Reading:
John 12:37-50
Closing Song:
“Soften My Heart”
Introduction

1. Interest: [My taxi driver wouldn’t tell me why he wouldn’t believe in Christ.]

a) Most taxi trips are uneventful—at least for me.  I often seek to share Christ but I try not to be too quick to reveal that I am a pastor, missionary, seminary professor and even direct a doctoral program.  Once I let on to my profession, that’s it—game over!  He feels I have to be good since I’m a religious professional and get paid to evangelize, whereas most of you here are good for nothing.  So most taxi drivers turn me off when they know who I am.

b) But in 2010 when I told the taxi driver named Stephen Tan that I lived on Adam Road, he saw the connection with SBC and specifically asked if I was a Bible teacher.  When I said “yes,” Stephen surprisingly said, “Well, that is good—really good” then he launched into some of his questions about the Bible, saying that he read it every day but didn’t understand much.

c) But as we talked, it became clear he wasn’t a believer.  Imagine that—reading the Bible every day but not yet a Christian!  I told him that I was preaching that Sunday on the topic, “Why People Reject Christ,” so I wondered how he would answer that question.  I wanted to know how to address his objections.

2. Need: Do you know why people reject Christ?

a) We all know why we don’t buy some items—too costly, don’t need or like them.  

b) But Christ offers the best product that the world really needs—eternal life and forgiveness of sin!  

c) So why don’t people believe in him? What objections might you have to believe in him?  What evidence do you lack to trust in Christ?  Or, if you have believed in him, how can you answer the objections that others might have?

3. Subject: So why do most people reject Christ? I hope to answer this from today’s text.

4. Background: In John 1–11 there are seven proofs (signs) to believe in Jesus.  John 12 is the final chapter of his public ministry where, by this time, the people have had plenty of evidence.  Some accepted the first two signs but most rejected the last five.

5. Text: John 12 adds to these signs not through additional miracles but through even more people who acknowledge him as Israel’s king.

6. Preview: Today we’ll see additional evidences to his identity that Jesus gives us followed by the pitiful response we give him.

7. Transition: First, how does Jesus help us understand who he is?

I.
Christ provides all the evidence we need to believe (1-36).

[Jesus gives each of us enough proofs to trust him.]

A.  Three stories contrast soft and hard hearts toward Christ (12:1-36).

1. Mary anointed Jesus as Israel’s king—but Judas disdained her (1-11).

a)  The Mary in John is often confused with an unnamed sinful woman in Luke.

(1) Luke 7 records another anointing of Jesus by an unnamed sinful woman.

(2) Admittedly, the two accounts share at least seven similarities (read slide).

(3) However, Luke’s story differs from the anointing of Jesus recorded by the other three gospel writers (read slide).

(4) So Mary in John 12 is the same Mary in John 11—a sister of Lazarus.  She is noted 5 times in the NT—and 5 times she is at Jesus’ feet in worship!

b) In other words, John contrasts the believing Mary (sister of Lazarus) with the unbelieving Judas.

(1) Mary gave while Judas took.

(2) Mary acted in public while Judas in secret.

(3) Mary’s was a sacrificial act while Judas was self-serving.

(4) Mary gave what cost her much while Judas took what cost him nothing.

(5) Mary humbled herself but Judas exalted himself.

(6) Mary took the role of a slave while Judas insisted on the rule of treasurer.

(7) Mary filled the home with a fragrance, but Judas’s criticism spoilt it.

(8) Many people name their daughters “Mary” but no one names a son “Judas.”

c) What’s the meaning of pouring oil on Jesus? Persons who received an anointing were basically three kinds:

(1) Prophets. 1Ki 19:16; Isa 61:1. 

(2) Priests. Ex 40:13-15. 

(3) Kings. Jdj 9:8; 1Sa 9:16; 1Ki 1:34. 

d) But the point here is that Jesus knew the purpose of this anointing—that there would be no time to anoint his body after his soon death (7-8).

(1) Jews always anointed and wrapped a corpse in spices and linens, but Jesus knew that his soon burial would be hasty due to the oncoming Sabbath.

(2) Mary probably did not know that hers was an anointing for burial.

(3) Certainly Jesus knew that, though King, this anointing was for his death to come only six days later.  His knowing his own death points to him being more than simply man—he was God himself!

2. Pilgrims from Galilee proclaimed him as King at his Triumphal Entry—but Pharisees became more hardened (12-19).

a) Who were these people?

(1) We often hear that these people were singing his praises here but putting him on a cross a few days later.

(2) But notice that verse 12 says they were Passover pilgrims—likely many whom had seen his miracles in Galilee—unlike the unbelieving Pharisees awaiting Christ to kill him in the city!

b) What were they saying?  Hosanna!  But what does that mean?

(1) The designation “Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” is messianic from Psalm 118:25-26.
(2) “Hail to the king of Israel” sounds pretty clear, doesn’t it?  That’s the same as in the song when we sing “Glory to the King of Kings.”

c) The point is that Jesus had no problem with them acknowledging him as king of the nation—as contrasted with Pharisees in verse 19, who complain that they were losing the popularity contest.  The soft hearts of the pilgrims contrast with the hard hearts of the religious leaders.

3. God-fearing Greeks sought out Christ but he said that his death would glorify God and judge hard hearts (20-36).

a) Now, as Jesus gets into the city, the Jews are trying to kill him (v. 10) while the Gentiles seek him out!  This contrast of soft and hard hearts reminds me of John 1:11-12, “He came to his own people, and even they rejected him. But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.”

b) But what does Christ tell these Greeks?  He says that he is about to offer his life for the nation and draw everyone to himself (v. 32).

B. What evidence for Christ as God do you lack now?

1. Now back to my taxi story...  When Mr. Tan told me that he didn’t believe in Christ, I asked him what evidence he needed to see in order to trust Christ.  He refused to answer as he knew that God had given him plenty of proofs.

2. Didn’t Jesus perform enough miracles to convince you that he’s God?  John has recorded seven so far, but the other gospel writers add many more!

3. Is Christianity intellectually convincing for you?  Many who don’t believe in Christ seek to make Christians look like we kiss our brains goodbye to believe in Christ.  Nothing could be further from the truth.

a) C. S. Lewis was professor at Oxford intent on disbelieving in Christ.  He proudly ridiculed Christians until someone challenged him to disprove it.

b) After researching Christianity, he had to admit that it was true after all—a big hit against his pride.  In fact, he wrote that he came into the kingdom of God “kicking and screaming.”

4. Have you seen enough changed lives due to his power?  Maybe you have come because you’ve seen something different in the person who brought you—but there are millions more changed by him!

(So if Jesus has provided such convincing proofs for his deity, then why didn't everyone believe in him?  Several Pharisees saw his miracles—many even saw Christ raise Lazarus from the dead!  In the last 14 verses of the chapter, we see the reason many reject Christ…)

II.
We disbelieve due to our hard hearts (37-50).

[Most people reject Christ because they’re not soft enough to consider the evidence.]

A. Jews rejected him not due to lack of evidence but due to hard hearts (37-50).

1. Isaiah predicted this type of unbelief due to hard hearts (37-43).

2. Jesus declared judgment on the unbelieving (44-50).

B. What does a hard heart look like today?

1. It looks like the heart of my taxi driver, Stephen Tan.  As we continued talking, I asked him how he would explain “why people reject Christ.”  He replied, “They are too concerned about this world.”  I asked, “Are you also too concerned about this world?” and he said he didn’t want to answer it.  Then he said that Christ promised abundant life and no diseases for Christians, but his sister died a painful death the previous year.  Alas, we finally hit the reason for his hardened heart—God had “let him down.”  More accurately, a pastor let him down—a preacher who told him that, based on Matthew 8:17, no Christian should ever experience disease!

2. You see, for the person with the hard heart, something else is more important than considering who Christ might really be.

a) The Jewish leaders in our text felt they had much to lose—their power, positions, and acclaim from the people, especially.

b) Likewise, today our position can also be threatened, hardening our hearts to things of God.  Ben Stein’s 2008 movie, Expelled, highlights how scientists and academics have lost their jobs for even suggesting design instead of creation.

c) A hard heart is often a defense when a man knows he is committing immorality—he won’t give up his woman.

d) Other hard hearts protect their pride, knowing that it takes a measure of humility to accept that Jesus is God and we aren’t God!

e) Whatever that hindrance may be, it prevents us from seeing the evidence. It’s when we say “Don’t confuse me with the facts!”

3. Even when those with hard hearts do see the evidence, they divert attention to minor matters—smoke screens—to get off the real issue of who Christ is.

4. Interestingly, people with hardened hearts approach God with a skeptic’s heart even though they aren’t skeptical about other things.

a) They don’t seem skeptical of bad friends—people that many of us would avoid.

b) They also have no problem with risky behavior whereas most of us would be cautious.

(So what is this entire chapter really saying in a sentence?)

Conclusion

1. Don’t harden your heart against Jesus (Main Idea).

2. I began this message with the question, “Why do most people reject Christ?” (MPs).  We saw that:

a) Christ provides all the evidence we’ll ever need (1-36), but…

b) We disbelieve due to our hard hearts (37-50).

3. For Skeptics: Is your heart hardened against Christ?

a) Read about Christ—start with the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

b) Ask God to soften it enough where you can really see who Christ is.

4. For Believers: How can you help others with hearts hardened against Christ?

a) Share the gospel with them because often we think their hearts are hardened but in reality they are open.  Some reject Christ simply because they haven’t heard how wonderful he is—so tell them!

b) For those with truly hardened hearts, pray!  God alone can soften a heart.

5. “Soften My Heart” is a song God has impressed on me lately.  It’s actually a prayer for both the believer and the unbeliever.  Listen…

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

1. In John 11, Jesus raising of Lazarus from the dead produced reactions of both belief by the people and the desire to kill him by the unbelieving Pharisees.

2. Soon the opposition to Christ will grow to such an extent that Christ has to withdraw one final time as a last training lesson for his disciples.  That’s what we will begin to see next week in John 13.

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

1. It tells us that the issue is not simply evidences when considering Christ.
2. Equally important is the state of our heart.

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

1. Thousands of people in the time of Jesus saw his miracles, but only a fraction of them placed their trust in him.
2. He knew the evil that was in the heart of man (John 2:23-25), even knowing that some saw his miracles but continued following him just to get a free lunch (John 6:26).
Questions

1. What are the kinds of anointing are in the Bible?

a) Of a stone by Jacob (Gen. 28:18; 31:13)
b) Of the high priest by Moses (Exod. 28:41; 29:7)
c) Of the tabernacle by Moses (Exod. 40:9)
d) Of Saul by Samuel (1 Sam. 9:16; 10:1)
e) Of David by Samuel, by the men of Judah, and by all of Israel (1 Sam. 16:12; Ps. 89:20; 2 Sam. 2:4, 7; 5:3)
f) Of Solomon by Zadok (1 Kings 1:39)
g) Of Christ

(1) by the Father (Ps. 2:2; 45:7; Luke 4:18; Acts 4:27; 10:38; Heb. 1:9)
(2) by the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16)
(3) by an immoral woman (Luke 7:38)
(4) by Mary of Bethany (John 11:2)
h) Of all believers by the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 1:21)
i) Of Lucifer by God prior to his fall (Ezek. 28:14)
j) Of sick believers by church elders (James 5:14)

2. Discuss the purpose(s) of anointing as background to 12:1-8 and what Jesus meant in 12:7.

a) “John with the hindsight of history was able to state why Judas said this. Judas, evidently the group’s treasurer (cf. 13:29), would pocket some of the benevolence money for himself. Whereas Mary gave openly and sacrificially, Judas wanted to horde money for himself secretly and selfishly. He even betrayed Jesus for money—30 pieces of silver (the price of a gored slave; cf. Ex. 21:32; Zech. 11:12-13).”

b) Normally anointing indicated a festive occasion, such as the appointment of a king or priest.  This was certainly appropriate at the home of Lazarus, for the have him back form the dead must have been great!
c) “But in this case the anointing was in anticipation of His burial. Living by God’s Word, Jesus knew that as the suffering Servant, He must endure pain, die, and be buried (cf. Isa. 53:9).”

3. What lessons do you learn from Lazarus, Judas, Martha, Mary and the chief priests in 12:1-11?

a) Lazarus: Fellowship with the Savior who redeemed you.

b) Judas: To some people, money matters most.

c) Martha: Serving Jesus should be important.

d) Mary: Worshipping Jesus is even better than serving.

e) Chief Priests: Power and prestige are so important to some people that they will kill in order to keep it.

4. What is the theological significance of the Triumphal Entry in 12:12-19?

a) Previously He had rejected the role of a political Messiah (6:15) but, they thought, perhaps now was the right moment. Jerusalem was the city of the great King and He was coming to it. Waving their palm branches, symbols of victory, the people were shouting (ekraugazon; cf. comments on 11:43) Hosanna! “Hosanna” in Hebrew means “Please save” or “Save now” (cf. Ps. 118:25). It came to be a shout of praise. Quoting Psalm 118:26, they ascribed messianic titles to Him: He who comes (lit., “the Coming One”; cf. John 11:27) and the King of Israel. 

5. Discuss Christ’s “hour” in 12:23-24 in light of 2:4; 4:21, 23; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20.

a) 12:23-24. Jesus had been moving toward His decisive hour (cf. 2:4; 4:21, 23; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20). The coming of the Greeks confirmed that the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified (cf. 12:23; 13:1; 17:1). For most people death is their humiliation. 
b) But for Jesus death was His means of entry into glory. His willingness to die for others’ sins in obedience to the Father (Isa. 53:10, 12) brought Him renown (glory; cf. John 12:16; 17:1, 5). I tell you the truth introduces a solemn affirmation. The analogy of a kernel of wheat “dying” in the ground and producing many seeds teaches that death is necessary for a harvest. 

6. What are the two times God glorified his name (12:28)?

7. What is John’s explanation for the unbelief of Israel in 12:37-43?

8. What are some of the themes Christ notes when explaining his ministry to Israel (12:44-50)?

Outlines (Steps 2-5)

Why People Reject Christ

John 12

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (=MPII): The reason the Jews disbelieved in Jesus was not because of lack of evidence but because they hardened their hearts.

I.
The evidences for Jesus as Messiah were sufficient for people to believe (12:1-36).

A. Jesus [showed that he was Messiah when he] accepted Mary’s anointing for burial since he knew he would soon die (1-11).

B. Jesus allowed acclamation as Messiah at his Triumphal Entry as fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy (12-19).

C. Jesus proved his Messianic authority before God-fearing Greeks by predicting that his death would glorify God (20-36).

II.
The reason the Jews disbelieved in Jesus was not because of lack of evidence but because they hardened their hearts (37-50).

A. Isaiah predicted this type of unbelief due to hardened hearts (37-43).

B. Jesus declared judgment on the unbelieving (44-50).

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)
The listeners will realize that God has provided enough evidence for them to believe in Jesus.

Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: Why do people disbelieve in Christ?

Introduction

1. Interest: [My taxi driver wouldn’t tell me why he wouldn’t believe in Christ.]

2. Need: Christ offers the best product that the world really needs.  What objections might you have to believe in him?  What evidence do you lack to trust in Christ?

3. Subject: Why do most people reject Christ?

4. Background: John 1–11 have provided seven proofs (signs) to believe in Jesus.  John 12 is the final chapter of his public ministry.

5. Text: John 12 adds to these signs not through additional miracles but through how Christ responds to people.

6. Preview: Today we’ll see additional evidences to his identity that Jesus gives us followed by our pitiful response we give him.

7. Transition: First, what does Jesus do for us?

I.
Christ provides all the evidence we need to believe (1-36).

A. Three consecutive stories contrast people with soft and hard hearts toward Christ (12:1-36).

1. Mary anointed Jesus as Israel’s king—but Judas disdained her (1-11).

2. Pilgrims from Galilee proclaimed him as King at his Triumphal Entry—but Pharisees became more hardened (12-19).

3. God-fearing Greeks sought out Christ but he said that his death would glorify God and judge hard hearts (20-36).

B. What evidence for Christ as God do you lack now?

II.
We disbelieve due to our hard hearts (37-50).

A. Jews rejected him not due to lack of evidence but due to hard hearts (37-50).

1. Isaiah predicted this type of unbelief due to hard hearts (37-43).

2. Jesus declared judgment on the unbelieving (44-50).

B. What does a hardened heart look like today?

1. Something else is more important than considering who Christ might really be—their immorality, their pride, their position (Expelled), etc.

2. That hindrance prevents us from seeing the evidence.

3. Even when they do see the evidence, they divert attention to minor matters (smoke screens).

4. They approach God with a skeptic’s heart even though they aren’t skeptics about other things (e.g., bad friends, risky behavior).

Conclusion

1. Don’t harden your heart against Jesus (Main Idea).

2. Why do people disbelieve in Christ? (MPs)

a) Christ provides all the evidence we’ll ever need (1-36).

b) We disbelieve due to our hard hearts (37-50).

3. For Skeptics: Is your heart hardened against Christ?

4. For Believers: How can you help others with hearts hardened against Christ?

5.  “Soften My Heart”

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Susan’s email correspondence with Eddie 

2. Good salesmen know how to anticipate objections to their product.  Let’s say he’s trying to sell you something, so you say…

a) “It’s too expensive”—The salesman then says, “You can buy it on installment.”

b) “I really don’t need it”—“But you can give it to someone else who does need it.”

c) “I don’t like it”—“Really?  But a lot of other people like this model!”

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

For Worship Planning (blanks filled in)

Introduction

1. Question: Why do most people reject Christ?

2. Background: John 1–11 provided seven proofs (signs) to believe in Jesus.  John 12 is the final chapter of his public ministry.

I.
Christ provides all the evidence we need to believe (1-36).

A. Three stories contrast soft and hard hearts toward Christ (12:1-36).

1. Mary anointed Jesus as Israel’s king—but Judas disdained her (1-11).

2. Pilgrims from Galilee proclaimed him as King at his Triumphal Entry—but Pharisees became more hardened (12-19).

3. God-fearing Greeks sought out Christ but he said that his death would glorify God and judge hard hearts (20-36).

B. What evidence for Christ as God do you lack now?

II.
We disbelieve due to our hard hearts (37-50).

A. Jews rejected him not due to lack of evidence but due to hard hearts (37-50).

B. What does a hardened heart look like today?

Conclusion

1. Don’t harden your heart against Jesus (Main Idea).

2. For Skeptics: Is your heart hardened against Christ?

3. For Believers: How can you help others with hearts hardened against Christ?

4.  “Soften My Heart”

For Bulletin Insert with Blanks left blank)

Introduction

1. Question: Why do most people reject Christ?

2. Background: John 1–11 provided seven proofs (signs) to believe in Jesus.  John 12 is the final chapter of his public ministry.

I.
Christ provides all the ______________ we need to believe (1-36).

A. Three stories contrast soft and hard hearts toward Christ (12:1-36).

1. Mary anointed Jesus as Israel’s king—but Judas disdained her (1-11).

2. Pilgrims from Galilee proclaimed him as King at his Triumphal Entry—but Pharisees became more hardened (12-19).

3. God-fearing Greeks sought out Christ but he said that his death would glorify God and judge hard hearts (20-36).

B. What evidence for Christ as God do you lack now?

II.
We disbelieve due to our ______________ hearts (37-50).

A. Jews rejected him not due to lack of evidence but due to hard hearts (37-50).

B. What does a hardened heart look like today?

Conclusion

1. Don’t ______________ your heart against Jesus (Main Idea).

2. For Skeptics: Is your heart hardened against Christ?

3. For Believers: How can you help others with hearts hardened against Christ?

4.  “Soften My Heart”
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