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The Hand That Rocks the Cradle...

2 Timothy 1:1-6

Simple Deductive

Topic:
Motherhood

Subject:  
A mother's influence

Complement:  
is the most powerful force in the world.

Purpose:
The listeners will thank and appreciate their mothers for the ministry they have had in their lives.

Introduction


1.
[Arouse Interest: Mother’s are heroes.]

a.
A schoolteacher giving a lesson in fractions asked, “Johnny, suppose there were 7 in your family—a mother, a father, and 5 children.  And suppose there was pie for dessert.  What fraction of the pie would you get?”


Johnny answered, “One-sixth.”


“But don’t you understand?” replied the teacher.  “Don’t you know about fractions?”


“I know about fractions and I know about mothers too,” remarked Johnny.  “Mom would say that she didn’t want any!” ("Mother" tract)  Isn’t that kind of selflessness so typical of a mother—to work so hard on something that she herself does not enjoy?

b.
During inspection on a Boy Scout outing, a scoutmaster found an umbrella hidden in the bedroll of a young camper.  Puzzled, the scoutmaster asked, "Why did you bring an umbrella on a scout trip?  The tenderfoot sighed, "Sir, did you ever have a mother?" 


("The Fine Art of Mothering" tract)


c.
That's just like a mother—one of the most difficult yet rewarding careers available. One writer notes, “Isn’t it strange how we elevate careers and lower homemaking to the commonplace?  Think how many skills a mother must possess to carry out her duties.  She must know something about teaching, interior decorating, cooking, dietics, psychology, hygiene, social relations, clothing, household equipment, and a host of other things.”



“Still, if a woman teaches someone else’s children she is given professional status—a teacher.  But if she teaches her own children, she is just a mother.  If she does interior decorating she is a career woman; but if she decorates her own home, she is just a homemaker.  If she takes care of others, she’s a nurse; but if she nurses her own children, she’s just ‘mom’ doing her job” ("Mother" tract). Yes, motherhood demands many skills that we easily overlook to reward "career women."


2.
Because of her great position and influence, it is fitting to honor Mom today (Tan 3682).

a.
The practice in America of setting aside every second Sunday in May to honor mothers was first practiced in Philadelphia, initiated by Miss Anne Jarvis who lobbied for many years with several Presidents to get the day initiated nationwide.

b.
Perhaps Miss Jarvis got the idea from England's "Mothering Sunday"—a custom where everyone on Mid-Lent Sunday attended their mother church where they were baptized.

c.
The history of Mother's Day actually extends back to ancient Greece.  The Greeks celebrated a festival pretty much amounting to mother worship.

d.
But the practice of honoring mothers didn’t start in America or Greece.  It goes back even further to OT times.  The fifth commandment says, “Honor your father and your mother.”


e.
In any case, I’m glad that the practice has also come to Singapore.  But it’s with some sadness that my wife Susan has Mother’s Days without her sons since our youngest son left in 2011.  We have three sons: Kurt (IT), Stephen (pilot) & John (designer).  

3.
If I asked you who made the greatest influence in your life, what would you say?  Why do you hold certain values and priorities over others?  What source molded you that way more than any other?  TV?  School? A certain friend or teacher?  The Bible?  Think about it long enough and you will agree that it is your mother—for good or ill.


4.
Preview: Today we will see in the Bible some excellent examples of influential mothers who passed on a spiritual heritage to their children.  My prayer is that you will be convinced that mothering is the most influential and important job in all the world [main idea].  There’s no more significant work than shaping the lives of the next generation [restatement]. 


5.
Let's first take a look at two mothers who influenced the life of one of Paul’s most valued traveling companions.  The man is Timothy and these godly women are noted in 2 Timothy 1:5.  But first let’s read verses 1-6 to get the context.  Now notice in verse 5 that…


I.
Timothy trusted Christ through his mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5).


[Timothy became a disciple by the influence of these two most important women in his life.]

A.
Notice how Paul claims that the women in Timothy’s life had the greatest spiritual impact.

1.
I find it interesting that Timothy's father is not mentioned here—but Paul met Timothy on his second missionary journey and when you look at Acts 16:1 you notice that Eunice was a Jewish Christian but Timothy's father was a Gentile—probably an unbelieving Gentile.  Jews lived all over the Roman world.
a.
So we have a boy here born of a mixed marriage—not only between a Jew and a Gentile, but probably a believer and an unbeliever.

b.
Somehow Eunice made a mistake by marrying a non-Christian or else became a Christian after the marriage—yet that wasn't going to stop her from having a godly influence on young Tim's life.

2.
No doubt some of you find yourself in a similar situation—raising children without the influence of a godly father over them to supplement your efforts.

a.
Let the example of Eunice encourage you. Don't worry that as a sole believing parent that you can't provide the kind of spiritual nurture as other families with two parents.

b.
Abraham Lincoln said: "No man is poor who has a godly mother" and he was right!


d.
Mothers, as your kids grow up and reflect upon you what will they remember most?

1)
Some remember their mom's depression more than any other trait.

2)
One man's most vivid memories are of his mother's anger.  

3)
In my home my mother was the greatest influence.  My father was in the Navy and due to the pressures on their marriage from him being out fighting in the Vietnam War their marriage dissolved when I was 4 years old. She remarried twice (last in 1972 so the present marriage has lasted), so my background is certainly less than ideal—four children in five years, three fathers, 12 divorces among my parents and those whom they married, several year gaps between father figures …Yet my mom was a stabilizing force through it all.  I especially remember her for her individual encouragement to me.


4)
Mothers, what will your kids remember most about you when they grow up?  

a)
Your pushing and pushing for them to get good grades?  Moodiness?  

b)
Let your children remember you most for your godliness!

(In 2 Timothy 1:5 Paul reminds Timothy that it was his mother's sincere faith that he remembered in his mother.  Not only did Paul claim it was the women in Timothy’s life which had the greatest spiritual impact in him, but notice a second thing…)


B.
Our mothers are the greatest single tool of God to help us influence the lives of others.

No person can train us better to serve Christ than our mother.

1.
Timothy grew up to be a tremendous tool of God due to his mother's influence.


a.
Even when Paul met him he was called a "disciple" [Acts 16:1].

b.
Due to his mother and grandmother's influence Timothy had a good reputation not only in his hometown (Lystra) but also nearby towns like Iconium.

c.
Soon Paul would call him his "son in the faith," meaning his younger fellow-worker who was so close that he was like a son [2 Tim 1:2; 2:1; 1 Tim 1:2].

d.
Timothy became the constant companion of the greatest apostle ever to live, even though he was a very young man.  Fifteen years after he started traveling with Paul the apostle told him “don't let anyone despise your youth” so he was young when used of God!  (By the way, don’t believe the lie that the youth are the church of tomorrow.  They are the church of today!)

e.
God had Timothy minister to Paul just before his execution.  In 2 Timothy 4:9 Paul asks, "Do your best to come to me quickly" and he probably made it to Paul in time.

f.
In a real sense, you and I are presently benefiting from the ministry of Lois and Eunice into Timothy who served Paul who gave us one half the New Testament!  What an influence godly mothers can have!

2.
Susanna Wesley was such a woman also—with such an influence on her 19 children that most don't even know her husband's name, the Rev. Samuel Wesley. 

a.
You will recognize the names of two of her sons though:

1)
Charles Wesley wrote several hundred hymns, some of which are in your hymnal.

2)
John Wesley became the founder of Methodism—a denomination whose influence has been strong for the cause of Christ through the centuries.

3)
These two sons, under God, brought revival to England while France underwent a bloody revolution (Tan 3674).

b.
Susanna Wesley impacted all of England through her children!  But how? 

**
She spent one hour each and every day shut up with God alone in her room, praying for her 19 children by name.  She also had several rules (Tan 3653):

1)
No child was given anything because he cried for it… (In her house the kids rarely cried loudly).

2)
No eating and drinking between meals, except when sick.

3)
At 7 PM, each child was put to bed; at 8 PM she left the room.  She never allowed herself to sit by the bed until the child fell asleep.

4)
The little ones had their own table near the main table.  When they could handle the fork and knife, they were "promoted" to the family table.

5)
Each child had to eat and drink everything before him.

6)
Children had to address each other as "Sister ______" or "Brother _____."

7)
She never showed anger or scolded.  She would always explain and explain.

**
You can trace the legacy of her children down through the centuries.  Her godly life multiplied into the lives of her children and into your life and mine.


3.
A modern-day example of this kind of influence is my wife's family background. 

a.
Susan's Mom (Doris) and grandmother (Signe) never served in full-time ministry.

b.
Yet their influence in Susan's life has reached literally hundreds of thousands of people for Christ through her daughter through an evangelistic singing group that shared Christ throughout Asia [cf. “arrows” of Psalm 121]. 

4.
However, since a mother's influence is so strong, the opposite situation can occur too—

a.
One mother, although very religious, despised her son, mistreated him and belittled him to the point where one day the young lad of 17 years old got fed up with it all.  

b.
In the presence of his parents, he turned around on their farm and walked down the road, intending to never see them again.  He didn't so much even turn around and wave, let along give his mother a "good-bye" hug.  


c.
He walked off, his face set like a flint.  He never did see them again.  But his life did become one of influence, negative influence, and you know his name—Adolf Hitler.

(So, you ask, how does all these things apply to me?  Good question!  I’m glad you asked…)


II.
Mother's Day should remind each of us of some important things.


I want to suggest an application for each of us no matter who we are.


A.
For mothers here today…

1.
What kind of legacy are you leaving to your children?  For what will they most remember you after they're gone?

2.
What do you need to do to have them remember what you want them to remember?

a.
Commit never to scold?

b.
Begin that time of reading from the Bible each day with your child?  One friend every morning had an individual quiet time with each of her 9, 7, and 3-year-old kids.

c.
Some of us may need to quit our job to give that kind of care!  After all, the only command to mothers in Scripture is Titus 2:5 that says they should be “busy at home.”

B.
For those with mothers still living…

1.
Flowers, cards, gifts, letters, phone calls… these are good and important.

2.
But today praise your mother for a character quality she invested into your life.

a.
At our wedding Susan and I took about ten minutes expressing to our parents appreciation for the character qualities they had invested in our lives.  I thanked my Mom for her encouragement.

b.
What positive trait can you thank your Mom for today?  Prayer life?  Commitment to Scripture?  Hospitality?  Compassion?  Discipline?

(Some of you are saying, "I can't do these things since my mother isn't alive anymore…")


C.
For you whose mothers have passed away…

1.
Write her a letter—tell her things you wished you had expressed when she was alive.

2.
A friend of mine did this many years ago and found that it really relieved her of an incredible amount of stress.

(What have I been saying this morning?  Simply this…)

Conclusion


1.
A mother's influence is the most powerful force in the world [Main Idea].


No other influence on your life has matched that of your mother! [Restatement]

2.
There’s a great amount of truth to the old cliché, “The hand that rocks the cradle rules the world”—for good in the case of Timothy and for evil in the case of Hitler.

3.
Whatever good you do, do it now!

If you have a smile for Mother,


Give it now.

If you have a kind word,


Speak it now.

If you have a flower for Mother,


Share it now.

She’ll not need it when the angels


Greet her at the golden gate;

Give the smiles while she is living


If you wait it may be too late.

4.
Prayer
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Your Honor...

Matthew 15:1-6

Subject:  
Honoring our mother

Complement:  
is demonstrated through obedience or financial support.

Purpose:
The listeners will honor their mothers by obedience (if they still live with their mothers) or through financial support (if they no longer live at home).

Attribute:
We Remember Christ's Care for His Mother

Meditation:
John 19:26-27

Introduction

1.
Fraction joke (tract)

a.


2.
Umbrella joke

a.


3.
Motherhood demands many skills which we easily overlook to reward "career women."

a.


4.
Because of her great position and influence, it is fitting to honor mom today.

a.
The practice in America of setting aside every second Sunday in May to honor mothers was first practiced in Philadelphia

b.
The history of Mother's Day actually extends back to ancient Greece.

5.
Actually the general practice of honoring mothers goes back even further to Biblical times.  Let's take a look at this command in Deuteronomy 5:16.

Sub.   6.
We all know from this fifth commandment that we should honor our mothers--both of our parents, actually. 

a.
But what does this mean?  

b.
Does it mean the same thing when we are living at home as children as it does when we are older, not living at home anymore?

c.
This morning we'll take a brief look at what honoring our mothers means when we live at home as children, then we'll see what "honor" means later in life when we're independent of our parents and on our own.

I.
When we are in the home we honor our mother by obeying her (Ephesians 6:1-3).

II.
If we are out of the home we should honor our mother by providing for her financially.

Conclusion

M.I.
    1.


Proverbs 31:10-31 (New International Version)

New International Version (NIV)

 Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society
 10 A wife of noble character who can find? 

       She is worth far more than rubies.

 11 Her husband has full confidence in her 

       and lacks nothing of value.

 12 She brings him good, not harm, 

       all the days of her life.

 13 She selects wool and flax 

       and works with eager hands.

 14 She is like the merchant ships, 

       bringing her food from afar.

 15 She gets up while it is still dark; 

       she provides food for her family 

       and portions for her servant girls.

 16 She considers a field and buys it; 

       out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.

 17 She sets about her work vigorously; 

       her arms are strong for her tasks.

 18 She sees that her trading is profitable, 

       and her lamp does not go out at night.

 19 In her hand she holds the distaff 

       and grasps the spindle with her fingers.

 20 She opens her arms to the poor 

       and extends her hands to the needy.

 21 When it snows, she has no fear for her household; 

       for all of them are clothed in scarlet.

 22 She makes coverings for her bed; 

       she is clothed in fine linen and purple.

 23 Her husband is respected at the city gate, 

       where he takes his seat among the elders of the land.

 24 She makes linen garments and sells them, 

       and supplies the merchants with sashes.

 25 She is clothed with strength and dignity; 

       she can laugh at the days to come.

 26 She speaks with wisdom, 

       and faithful instruction is on her tongue.

 27 She watches over the affairs of her household 

       and does not eat the bread of idleness.

 28 Her children arise and call her blessed; 

       her husband also, and he praises her:

 29 "Many women do noble things, 

       but you surpass them all."

 30 Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 

       but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.

 31 Give her the reward she has earned, 

       and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.

Rick Griffith

Mother’s Day

13 May 2007

The Hand that Rocks the Cradle

2 Timothy 1:5
Introduction

Views of Mothers Today:

Main Idea: A mother’s _____________ is the most powerful force in the world.
I.
Timothy trusted Christ through his _____________ and __________________  
(2 Tim. 1:5).
II.
Mother's Day should remind each of us of some important things. 

A. For Mothers…

B. For Those with Mothers Still Living…

C. For those Whose Mothers Have Passed Away

1. “Dear Mom:  

Conclusion

Main Idea: A mother’s _____________ is the most powerful force in the world.
Rev. Dr. Rick Griffith
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The Hand that Rocks the Cradle

2 Timothy 1:5
Introduction

Views of Mothers Today:

Main Idea: A mother’s _____________ is the most powerful force in the world.
I.
Timothy trusted Christ through his _____________ and __________________  
(2 Tim. 1:5).
II.
Mother's Day should remind each of us of some important things. 

A. For Mothers…

B. For Those with Mothers Still Living…

C. For those Whose Mothers Have Passed Away

“Dear Mom:  

Conclusion

Main Idea: A mother’s _____________ is the most powerful force in the world.
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