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How to Get Rich
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Topic:
Giving

Subject:
The way to be genuinely rich here on earth

Complement:
is to follow the examples of those who gave generously to needy believers.

Idea:
We become rich as we give our money away generously!

Purpose:
The listeners will be motivated to at least tithe their income.

Introduction

1. Interest: [Our money flow reveals our priorities.]
a) A man married for 20 years once decided to divorce his wife.  In preparing for the financial settlement, he began to rummage through his old checks.  

b) One cancelled check after another stirred up memories of a long-forgotten past: the check to the hotel where he and his wife had spent their honeymoon, the check for their first car, the check for the hospital bill for their daughter’s birth, the check for the $2000 down payment on their first home.

c) Finally, he could stand it no longer.  He pushed the checks aside, reached for the phone, and rang up his wife.  Telling her that they had invested too much in each other to throw it all away, he asked her for a new start.

d) Your checkbook and mine also tells the story of our lives—our values and our lifestyles.  And more than anything else, our checkbook reveals our true walk with God because it announces what our treasures are (Chuck Swindoll, A Minister Everyone Would Respect, 1).

e) The Christian financial expert, Ron Blue, notes, “You can’t fake stewardship.  Your checkbook reveals all you really believe about stewardship…your goals, priorities, convictions, relationships, and even the use of your time.  A person who has been a Christian even for a short while can fake prayer, Bible study, evangelism, going to church, and so on, but he can’t fake what his checkbook reveals” (ibid, 10, quoting Ron Blue, Master Your Money, 20).
2. Need: The reality is that many people—including Christians—have it as their goal to make that checkbook fat—to be rich.  

a) I was struck by the front page of the Straits Times on 14 October 1991.  The title: “Vision 2030: S’poreans to be as rich as Americans.”  That’s the government plan here, and that’s the individual plan of many people—Christians included.
b) Now my guess is that many of you don’t have becoming rich as a chief goal—only to have more money than you have right now!  But how much more?  
3. Subject: So since this is what many people are seeking I thought I’d put in my few words on the subject.  What I want to address today is simply this: How can we really be rich?  What do we need to do in order to become people who feel that we have everything we need?

4. Preview: We will look at two ways to be rich according to the Word of God: following examples to get rich, and following principles to get rich.  Here’s the first way to be really rich…

I.
We become rich by following the examples of those who are really rich.


[If we can get into our minds what people look like who are genuinely rich, then we have a better chance of getting there ourselves.]

(After all, this is the philosophy of the famous best-selling book by Napolean Hill entitled Think and Grow Rich!  It has gone through many printings and I grew up with my parents quoting it frequently.  We ended up a family with 3 homes, 2 boats, and 7 cars—with so many payments we were miserable!  So let’s look at what the Bible says about the subject instead…)
A. Paul gives two examples of becoming rich through generous giving (2 Cor. 8:1-9).  Please turn to this passage.
1. Macedonians: The poor and afflicted churches of Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea gave generously to the poor Jerusalem believers as an example to the rich Corinthians (1-8).

a) I hope you had a chance to look at the title of my message today.

(1) Perhaps you thought that it is a big hoax.  It’s not.

(2) Maybe you thought that I was redefining wealth.  I’m not.

(3) Actually, my passage today (as well as part 2 of this series next Sunday) both genuinely address this issue: How to get rich!

(4) Notice how many times the word “rich” appears in these two chapters:

(a) The Macedonians showed “rich generosity” (8:2).

(b) The Corinthians are spoken of as rich through Christ (8:9).

(c) God promises that those who fulfill certain conditions “will be made rich in every way” (9:11).

(So how did these people become so rich?)

b) The Macedonians gave generously though nearly destitute themselves (1-5).
(1) They gave way beyond what their means could support (1-3a).

(a) Notice where these people lived.  They, like Myanmar, lived off the main sea route in comparison to the Corinthians, like Singapore, who are both at important crossways in sea trade.

(b) Context (read Swindoll, A Minister Everyone Would Respect, 3-4).

(c) Mark 12:41-44 is the best scriptural parallel I can think of.  A poor widow put into the temple treasury how many copper coins?  Two mites!  Give her credit.  Christ said she gave more money than all the others.

(d) Paul’s point in 2 Cor 8 is the same: God’s concern is not so much the amount of the gift but the attitude of the giver!

(2) They gave of their own initiative (3b-4).

(3) They went beyond financial aid by giving themselves to God and to meet Paul’s companions’ other needs (5).

(Paul’s reason for sharing this is that…)

c) The Corinthians should also give money generously just as they had fully given themselves in other areas (6-7).

(So the Macedonians are the first of the two good examples of giving.  They were poor but generous.  The next example is one who was rich but generous, and that person was…)

2. Christ: Christ also gave sacrificially by laying aside His rights as God to become human (8-9).

a) The passage that immediately comes to mind in this respect is the Kenosis (Emptying) text.  Do you know it?  It’s Philippians 2:5-11.

b) What better example of giving can be provided than Christ?  Who has ever given up more than Jesus did?  And who has ever become richer as a result!  If His example does not motivate us to give everything to Him I don’t know what will!

(So the Macedonians and Jesus both provide some excellent scriptural examples of giving.  But I think also some…)

B. Modern examples of generosity should spur us on to gracious giving as well.

1. Some good examples are wealthy.

a) Ed Sheffield gave $2000/mo.––and even gave me his car! (Vega 9-4-80 journal)
b) Richard Miles always gave me a $100 bill in every Sunday’s handshake

c) Christ Chapel just gave us $8000 (+ $2000 monthly + $3000 for SBC students!)

2. Most good examples are not wealthy.

a) Scott Smith was a poor college student who gave $645—most of his bank balance the day before I left for Asia as a missionary (1-21-81 journal entry)

b) Pastor Vijay in Nepal hosted Alan and me in May.  He lives in a rented home, pastors in rented facility, directs a graduate school in a rented place—but fed us like kings!
c) Myanmar provides a modern parallel to the Macedonians.  Despite the fact that believers there are very poor they are sending out more missionaries per evangelical than any other Asian nation except Japan and Singapore!  
3. Who has God brought into your experience that has been a good example of generous giving?  Will you follow this example?

(So far in verses 1-9 we’ve seen that we become rich by following the examples of those who are really rich—big hearted givers such as the Macedonians and Christ.  Beginning at verse 10 Paul addresses another way of becoming rich, turning his attention from examples to three principles on generous giving.  In verses 10-15 he says that…)

II.
Generosity replaces procrastination with proportional and purposeful giving (10-15).

[If you’re really generous then you’ll give now, proportional to your income, and purposely to those less fortunate.]

Let’s take a closer look at these three characteristics of generous giving:

A. Like the Corinthians we need follow-through—not procrastination!


[Generous giving is not an intention but an action!]

1. The church at Corinth had promised a gift a year earlier and needed to stop procrastinating on its promise  (10-11).

2. God holds us accountable for promises we’ve made too.

a) I remember in 1991 God was dealing with me regarding my own promises to give.  I sensed in August that God wanted me to give $400 to His work, but, thinking that this was a lot of money, I hesitated and didn’t give.  Shortly afterwards our 5 year old Kurt pulled our 2 year old Stephen onto his bedpost, putting a gash on Stephen’s forehead which needed three stitches.  Then a few days later Susan woke up so dizzy she couldn’t even walk!  Well, I had promised God $400.  Guess how much the medical bills added up to?  $399!  What I promised the Lord ended up going to the doctors!

b) Two months passed and I determined that I’d give the $400 the next month since no money was available.  One Saturday night I wrote all the checks and when I considered writing the check for God’s work said, “Oh, it’s so late.  I’ll just give the money next week.”  Yet in my heart I was struggling with whether I could trust God to help me make all the bills that month.  So I didn’t give that Sunday, which was November 3.

c) Two days later was Deepavali—November 5.  Our church had a picnic down at East Coast Park and since I was the “big, strong American” I was placed at the front of the tug-o-war team.  Well, we won the first match but the “big, strong American” came away from the semi-finals with a badly pulled back.  Trips to the chiropractor cost $376.50!  Once again, God took the money that was His.

d) By December I was very intent on giving the $400!  The first Sunday I wrote a check for $200 to our church and planned on writing $200 in other checks to other Christian organizations.  Amazingly, the same day we received two Christmas cards from two different sources and each had $200 in them—one a $200 check and the other in cash!  It was as if God said, “Now that you’re serious about this giving stuff I will show you that you can’t out-give Me!”  But I got distracted from this and didn’t get around to writing the other check for $200.  You see, I’m kinda slow…

e) Then when I remembered to give the remaining $200 I thought, “I really should deposit that remaining $200 Christmas card check to make sure I cover this gift check.”  So I looked around the house for it and I couldn’t find it!  I’d say that the dog ate it but we don’t have a dog!  To this day I don’t know what happened to it.  But we still had the other $200 in cash.  When I hesitated, that evening our older son Kurt, for some strange reason, just fell down flat on his face in our living room.  I ran over to him and lifted him up and saw a huge split in his lip.  The hospital bill for the four stitches amounted to almost $200!  The Lord giveth, the Lord taketh away what is His.

f) Then…(sigh)…then when we were nearly out of money and wondering how we could give the remaining $200 I called the bank to find out our balance.  I discovered that several hundred dollars had been deposited into our account as Christmas gifts from some churches in the USA!  We had plenty of money to write the $200 check!  I felt humiliated that God would be so gracious to such an erring child.  We did not deserve that in the least.  When I told Susan our balance she said, “You better go write those gift checks right now!”

g) The point isn’t that God’s some mean guy in the sky.  It’s the opposite—He showed His graciousness by giving us even more money than we had promised Him.  Actually, any ability we have to give is by His grace—a word which appears 5 times in these verses (vv. 1, 4 [NIV “privilege”], 6, 7, and 9).

3. Do you struggle with being a regualr giver to this church?  Would you like to be accountable for promises you’ve made too?

a) Your bank can help here.  Just give online in a monthly transfer!  We have put the details in the bulletin.

b) How many of you commit to pay off your credit card every month?  It’s a wise practice to make this an automatic deduction.  But are you more committed to paying off your credit card than you are to regularly giving the amount God has placed on your heart?
(Anyway, I call verses 10-11 the principle of procrastination in generous giving.  Like the Corinthians we need follow-through—not procrastination!  Now in the next verse we see a second principle about generous giving: the principle of proportion…)

B. Like the Corinthians, we need proportionally generous giving (12).

[God expects us to give in relation to what we’ve been given.]

1. You see, the issue is willingness to give, not amount.

a) Paul doesn’t mention a percentage nor a specific amount.

b) One scholar says in this regard, “God assesses the ‘value’ of a monetary gift not in terms of the actual amount given, but by comparing what is given with the total financial resources of the giver” (Harris, EBC, 10:369).

2. Sometimes I get asked questions about giving.

a) Some ask, “How much should I give?”  My answer? “That’s the wrong question!  The question shouldn’t be, ‘How much do I give to others?”  It  should be, ‘How much should I spend on myself?’”

b) Others have asked whether one should tithe, and if so, should this be on the gross before taxes or the net after taxes—or before CPF or after CPF.  My response is, “Do you want God to bless you based on the gross or the net?  He promises to bless us accordingly!”  (More on this issue of tithing the next time…)

3. How much of your income does God want you to spend on yourself?

(So Paul says that generous giving is not procrastinated but it is proportional.  Here’s the third and final “P” for you.  Generous giving is purposeful…)

C. Like the Corinthians we need to purposely invest in the less fortunate (13-15).

[Our purpose should be equality among believers.]

1. Did you catch what Paul’s aim was in this situation with poor saints in Jerusalem and rich saints in Corinth?  Equality!

a) Rich Christians are not called upon to give so much that the poor believers become rich and the rich become poor.  That would only prolong the inequality.

b) Rather, rich believers like most of us are required to bring up the standard of living of the poor who, through no fault of their own, are in want.  So CIC should give to our Pakistani brothers in their time of need to bring them back after the horrible flooding this past week (which we are doing now), and we also give to the Mongolian church so they can have equal resources to reach their people for Christ.  Of course, it doesn’t take as much money to minister there as it does here, but we give so that their needs are taken care of.
2. Once an American friend (Ben Cornelius) who recently moved to Singapore asked me, “I have been given a 13th month paycheck and now have over $10,000 in the bank—this is way too much money, and money that I don’t need.  And I don’t know of any Singaporean in need.  Do you need some or know someone who does?”  He was concerned about inequality.  So I told him about the sacrifices that some of our SBC students have made to come here for training and we made some arrangements.

3. The context here relates more to the entire church than to the individual, though.  I believe that God blesses those churches that are more concerned about poorer churches than they are about their own needs.

a) I have an experienced pastor friend (Larry Lucas).  When reflecting upon his last pastorate he told me, “If there’s one thing I would have done differently it would have been to get the church giving to missions sooner.  I told the church that once we got into our new building then we would give to missions, but this perspective killed the vision of the people.  By the time we built the place for worship the congregation had gotten used to token giving to missions.”

b) I made it a goal that if I ever planted a church, we’d be committed to missions from the start.  This is why we give 20% of offerings overseas.  The principle of purposedly investing in the poor is to help erase inequality!

Conclusion

1. I promised you earlier that I would answer how you can get rich.  Here’s the answer:

a) We become rich when we generously give our money away!  (M.I.)

b) When we follow the examples of those who give generously to needy believers then we are really rich people. 

c) Next Sunday I’ll address more on the benefits of giving, but I trust you’ve seen one benefit today: that generous giving leads to genuine wealth where our needs are taken care of.

2. But today we’ve seen…

a) Two examples of generous giving (Macedonians and Christ)

b) Three principles of generous giving (procrastination, proportion, purpose)

3. The man I mentioned earlier rummaged through his checks, reminding himself of the things that really count.

a) What would be revealed in your life if you were to review your checks?

b) Better still, if Jesus saw your checkbook would He be pleased at how much you spend on yourself in comparison to how much you give to Him?

4. Before we close in prayer, I believe asking ourselves some tough questions can reveal whether money rules us or whether we rule our money.

a) Have I really given myself to God?

b) If I knew the exact amount God wanted me to give, would I give it?  

(1) If you aren’t willing to give this amount then God probably won’t give you clear direction!

(2) George Mueller’s first principle for discovering the will of God was, “I get my heart into such a state that it has no will of its own.”  

(3) Can you say that in relation to your giving?  “Lord, I don’t want to give any specific amount except that amount You tell me to give.”

c) How much does God really want me to give? (a tithe?  more?)

d) To whom or to what organization should I give for more equality to be realized?

5. Prayer

Study Questions (Step 1)

Context:
What did the author record just prior to this passage?

Purpose:
Why is this passage in the Bible?

Background:
What historical context helps us understand this passage?

Questions

1
What was this grace?

1
Who are the Macedonians?

2
What were their trials?

2
To whom did they give?

3
Does own mean “own initiative” or that they were the only ones wo gave?

4
What is “this service to the saints”?

5
What did Paul expect?

6
Did Titus collect the gift?

Outlines (Steps 2-5)
How to Get Rich
2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Exegetical Outline (Steps 2-3)
Exegetical Idea (CPT): The manner in which generous giving is shown is by giving like the Macedonians did with the goal of equality.
I.
(1-7) The manner in which generous giving is shown is illustrated by the Macedonian churches and Christ Himself who both gave sacrificially despite their poverty.
A. (1-5) The poor and afflicted churches of Phillipi, Thessalonica, and Berea voluntarily and sacrificially gave to the poor Jerusalem believers.

B. (6-8) The Corinthians should give money generously just as they had fully given themselves in other areas.

C. (9) Christ also provided and example of sacrificial giving by laying aside His rights as God to become human.

II.
(10-15) The purpose for giving is so that all Christian churches will assist one another in times of need so that all are equally enabled to carry on the work of ministry.

A. (10-11) The believers should stop procrastinating on fulfilling their pledge begun so eagerly.

B. (12) God measures our giving not by amount given but by the amount given in comparison to our resources.

C. (13-15) Believers should assist one another in times of need so that all are equally enabled to carry on the work of ministry.

Homiletical Exposition  (cyclical inductive form)

Purpose or Desired Listener Response (Step 4)

The listeners will

Sermon Outline (Cyclical inductive form)—Steps 5-6

Subject: How can we really be rich?
Introduction

1. Interest: 

2. Need: 

3. Subject: How can we really be rich?
4. Background: 

5. Text: 

6. Preview: 

7. Transition: 
I.
We become rich by following the examples of those who are really rich.
A. Scripture gives examples of people who became rich through generous giving (1-9).

B. Modern-day examples of generosity should spur us on to gracious giving.

II.
Generosity replaces procrastination with proportional and purposeful giving.
A. Like the Corinthians we need follow-through (10-11).

B. Like the Corinthians we need proportionally generous giving (12).

C. Like the Corinthians we need to invest in the less fortunate (13-15).

Conclusion

1. We become rich as we generously give our money away! (MI/CPS).
2. Restatement: We can really be rich by following the examples of those who gave generously to needy believers.
3. Main Points

4. Exhortation/Application

Discussion Questions:

Tentative Theme/Thrust Statements (Step 5)

Text

Possible Illustrations (Step 6)

1. Text

Possible Applications (Step 6)

1. Text

For Worship Planning:

Introduction

1.
Most people want to become rich.

2.
How can we really be rich?
I.
We become rich by following the examples of those who are really rich.

A.
Scripture gives examples of people who became rich through generous giving (1-9).

B.
Modern-day examples of generosity should spur us on to gracious giving.

II.
Generosity replaces procrastination with proportional and purposeful giving (10-15).

A.
Like the Corinthians we need follow-through (10-11).
B.
Like the Corinthians we need proportionally generous giving (12).
C.
Like the Corinthians we need to purposely invest in the less fortunate (13-15).
Conclusion

1.
Main Idea: We become rich as we generously give our money away!
2.
Ask, “If I knew the exact amount God wanted me to give, would I give it?”

For Bulletin Outline:

Introduction

1.
Most people want to become rich.

2.
How can we really be rich?
I.
We become rich by following the examples of those who are __________  __________.

A.
Scripture gives examples of people who became rich through generous giving (1-9).

B.
Modern-day examples of generosity should spur us on to gracious giving.

II.
Generosity replaces procrastination with __________  and __________  giving (10-15).

A.
Like the Corinthians, we need follow-through (10-11).
B.
Like the Corinthians, we need proportionally generous giving (12).
C.
Like the Corinthians, we need to purposely invest in the less fortunate (13-15).
Conclusion

1.
Main Idea: We become rich as we __________________________________ !
2.
Ask, “If I knew the exact amount God wanted me to give, would I give it?”
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