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Syllabus TC  "Syllabus" \l 2 
I.
Catalogue Course Description

A survey of biblical geography and political, socio-economic, religious, and literary developments of the intertestamental period that prepared for Christ’s coming as well as factors in the first century that influenced the early church and affect us in our world mission today.

II. Course Objectives

By the end of the course the student should be able to…

A.
Show how the geography of Israel and the Roman world enables a better comprehension of the NT and the modern church’s world mission.

B.
Place the NT writings in their historical mould, which includes political, sociological (esp. economic), religious, and linguistic backgrounds for interpreting the NT and present society.

C.
Show how cultural values and practices in Roman, Hellenistic, and Jewish societies aid understanding of the NT and find parallels in the church and society today.

III. Course Requirements

A.
Project (30%) requirements allow you to choose one of these options:

1. Translate NTB PPT for 1 (BCM) or 2 (MP, MAC, MCM) presentations of the course teaching into your native tongue (allowed for OT too). Download your English files at http://biblestudydownloads.com/NT_Backgrounds/NT_Backgrounds.html (50-70 slides for BCM or 70-100 slides for grad students).  After the course I will upload the newly translated presentations for all to use.  Your grade sheet is on page xvi.
2. Translate TBB for 1 (BCM) or 2 (MP, MAC, MCM) “The Bible…Basically” PPT presentations or Word scripts. We especially need help in Burmese, Dutch, French, German, Hindi, Japanese, Khmer, Kiswahili, Lotha, Malayalam, Mao, Mizo, Nepalese, Sinhala, Tagalog, Tamil, Tangkhul, Tenyidie, Thai, and Vietnamese. These should total 50-70 slides (BCM) or 70-100 slides for graduate students. The English TBB and scripts are at http://biblestudydownloads.com/The_Bible...Basically/The_Bible...Basically.html.  Other languages can be downloaded at this site too. As in the project above, I will grade you based on page 9a and then upload the newly translated presentations for all to use.  Your PPT grade sheet is on page xvi and the TBB script grade sheet is on page xvii.
3. Teach at least 4 NTB presentations in at least 4 sessions (BCM) or at least 6 of them in at least 6 sessions (MDiv/MABS/MACE/GDCS) to a group of 5+ people. This can be done via the pulpit, home Bible study, cell group, Sunday school class, etc.  Alternatively, grad students may teach sessions 1 (Overview), 2 (Map), 3E (Silence), 3F (Jesus), 6 (Open Bible), and 8 (NT) in “The Bible…Basically” seminar (see #2 above).  BCM students may omit sessions 2 (Map) and 3E (Silence). Your students will fill in the page xviii evaluation, but you should add a 1-2 page report that explains what you did, what you learned, who you taught, etc.  
4. A Research Paper (30%) on literature (MP, MAC, MCM) or marriage (CCM, BCM)
a.
Literature Paper: Explain in one or two paragraphs each how passage below helps interpret the NT.  Don’t simply list which NT texts relate to each extra-biblical text, but show how the passages below aid the hermeneutical process.  Include the specific NT passages addressed with their Scripture references.  Consult Craig Evan’s work.

	
	Books on Reserve*
	SBC Library Call #
	Notes

	1)  Josephus
	Wars of the Jews  2.8.1-14
	933 JOS 
	171

	2)  Josephus
	Jewish Antiquities 18.1.1-6
	933 JOS
	171

	3)  Philo
	Allegorical Interpretation 3.79-82
	880.1 PHI I (pp. 352-55)
	168

	4)  Philo
	De Vita Mos. 2.134
	880.1 PHI VI (p. 515)
	168

	5) Mishna
	Order Moed, Tractate Sabbath
	Danby, 100-121
	168-70

	6) Mishna
	Order Nashim, Tract. Nedarim 1.3; 8.7; 9.1, 4-6
	Danby, 264-80
	168-70

	7) Select Papyri
	88, 89, 91, 97
	880 HUN I (pp. 268-75, 282-85)
	185

	8) Select Papyri
	172-176
	880 HUN I (pp. 400-403)
	185

	9) Nag Hammadi
	Treatise on Resurrection (1.4)
	299.932 (R) ROB (pp. 52-57)
	185

	10) Nag Hammadi
	Gospel of Thomas (2.2)
	299.932 (R) ROB (pp. 124-38)
	185


b.
Marriage Paper: Show how the order of first century marriage customs paralleled the sequence of these texts about Christ and the Church: 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 11:2; John 14:1-3; 1 Thess. 4:14-18; Eph. 5:26-27; Rev. 19:7-9.  Don’t give a biblical view of marriage; show how intertestamental literature (not OT backgrounds!) helps us understand the NT theology here (esp. eschatology).  Some of these texts may not seem to relate to marriage at first, but further study will show they do.  Consult Craig Evan’s work.  No papers without interaction with intertestament sources will receive an “A.”


Make either paper 6-8 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, and written in Turabian style.  See the SBC School of Theology (English) Required Format for Writing Papers.  See also my grade sheets and checklist at the end of this syllabus.  Include a title page, table of contents, bottom page footnoting, and bibliography of 6-8 sources (none of these included in page count).  You may do both papers for a possible 5 extra points to the final semester grade.  The paper has a 3% grade penalty per class day late.  Points may be lost for not meeting or exceeding the page limit (no 9 page papers will be an “A”), misspelling my name (!), omitting your box #, and bad grammar or spelling.  The grade sheet I will use is on page xii.
Matt. 25:1-13; Luke 14:7-11; 15:8-10; John 3:29b; 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 7:1; Eph. 5:27-32; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:2
B.
Readings (20%) since the previous quiz will be reported on each quiz.  Students will be asked on Quiz 1 if they have purchased Barry Beitzel’s The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands (2nd ed.) and Elwell and Yarbrough’s Readings from the First-Century World.

C.
Quizzes (20%) over readings since the last quiz must be taken online by midnight before class about every two weeks before the class period for which they are assigned.  Half of the grade will report on the readings since the last quiz (50 points per quiz and 20% of the semester grade) and half will generally comprise five questions (10 points each or 50 points total; also 20% of the semester grade). The first two quizzes depart from this norm as they cover the Israel map (p. 2) and the Roman Empire map (p. 5).  There are no makeup quizzes.  

Online quizzes and the final exam are at https://www.sbc.edu.sg/moodle/login/index.php.  If this SBC moodle site says cookies are not enabled, then enable your cookies under “Options.”  If it still does not work, try https://www.sbc.edu.sg/moodle.  
I will put the quizzes on the Moodle site one week before they are due.  No quiz will be allowed after the respective class period begins as the website will lock out further access to this quiz.  You should take this quiz by yourself (closed book, closed Bible, closed notes, opened mind).  Also, do not wait until just before the quiz closes, as the server cannot handle everyone taking it at the same time.  Further, when taking the quizzes or the final exam, do not let the timer go all the way down to zero.  This will delete all of your answers!  Instead, click the “submit my answers” button before the time limit so that your answers will be recorded on the database.  Finally, do not discuss quizzes with other students as they may not have taken them yet.  
To get onto the SBC website, log on with your normal SBC username and password (or the password sent to you by SBC IT), and then click on the World of the NT course.  Read any announcements that I have posted, and then take your quiz for that week.  If you have tech issues (e.g., getting online), contact Joshua Tew in the IT department at joshua@sbc.edu.sg.  Our tech department notes, “Based on recent experience, turning off Norton anti-virus is not effective. Somehow Norton still has some residual effect after it has been turned off.  You will need to turn off ‘automatic start up of Norton Antivirus during System Startup’ through the Norton Antivirus Options window.  After doing that, restart your computer and you should be able to access the Quiz after that.  You may want to consider Avast antivirus which is free for home use and we have had much better experience with it than Norton.”  
D.
The Final Exam (30%) will also be online and will cover only the course notes and class-time emphases.  It will have multiple choice and matching questions only from the course notes.  The class readings (Beitzel, Readings, Coleman) and maps will not be included as students will have already been tested on these in the quizzes.  See the study sheet on page 266.

IV. Course Bibliography

* An asterisk indicates books on reserve in the library (this includes those books needed for the literature paper on the previous page)

† The cross designates helpful books for this course in the reference section of the library 

A.
Recommended Reading

†Aharoni, Yohanan, and Avi-Yonah, Michael.  The Macmillan Bible Atlas.  3d. ed.  New York: Macmillan, 1968, 1977, 1993.  

The authors are professors of archaeology at Tel Aviv University and Hebrew University of Jerusalem, respectively.  As such they provide a Jewish perspective on geography and Israel’s history.  This used to be the best non-evangelical Bible atlas until James Pritchard wrote The Harper Atlas of the Bible in 1987.

*Backhouse, Robert.  The Student Guide to the Temple.  Tim Dowley, ed.  Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1996.  32 pp.  Formerly The Kregel Pictorial Guide to the Temple.
Stunning, full-colour. close-up pictures of Herod’s temple from a beautiful model built by Alec Garrard of England.  Research is based on the Bible, Talmud, Mishnah and latest archaeological discoveries.  Includes many photos and helpful drawings too.

*Barrett, C. K.  The New Testament Background: Selected Documents.  New York: Harper Collins, 1989.  361 pp.

Actual sources selected by a noteworthy scholar to aid understanding of the NT.

BADG: Bauer, Walter. Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature.  5th ed., 1957.  Trans. by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich.  Rev. F. Wilbur Gingrich and Frederick W. Danker, 2d ed.  Chicago: Univ. of Chicago, 1979.  

The standard Greek lexicon, also known as “BAG” or “BDAG”; includes the most up-to-date archaeological findings in determining the meanings of Greek words.

* Benware, Paul N.  Survey of the New Testament.  2nd ed.  Everyman’s Bible Commentary.  Chicago: Moody, 2001.  352 pp.  

A popular, concise, clear, conservative work by a professor of Bible and theology at Moody Bible Institute; helpful historical and religious background to the NT (23 pp.) and brief presentations of NT books around the New Covenant theme.   Contains many helpful charts and maps.

* Gospel Light Pub.  Reproducible Maps, Charts, Timelines & Illustrations.  Originally The Bible Visual Resource Book: For Do-It-Yourself Scholars.  Ventura, CA: Gospel Light, 1989.  287 pp. pb.

This contains copyright-free reproducible maps, charts, time lines and graphics for group or individual study.  An excellent resource for teaching!

*Bruce, F. F.  New Testament History.  England: Nelson, 1969; reprint, Garden City, NY: Anchor Books (Doubleday), 1971.  462 pp.

The best evangelical book on NT backgrounds, insightful, but sometimes difficult for those new to the subject and poorly outlined and illustrated.

*Charlesworth, James H.  Jesus Within Judaism: New Light from Exciting Archaeological Discoveries.  New York, NY: Doubleday, 1988.  xvi+265.

Charlesworth teaches NT at Princeton and is an expert on extra-biblical writings. This volume revises his 1985 Gunning (Victoria Jubilee) lectures delivered at New College, the Univ. of Edinburgh, Scotland.  It shows the Jewish roots of many of Christ’s sayings and practices recently discovered in archaeological finds.

†–––––., ed.  The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha.  2 vols.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday, 1983, 1985.  li+995 pp.  l+1006 pp.

The standard, annotated work on these extra-biblical writings written from 200 BC to AD 200.  These were not included in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the OT ca. 250 BC) or Roman Catholic Bibles (which do include the Apocrypha).

*Coleman, William L.  Today’s Handbook of Bible Times and Customs.  Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 1984.  303 pp.

Many cultural insights on both OT and NT.  Content is similar to Wight’s book.  Many photographs but no drawings.  Three of his chapters are in these notes.

*Connolly, Peter.  The Jews in the Time of Jesus: A History.  Previously published under the title Living in the Time of Jesus of Nazareth.  Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1983, 1994; Bnei Brak, Israel: Steimatsky, 1993.  96 pp.  $15.00 hb.  Avail. from Blackwell Pub.

Historical summary of Herod the Great, Pontius Pilate, and the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70.  Stunning colour drawings of maps, key events and cultural customs.

Cornell, Tim, and Matthews, John.  Atlas of the Roman World.  New York & Oxford: Facts on File, 1982.  240 pp.

A beautifully done atlas of 80,000 words in text and 30,000 in captions to over 500 maps and illustrations (257 in colour!) by experts on the Roman world at Christ’s College, Cambridge and Queen’s College, Oxford (respectively).

*Danby, Herbert, trans.  The Mishna: Translations from the Hebrew with Introductory and Explanatory Notes.  Oxford, 1933.  876 pp.

The standard translation of this authoritative collection of rabbinic writings in the first three centuries AD with the legal and procedural practices of the intertestamental and first century oral tradition followed by the Pharisees (cf. contents on p. 170).

Deary, Terry.  The Groovy Greeks. Horrible Histories.  New York: Scholastic, 1996.  128 pp.

Humorous cartoons and interesting stories on Greek culture and history.

–––––.  The Rotten Romans.  Horrible Histories.  New York: Scholastic, 1996.  128 pp.

Humorous cartoons and interesting stories on Roman culture and history.  Advocates a 4.5 year ministry for Christ and six denials for Peter.

*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W.  Encountering the New Testament: A Historical and Theological Survey.  3d ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998, 2005, 2013.  430 pp.  S$50.30 hb. with CD at the SBC Book Centre (includes student discount).
The nicest layout of NT surveys in its color and CD with more pictures, quizzes, etc.  However, it tries to do too much by covering background and survey in a single volume with neither treated in enough detail, though it is good at a popular level.  However, one can still use the companion volume, Readings from the First-Century World (see below).  The second edition adds more footnotes and a subject index but is mostly the same, and the third edition eliminates 16 pages though it chops half of chapter 1, expands other sections, and deletes still others.  The goal is to be broadly evangelical.  This book is also translated into Chinese, Spanish, Dutch and German.

*Evans, Craig A.  Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation.  Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1992.  281 pp.

The only one-volume (concise) work on the Dead Sea Scrolls, OT and NT Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, OT Versions, Philo, Josephus, Targums, and rabinnic writings, early church fathers, Gnostics, etc.  Good bibliographies and indexes of NT parallels.  Evans teaches Bible at Trinity Western University in Vancouver, BC.
*Ferguson, Everett.  Backgrounds of Early Christianity.  2d ed.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987; 2d ed. 1993.  612 pp.

A standard text analyzing Greek, Roman, and Jewish political, social, literary, and religious backgrounds to the NT.  Detailed treatment of Roman-Hellenistic religions and philosophies (236 pp.) and well documented (bibliographies, footnotes, pictures).  

Fleming, Jim.  The World of the Bible Gardens, Ein Karem, Jerusalem: A Journey Trough Full-Scale Replicas Which Help Interpret the Scriptures.  Israel & USA: Biblical Resources, 1999.  56 pp.

This extensive brochure of the Archaeological Garden & Biblical Resources site adjacent to Jerusalem has 175 photos and 80 diagrams of the lives of shepherds, farmers, and village people in biblical times.  Christ’s era is portrayed in seating for the Last Supper, types of actual crosses used in the Roman era, tombs, etc.

Garrard, Alec.  The Splendour of the Temple: A Pictoral Guide to Herod’s Temple and Its Ceremonies.  Carlisle, England: Candle, 2000.  96 pp.  S$21.50 Life Bookstore.

Stunning, colour. close-up pictures of Herod’s temple from Garrard’s beautiful model (expanded from Backhouse’s book).  He is a farmer, former builder and lay preacher in Norfolk, England who took 18 years building this model based on the Bible, Talmud, Mishnah and archaeology.  Includes both photos and helpful drawings.

*Gower, Ralph.  The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times.  Chicago: Moody, 1987.

Updates and expands (408 pp.) upon Fred Wight’s similar book published in 1953 (see entry below).  Part 1 addresses “The Individual in Family Life” (e.g., family, education, work) and Part 2 concerns “National Institutions and Customs” (e.g., hospitality, travel, leisure, social/political groupings).  Excellent colour photographs.

Grassmick, John D.  “New Testament Introduction.”  Unpublished class notes for the course NT 207: New Testament Introduction, Dallas Theological Seminary, Fall, 1985.

My indebtedness to Prof. Grassmick cannot be overstated.  These notes originally expanded upon and summarized his notes, though he is not cited within the notes as quotations would be too extensive.

Hengel, Martin.  Judaism and Hellenism: Studies in their Encounter in Palestine during the Early Hellenistic Period.  2 vols. in 1.  2d ed.  Trans. John Bowden.  Tübingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1973; English ed., Philadelphia: Fortress, 1981.

A scholarly treatment of how the Greek way of life affected the Jews politically, economically, culturally, and hermeneutically, including the clashes between them.

–––––.  The Zealots.  Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1989.  487 pp. 296.8 HEN
Here’s the best work on this sect of Jewish revolutionaries.

Hoehner, Harold W. "A Chronological Table of the Apostolic Age." ThD Dissertation, Dallas Theological Seminary, 1964, rev. 1972.

Provides very exact dates for NT events backed by scholarly research.  This course follows his chronology with minor variations (summarized on pages 42-43). 

–––––.  Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977.

Shows dates for Christ’s birth, ministry, and crucifixion, plus Daniel 9.  His conclusions are summarized on the page “Chronology of the Life of Christ” (p. 40).

Horsley, Richard A., and Hanson, John S.  Bandits, Prophets, and Messiahs: Popular Movements at the Time of Jesus.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1985.  271 pp.  

A brilliant portrayal of the complex Jewish social culture during Christ’s day.  Emphasizes historical background and how bandit forces (incl. Zealots, sicarii), apocalyptic prophets, and false messiahs affected the masses.

*House, H. Wayne.  Chronological and Background Charts of the New Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981.

Very helpful overhead transparencies used in this course.

Jagersma, H.  A History of Israel from Alexander the Great to Bar Kochba.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986.  xiv+224 pp.  Paper, US$13.95.

Here’s one of the few up-to-date books on the intertestamental period, covering 334 BC—AD135.  The text is but 161 pages for a 475 year period (rather skimpy), but good for a basic grasp (though Christ and the early church take up only 7 pages).  The translation from the Dutch is also brief, choppy, and repetitive.

*The Works of Josephus.  2d ed.  Trans. William Whiston.  N.p., 1737; reprint, Lynn, MA: Hendrickson, 1980, 1987.  930 pp.

The traditional, classical, unabridged translation of this 1st century Jewish historian who wrote for the Romans on Jewish history from creation to the their revolt (AD 66-70).  This edition translates and updates the text type of Josephus’ six works in contrast to Maier’s abridgement of only his two most popular works (see below).  The English is old but E. J. Brill has commissioned Steve Mason of York Univ. (Ontario) to update it and add a commentary on Josephus (see BAR, [Sept./Oct 1997], 71; cf. pp. 58-68).

de Lange, Nicholas.  Atlas of the Jewish World.  New York & Oxford: Fact on File [distributed by Thomas Nelson], 1984.  240 pp.  

Impressive maps, texts, drawings, and photographs of worldwide Jewish migration in history.  Includes historical and cultural background and the Jewish world today.

Langley, Andrew.  The Roman News.  Consultant: Philip de Souza. Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press, 1997.  32 pp. Published and distributed by Scholastic, Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

Roman history and culture in a newspaper format with many colour drawings.

†Lightfoot, J. B., trans.  The Apostolic Fathers.  2d ed.  Ed. Michael W. Holmes.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989.  347 pp.

The standard, annotated translation of these thirteen letters of the late first and early second century AD  While these writings appear after the time of the NT, they nonetheless help us understand the practices of the early church.

†NBD: Marshall, I. Howard; Millard, A. R.; Packer, J. I.; and Wiseman, D. J., eds.  New Bible Dictionary.  3d ed.  Leicester, England: InterVarsity and Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1962, 1982; Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1996.  1326 pp.  US$40 hb.

Many helpful articles for NT backgrounds.  A highly acclaimed Bible dictionary originally edited by one of SBC’s former late lecturers, Dr. J. D. Douglas.

McCarter, P. Kyle, Jr.   Ancient Inscriptions: Voices from the Biblical World.  Washington, DC: Biblical Archaeology Society, 1996.  180 pp.  US$30 for book alone and US$140 for book and slides.  SBC Library 411 (R) McC.

Contains the story of how writing came into being, starting from Mesopotamian cuneiform and ending in the Roman period at the time of Christ by tracing the evolution of the alphabet from pictographs to symbols which each represent a single sound.  Includes 97 drawings cross-referenced to 140 separately available slides. McCarter teaches at John Hopkins Univ.

*Metzger, Bruce M., ed.  A Concordance to the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical Books of the Revised Standard Version.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans & London: Collins Liturgical, 1983.  479 pp.  

Very helpful for looking up verses in the Apocrypha (see entry under required reading) given that most Bible students are unfamiliar with these books. 

*Niswonger, Richard L.  New Testament History.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988.  332 pp.

A sequential history of The land of Israel from the Greek era (332 BC) to the end of the first century.  Chronologically addresses Roman, Jewish, and pagan issues and their influence upon Jesus and the early church.

Packer, James I.; Tenney, Merrill C.; and White, William, eds.  The Land of the Bible.  Nashville: Nelson, 1980, 1985.  170 pp.

A small, handy resource for Palestinian geography, minerals and gems, animals and insects, plants and herbs, and agriculture.

Powell, Anton, and Steele, Philip.  The Greek News.  Cambridge, MA: Candlewick, 1997.  32 pp.  Pub. and distributed by Scholastic, 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

Greek history and culture in a newspaper format with many colour drawings.

†Pritchard, James B., ed.  The Harper Atlas of the Bible.  New York: Harper & Row, 1987.  254 pp.  CBD for $34.95.  

Most of the 134 maps are two pages and supplemented by smaller maps, charts, diagrams, photographs, drawings and text; comprehensive (10,000 BC to AD 600, though only one map addresses Genesis 1—11); maps and detailed full-colour paintings of terrain have a three dimensional look, appearing as if viewed from the ground or on larger maps taking into account the curvature of the earth’s surface; probably the best atlas for backgrounds (other ancient peoples, pagan temples, writing, commerce, archaeology, practices of everyday life, etc.); indexes have summaries of events in the lives of significant biblical characters and a map index with variant, Arabic, Palestinian Grid Reference numbers, and Modern Hebrew names for cities.  However, some maps are difficult to read due to lack of compass directions and excess material; mostly conservative, but the 50 contributors from varied perspectives (Christian, Jewish, liberal, etc.) tend to be moderately critical in the narrative and hold to late date for the Exodus.  The book is also difficult to fit upright on most bookshelves due to its enormous size (nearly 11” x 14 1/2” or 27.5 cm. x 37 cm.). Lindsey BS 146 (July-Sept. 1989): 344-45.
†Rasmussen, Carl G.  The Zondervan NIV Atlas of the Bible.  Regency Reference Library.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1989 and Jerusalem: Carta, 1989.  256 pp. 

Similar in features to Beitzel with a comprehensive geographical section (57 pp.) and historical section (131 pp.), so purchasing both Beitzel and Rasmussen will have much overlapping.  However, they are not the same.  This is better than Beitzel in its topological overview of The land of Israel, extra graphs and diagrams, and its inclusion of excellent regional maps but worse in that the maps throughout are poorly colored and not tied into the text with coordinates as is true of Beitzel; too few color photographs (Beitzel’s weakness too but strengths in Rogerson and Pritchard).

*Rengstorf, K. H., ed. A Complete Concordance to Flavius Josephus.  4 vols.  Leiden: Brill, 1973-83.

Extensive treatment of all four books of Josephus by the words he used.

*Rogers, Jr., Cleon L.  The Topical Josephus.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.  238 pp.

A brief summary of historical events told by Josephus (fall of Galilee, Jerusalem, and Masada), important people (Herod the Great, Archelaus, John, Jesus, etc.), and institutions (Jewish sects, Roman army).  Helpful insights into the NT and a Scripture index.  Rogers is an evangelical missionary teacher in Germany (ThD, Dallas).

†Rogerson, John.  Atlas of the Bible.  New York: Facts on File [distributed by Thomas Nelson], 1986.  237 pp.  CBD for US$32.50.  

Visually stunning, includes regional maps and many full color photographs (Beitzel’s weaknesses), but weak in physical geography and too-brief summaries of biblical events (Beitzel’s strengths).  

†Schürer, Emil.  The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus Christ (175 BC-AD 135).  4 vols. (incl. index)  Rev. ed. Geza Vermes, Fergus Millar, and Martin Goodman.  Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1886-90; rev. 1973-87, reprint of 1st ed., Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1995(?).  2144 pp.  $239.80 ($155.95 CBD).  Orig. ed. $199.95 hb. ($49.95 CBD).  SBC call # 933 (R) SCH

The standard and exhaustive work on NT backgrounds, covering history, Jewish sects, messianic movements, and pertinent Greek and Jewish literature.  Unfortunately, the revised edition does not have an index yet.  Too expensive for most students, but CBD has a bargain in the original edition with an extra index but is more difficult to read and without modern updates in archaeology, language (e.g., Ugaritic) and history.

Walton, John H.  Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984.

Very helpful overhead transparencies used in this course.

*Wight, Fred H.  Manners and Customs of Bible Lands.  Chicago: Moody, 1953.  336 pp.

Older than Coleman’s but readable and interesting with short chapters on marriage customs, dress, education, music, etc.  Helpful line drawings but no photographs.

Wilkinson, Bruce.  Walk Thru the New Testament Bible Survey Seminar Notebook.  Atlanta, GA: Walk Thru The Bible Ministries, 1979.

Very helpful charts and maps.  May say “do not reproduce,” but copying approval has been granted as they are not for profit and noted to be by Walk Thru.

Walker, P. W. L.  Jerusalem: Past and Present in the Purposes of God.  See end of file.
Wise, Michael; Abegg, Martin, Jr.; and Cook, Edward.  The Dead Sea Scrolls: A New Translation.  New York, NY: HarperCollins (HarperSanFrancisco), 1996.  513 pp.  US$20 pb.

All but the most minute of the previously unknown nonbiblical DSS texts.  Its 300 texts are 200 more than the previous standard by Geza Vermes. CT Dec 9, 96, p. 78This volume from a new generation of evangelical Dead Sea Scroll scholars is the most comprehensive yet—and at an affordable price.  It contains never-before-seen stories about Abraham, Jacob, and Enoch—including one showing why God demanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.  Also included are twelve texts not included in the Bible that claim Moses as their author and new data on biblical history and the roots of Christianity.

Woodrow, Ralph.  Babylon Mystery Religion: Ancient and Modern.  2d ed.  Riverside, CA 92502: Ralph Woodrow, P.O. Box 124), 1966, 1981. 177 pp.

Traces false religion from Babylon into NT times—especially into Catholicism.

†The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.  5 vols.  Ed. Merrill C. Tenney.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975, 1976.  Abbreviated ZPEB.  

Perhaps the best evangelical Bible encyclopedia.  Clear, comprehensive articles.

B.
Required Reading

*†Beitzel, Barry J.  The New Moody Atlas of the Bible.  2d ed.  Chicago: Moody, 2009.  xii+304 pp. SBC Book Centre for S$71.65 (with student discount).
This major revision of The Moody Atlas of Bible Lands (1986) retains the strengths of being evangelical, excellent in both physical geography and historical geography with maps superior to The NIV Atlas, and maps nicely tied in with the text.  The revised edition still retains two weaknesses of the first edition: it lacks regional maps and often lacks Scripture references on the maps (though cited in supporting material).  However, it improves on it with many color photographs, 23 new maps, 48 pages of added commentary, plus Scripture and General Indexes.  These maps appear in the NLT, ESV, and NIV Study Bibles.  Beitzel teaches OT at Trinity International Univ. (TEDS) in Deerfield, IL.  
*Elwell, Walter A., and Yarbrough, Robert W.  Readings from the First-Century World: Primary Sources for New Testament Study.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.  223 pp.  US$20.00 pb.

The companion volume to their Encountering the New Testament.  Ancient writings from AD 30-600 illuminate the NT and are arranged parallel to the NT canonical order.  Includes Scripture, subject, and readings indices.

*Josephus: The Essential Writings.  Trans. Paul Maier.  Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1988.  413 pp.

A new, condensed version of Josephus’ Jewish Antiquities and The Jewish War.  Much more readable than Whiston’s translation.  Many maps, charts, and drawings.

*May, Herbert G., and Metzger, Bruce M., eds.  The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha: New Revised Standard Version.  Expanded ed. with 3-4 Maccabees and Psalm 151.  Revised edition of New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 1977; also Baker, 1998.  340 pp. + xxii.  

An easy-to-read revision of the 1977 RSV translation of the 18 uninspired books (but very helpful for background information) written between 250 BC and AD 100.  Includes an excellent but brief (11 page) introduction to the Apocrypha, numerous annotations, and an index to the annotations.  This edition may be more easily obtained with the RSV Bible in the RSV New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha (Oxford, 1977) or the more recent NRSV New Oxford Annotated Bible with Apocrypha. The NRSV is also distributed by Baker as the Cambridge Annotated Study Bible and Study Apocrypha (US$40) or one without annotation used in this course called The Apocrypha: NRSV (Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992), also available from Baker (247 pp. for US$13).  The readings are in these notes on pages 188-98.

*Vermes, Geza.  The Dead Sea Scrolls in English.  4th ed.  Baltimore: Penguine Books, 1962, 1975, 1987, 1995.  320+ pp.

The standard translation of 42 non-biblical Qumran scrolls with introductions and the significance of this massive literary discovery that has aided biblical studies; very readable.  SBC call #220.93 VER. The readings are in these notes on pages 252-65.

V. Course Schedule (2015) Readings (80) + Beitzel (81) + Coleman (29) + Maier (57)+ Vermes (30) = 277
The above totals 277 pp ÷ 41 sessions. = 6.7 pp./session for a 3-hour course 
Note: Quizzes are based on the maps (quizzes 1-2 on pp. 2 and 5, respectively), Coleman’s articles in the notes (quizzes 3-4), and the Apocrypha with class readings since quiz 4 (quiz 5).  You will not be quizzed on Beitzel.  

Deleted as covered already in WOT 2013: Archaeology; DSS, Feasts (2); added NT Chronology; lost 7 holidays + 3 Study Week
	Session
	  Date
	  Subject
	  Assignment

	1
	14 Jan (T)
	Syllabus
	

	2
	16 Jan (F1)
	NT Chronology
	

	3
	16 Jan (F2)
	Geography Part 1 (Israel) 2-4,10-12,34-35
	Beitzel, 220-231 Jerusalem Thru Ages

	4
	21 Jan (T)
	Quiz 1

Geography Part 2 (Jerusalem) 36

	Readings, 17-23 Israel 

Take Quiz 1 by midnight before class

Buy all texts by today (on quiz!)

	5
	23 Jan (F1)
	Political Context: Part 1A Int. 48-65

/Persia
	Beitzel, 203-211 Persia & Greece 

	6
	23 Jan (F2)
	Political Context: Part 1B Int. 48-65

 Greece-skip Daniel
	Readings, 25-30 175-63 BC 

	7
	28 Jan (T)
	Quiz 2

Political Context: Part 2A Has/Rom Rule: 166-4 BC (66-72)
	Beitzel, 214-19 Hasm., 232-37 Herod

Take Quiz 2 by midnight before class

	8
	30 Jan (F1)
	Political Context: Part 2B Has/Rom Rule: 166-4 BC (66-72)
	Readings, 30-42 63-4 BC/

	9
	30 Jan (F2)
	Political Context: Part 3ARoman IV: 4 BC-A.D 135 (79-95)
	Readings, 42-55 Procurators

	
	4 Feb (T)
	Andrew Spurgeon Conference
	No class or assignments

	10
	6 Feb (F1)
	Political Context: Part 3B Roman IV: 4 BC-A.D 135 (79-95)
	

	11
	6 Feb (F2)
	Political Context: Part 3C Roman IV: 4 BC-A.D 135 (79-95)
	Beitzel, 268-70 First Jewish Revolt

	12
	11 Feb (T)
	Political Context: Part 4A 

Quiz 3
	Coleman, 181-91 (notes, 73-78) for Quiz 3 by midnight before class

	13
	13 Feb (F1)
	Political Context: Part 4B
	

	14
	13 Feb (F2)
	Socio-Economic Context: Part 1A  I-IV.C (pp. 97-100) 
	Josephus, 329-56 (notes, 280-94)

	15
	18 Feb (T)
	Socio-Economic Context: Part 1B  I-IV.C (p. 105) Jer wall picture
	Josephus, 357-85 (notes, 294-308) War

	
	20 Feb (F)
	Chinese New Year
	No classes or assignments

	16
	25 Feb (T)
	Socio-Economic Context: Part 1C  I-IV.C (pp. 97-100, 105) Jer wall picture
	

	17
	27 Feb (F1)
	Socio-Economic Context: Part 2A  IV.D & Onesimus (106-9)
	Readings, 65-75 Peoples

	18
	27 Feb (F2)
	Socio-Economic Context: Part 2B  IV.D & Onesimus (106-9)
	Coleman, 248-55 (notes, 101-104) Social conflicts

	19
	4 Mar (T)
	Socio-Economic Context: Part 2C  IV.D & Onesimus (106-9)
	

	20
	6 Mar (F1)
	Religious Context: Part 1A Sm. grps on sects, sabbath (124-26)
	Coleman, 202-11 (notes, 116-20) Religious & Political Groups

	21
	6 Mar (F2)
	Quiz 4

Religious Context: Part 1B Sm. grps on sects, sabbath (124-26)
	Readings, 57-65 Sects 

Take Quiz 4 by midnight before class

	22
	11 Mar (T)
	Religious Context: Part 1C
	Video explanations (notes, 137a-b)

	
	13 Mar (F)
	PCG Retreat
	No classes or assignments

	
	18 & 20 Mar
	Mid-Semester Break
	No classes or assignments

	23
	25 Mar (T)
	Religious Context: Part 2 Sabbath/Syn synagogue (136-49)
	Readings, 77-87 Judaism rel.

	24
	27 Mar (F1)
	Religious Context: Part 4A Baptism 
	

	25
	27 Mar (F2)
	Religious Context: Part 4B Baptism
	Coleman, 212-29 (notes, 127-35) Feasts, Festivals, & Synagogue

	26
	1 Apr (T)
	Religious Context: Part 5A Passover
	

	
	3 Apr (F)
	Good Friday
	No classes or assignments

	27
	8 Apr (T)
	Religious Context: Part 5B Lord’s Sup
	Readings, 87-95 Sabbath & circumcision 

	28
	10 Apr (F1)
	Religious Context: Part 5C Lord’s Sup
	Project due

	29
	10 Apr (F2)
	Religious Context: Part 6A Paganpagan (150-53)
	

	30
	15 Apr (T)
	Religious Context: Part 6B Paganpagan (150-53)
	

	31
	17 Apr (F1)
	Literary Context: Part 1A MT, LXX(154-67) 
	Apocrypha: Tobit, Susanna, and Bel & the Dragon (notes, 188-98)

	32
	17 Apr (F2)
	Literary Context: Part 1B Apocrypha & Pseudepigrapha (154-67) 
	 

	33
	22 Apr (T)
	Literary Context: Part 1C Josephus(168-73)
	Vermes, 61-80 (DSS Community Rule) copied in notes, 242-52

	34
	24 Apr (F1)
	Literary Context: Part 1D Philo, Rabbis (168-73)
	

	35
	24 Apr (F2)
	Quiz 5

Literary Context: Part 2B NT Apocrypha (174-87)
	Vermes, 103-27 (DSS The War Rule) copied in notes, 253-65

Take Quiz 5 by midnight before class

	
	27 Apr-1 May
	Study Week
	No classes or assignments

	
	5-7 May
	Online Final Exam
	Study page 266  :-)


VI. Other Matters

A.
Contacting Me: You can contact me at SBC by box L19 or by phone (6559-1513).  Also, my home is at 2-302 on the SBC campus, mobile is 9113-7090, and email griffith@sbc.edu.sg.  My office hours when I can talk are from 11:00-1:00 from Wednesday to Friday and afternoons on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Let’s have lunch too!

B.
Copying Class Notes: Allowed but give credit where credit is due (unless it makes you rich).  You can also download these notes and PPT and/or copy them and translate them into other languages at the NT Backgrounds link at http://www.biblestudydownloads.com.
C.
Course Load: For a 3-hour course of 45 sessions, the work should comprise 67 hours.

· Readings total 305 pp ÷ 41 sessions. = 7 pp./session. 305 x 3 min./pp. = 915 min. ÷ 60 = 17 hours.

· Quiz study should be about 2 hours per quiz x 5 = 10 hours

· The research paper or translation project should take about 30 hours.

· The final exam study should be about 10 hours.
 TC  "Course Grading" \l 2 
Research Paper Grade Sheet TC  "Research Paper Grade Sheet" \l 3 
Student


Topic


Box


The first four sections below cover the paper’s content (70% of the grade).  The Form grade (the other 30%) is based on Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 8th ed. (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 2013).  Follow also the SBC Writing Standards 2014-ed. 12 and the checklist on the next two pages.


1
2
3
4
5


Poor
Minimal
Average
Good
Excellent

Introduction
Purpose (the paper addresses what issue?)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Scope of the issue defined/narrowed down
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Procedure for addressing the issue introduced
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Body
Wide research (other views included, good sources)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Individual work (<20% quotes; careful citation)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Key Bible texts noted and addressed adequately
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Development (proves points, not just lists verses)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Interpretation of passages accurate (exegesis)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conclusion
Solution given to issue raised in introduction
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Main points reviewed and/or restated
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Length (1/2 to 1 page, no unnecessary info.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Miscellaneous
(These can be addressed anywhere in the paper)

Application (shows why the topic is important)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Depth (leaves any questions unanswered?)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Internet not used for more than 20% of sources 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Form
Format (Contents & title page, length, pages numbered)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Spelling and typographical errors, punctuation
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grammar (agreement of subject/verb and tenses)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Footnotes (not end notes; proper form; biblio. incl.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Arranged logically (not a collection of thoughts)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sections agree with Contents page; no orphan headings
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Summary
Number of ticks per column
____
____
____
____
____

Multiplied by point values of the column
x 1
x 2
x 3
x 4
x 5

Equals the total point value for each column
____
____
____
____
____

Net points ______ minus 3 points per day late (____ points) equals % grade of 
      %
Comments:
15th edition (21 Nov 2014)
Research Paper Checklist TC  "Research Paper Checklist" \l 3 
1st ed. 24 April 95; 2d ed. 5 June 1996 3d ed. 21 June 1997
* Asterisks show the most common mistakes SBC students make on research papers.  Give special attention to these areas!

14th edition (17 Dec 2014)

1.
General Format

1.1
The most complete and widely used format guide is Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 8th ed. rev. by John Grossman and Alice Bennett (Chicago & London: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1937, 1955, 1967, 1973, 1987, 1996, 2007, 2013).  466 pp.

1.2
Areas not answered by Turabian are addressed in the SBC Writing Standards (2014 edition).  

1.3
Other issues are found in The Chicago Manual of Style, 16th ed. (Chicago: Editorial Benei Noaj, 2010) and The SBL Handbook of Style: For Ancient Near Eastern, Biblical, and Early Christian Studies, ed. Patrick H. Alexander et al. (Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 1999).

2.
Preliminaries
2.1
The title page should follow the typical format in Turabian.

2.1.1
Only the title and the author should be in bold with the rest in regular text.  Do not have all CAPS.

2.1.2
Please include your mail box number after your name.

2.1.3
The same size 12-point Times New Roman font should be used throughout the paper.

2.2
The margins should not change (e.g., should not be in outline form) but should be 2.5 cm on all sides.

2.3*
Include a Table of Contents.

2.3.1
The Contents page should include only the first page number of each section.

2.3.2
Subtitles within the Contents page should be indented.

2.3.3
Note this is called a “Table of Contents” and not a “Table of Content.”

2.3.4
“Table of Contents” should not be an entry on the Table of Contents.

2.4
Page numbers should be at the top right in the preliminaries (except no number on Title Page and Table of Contents) and at the bottom centre from the first page to the end.

3.
Body & Style
3.1*
Provide an introduction that summarizes the problem(s) your paper aims to answer.

3.2*
Check your grammar for confusion of tense, plural, verb/noun, etc. (cf. section 9)

3.3
Use a spell checker if you have one on your computer to avoid careless spelling mistakes.

3.4
Double-space the paper throughout in prose form (not outline form).

3.5*
Write in the third person rather than the first person (“This author…” and not “I” or “we” or “us”).

3.6
Follow these guidelines for headings within the text:

3.6.1
Headings should match your Contents page.  None of your levels should appear in all capitals.
3.6.2
Headings should not have periods (full stops or colons) after them.

3.6.3*
Headings should not be in outline form (no “I,” “II,” “A,” “1,” “a,” “-,” etc.).

3.6.4
Avoid widow headings (at the bottom of a page without the first sentence of a paragraph).

3.6.5
Don’t repeat a heading on the next page even if it covers the same section of the paper.

3.6.6
Each research paper should have at least 2-3 headings or divisions.

3.6.7
In short papers (6-8 pages) without chapters, make (1) main headings bold centred, (2) subheadings regular text centred, (3) bold italicised left column, (4) regular text left column, and (5) bold text that begins an indented paragraph.  If only two levels are needed then (2) above may be skipped.  

3.7*
Do not clutter your paper with unnecessary details that do not contribute to your purpose.

3.8*
Make every statement a full sentence within the text (the exception is headings).

3.9
Critically evaluate your sources; do not believe a heresy just because it’s in print!

3.10
Make sure your reasoning is solid and logical.

3.11* Provide a conclusion which solves/summarizes the problem addressed in the introduction

4.
Abbreviations
4.1*
Do not use abbreviations or contractions in the text or footnotes (except inside parentheses).

4.2
Cite from 1-3 verses inside parentheses in the text but 4 or more verses in the footnotes. 

4.3*
Use proper biblical book abbreviations with a colon between chapter and verse.

4.4
Do not start sentences with an Arabic number.  Write “First Kings 3:16…” (not “1 Kings 3:16…”).

4.5
Write out numbers under ten in the text (e.g., “three”); abbreviate those over ten (e.g., “45”).

4.6
“For example” (e.g.) and “that is to say” (i.e.) apprear only in parentheses.  Each has two periods and a comma.

5.
Quotations
5.1*
When quoting word-for-word, use quotation marks and footnote the source.  Do not plagiarize!

5.2
Use proper quotation formats with single quotation marks within double ones.

5.3
Indent block quotes (no quote marks) with 10-point, single-space text of five or more lines (cf. Turabian, 349).

5.4*
Avoid citing long texts of Scriptures or other sources so the paper mostly reflects your own thinking.

5.5
Provide biblical support for your position rather than simply citing your opinion.

5.6
If your source quotes a more original source, then quote the original in this manner: R. N. Soulen, Handbook, 18 (cited by Rick Griffith, New Testament Backgrounds, 7th ed. [SBC, 1999], 165).
Research Paper Checklist (2 of 2)
6.
Punctuation

6.1
Periods & commas go before quote marks and footnote numbers (e.g., “Marriage,” not “Marriage”,)

6.2
Periods & commas go outside parentheses (unless a complete sentence is within the parentheses).  For example: “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). but never “Jesus wept.” (John 11:35)

6.3
A space should not precede a period, comma, final parenthesis, semicolon, apostrophe, or colon.

6.4
A space should not follow a beginning parenthesis or beginning quotation mark.

6.7
A space should always follow a comma and 1-2 spaces always follow a period.

7.
Footnotes
7.1*
The first reference to a book includes (in this order) the author's given name first then family name, title (in italics but not in quotes), publication data in parentheses (place, colon, publisher, comma, then year), volume (if more than one), and page number (no “p.” or “pp.”).  For example: Ralph Gower, The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times (Chicago: Moody, 1987), 233.  In footnotes, use a period only once at the end of the citation.  Indent the first line of each footnote entry.

7.2*
Cite later references to the same book but a different page number with only the author's family name (not given name) and new page number.  For example: Gower, 166.

7.3
If the next citation has the same book and same page number, then type “Ibid.” (This is the Latin abbreviation for “in the same place.”)  However, if a different page number is referred to, then “Ibid.” should be followed by a period and comma.  For example: Ibid., 64.

7.4
If the next citation is by the same author but a different work, type “Idem” (Latin abbreviation for “by the same author”) and a comma before the new book.  For example: Idem, Marriage and Family, 221.

7.5*
Encyclopedia, Bible dictionary, or other book entries with multiple authors under an editor should first cite the article’s author, then article title within quotes, book, editor, publication data in parentheses, volume, and page.  For example: P. Trutza, “Marriage,” The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible, 5 vols., ed. Merrill C. Tenney (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975, 1976), 4:92-102.  (If needed, look up the author’s name after the Contents page by tracing the initials at the end of the article.) 

7.6
Footnote numbers are raised with no parentheses and go after a quotation’s punctuation (e.g., period).

7.7
Always cite your footnote numbers in sequence rather than using a former number again.

7.8
Use only numbers as footnote references (don’t use letters or *#@^%, etc.).

7.9
Cite translations in parentheses within the text rather than the footnotes—for example, “trust” (NIV).

7.10
Cite book, chapter, and paragraphs of primary (ancient) sources with Arabic numerals and full stops (e.g., “Josephus, Jewish Antiquities 18.1.3,” not “Josephus, Jewish Antiquities, Book XVIII, Chapter 1, Section 3”).

7.11
Page numbers may be added to primary sources in parentheses.  For example: War 2.1 (Whiston, 44).

8.
Bibliography
8.1
Alphabetize all sources by family name without numbering the sources. 

8.2
Make entries single-spaced with the second line indented and with a double space between entries.

8.3
Do not cite an author’s title in a footnote or the bibliography (no “Dr.,” “Rev.” etc.).

8.4
Cite book references differently than in the footnotes by including the author's family name first (not given name), title (in italics but not in quotes), publication data without parentheses (place, colon, publisher, comma, then year), and volume (if more than one).  For example: Gower, Ralph.  The New Manners and Customs of Bible Times.  Chicago: Moody, 1987.  Use full stops (not commas) after each given name, title, and date; don’t use parentheses (but do use them in footnotes).  Indent each line after the first line in an entry.

8.5*
Encyclopedia, Bible dictionary, or other book entries with multiple authors under an editor should first cite the article’s author, then article title within quotes, book, editor, publication data, volume, and page.  For example: Trutza, P., “Marriage,” The Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopedia of the Bible.  Ed. Merrill C. Tenney.  5 vols.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975, 1976.  4:92-102.  (You may need to find the author’s name after the Contents page by tracing the initials at the end of the article.) 

8.6
Put the bibliography on a separate page rather than tagging it on the conclusion.

8.7
Consult as many sources as you have pages in your paper (e.g., 8 sources for an 8-page paper).

8.8*
Include the bibliography even if the professor has assigned the sources.

8.9
Primary sources should be listed under the ancient author’s name, followed by the translator’s name.  For example: Josephus.  The Works of Josephus.  Translated by William Whiston…

8.10
Primary sources with several or unknown authors should be listed by editor and/or translator’s name.  For example: Danby, Herbert, trans. The Mishnah.  Oxford: University, 1933.

9.
Common Grammatical and Spelling Mistakes

9.1
“Respond” (verb) is used for “response” (noun).  “The respond” should be “The response.”

9.2*
Events in biblical times should be noted in the past tense; keep your tense consistent in the same paragraph.

9.3
Write “BC” dates before “BC” but “AD” dates after “AD”  (“AD 70” and “70 BC” but never “70 AD” or “BC 70”).  

9.4
Always capitalize the words “Christian,” “Bible,” “Christ,” “Word of God,” and “Scripture(s).”  

9.5
The current trend is to avoid capitalization, especially in the adjectives “biblical,” “scriptural,” etc.

9.6
Avoid words in all CAPITALS in the text (except acronyms) and avoid all CAPS in titles.
13th edition (8 July 2014)
Key Sources for Both Research Papers TC  " Key Sources for Both Research Papers " \l 3 
Primary Sources (Original):

Most, if not all, of these are on reserve in the library (see bibliography for details):

Charlesworth, James H., ed.  The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha.  2 vols.

Danby, The Mishna (296.12 (R) DAN or 296.12 (R) BLA)

Josephus, War of the Jews and Jewish Antiquities (933 JOS)

Philo of Alexandria (880.1 PHI)

May, Herbert G., and Metzger, Bruce M., eds.  The New Oxford Annotated Apocrypha: NRSV
Nag Hammadi Codices (880 HUN I)

Select Papyri (299.932 (R) ROB)

Secondary Sources (Modern):

Aune, D. E.  “Bride of Christ.”  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.  4 vols.  Ed. G. W. Bromiley.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986.  1:546-47.

Clements, Roland E.  The World of Ancient Israel.  Cambridge: Univ. Press, 1989.

Edersheim, Alfred.  The History of the Jewish Nation.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1895.

___________.  The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah. Originally printed 1883; reprint, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984.  828 pp.

Evans, Craig A.  Noncanonical Writings and New Testament Interpretation.

Lohse, Eduard.  The New Testament Environment.  USA: Parthenon, 1976.

Metzger, Bruce M., ed.  A Concordance to the Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical Books of the RSV
Oaks, Linda. “A First-Century Wedding,” Biblical Illustrator 20 (Winter 1994).

Rops, Daniel.  Daily Life in Bible Times.  London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson LTD, 1962.  447 pp.

Thompson, J. A. Handbook of Life in Bible Times.  IVP, 1986.  384 pp.

de Vaux, Roland.  Ancient Israel.  Toronto: McGraw-Hill, 1965.

Walker, P. W. L., ed.  Jerusalem: Past and Present in the Purposes of God.  Cambridge: Tyndale House, 1992.  210 pp.  S$24.00 pb.

A collection of essays by British lecturers who discuss biblical (OT and NT), historical, and contemporary perspectives on Jerusalem.  (A theology of its future significance is not offered in any detail, presumably because the contributors see no scriptural support for this.)  Interaction with Judaism and Islam offer some impractical suggestions (e.g., Jews should rebuild the third temple next to temple mount, p. 149).

Yamauchi, Edwin.  The World of the First Christians.  Lion, 1981.  128 pp.
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Text
Text does not overlap other text, image, or page edge
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Text shadow not seen prior to animation appears
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
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 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Animations don’t need correction; in PPT, not Keynote
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Slide order remains the same as the English version
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Done right the first time (no email trail with me!)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

File name translated with dash & number of slides at end
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Easy transfer by CD or Memory Key or Email
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sent as one PowerPoint file (not separate ones or a pdf) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Summary
Number of ticks per column
____
____
____
____
____

Multiplied by point values of the column
x 1
x 2
x 3
x 4
x 5

Equals the total point value for each column
____
____
____
____
____

Net points ______ minus 3 points per day late (____ points) equals % grade of 
      %
Comments:
Revised 5 May 2014
“The Bible…Basically” Script Translation Grade Sheet

Student


Mailbox 


Date


Presentation Translated 


Language 



1
2
3
4
5


Poor
Minimal
Average
Good
Excellent

Translation
Overall content translated accurately
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

No English on any slide (design new memory aids)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

--For example, replace “A Judge Must Judge” or “ARC” with a mnemonic in your language

Fonts & Formatting
Slide Advance Hashes retained
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Consistent Fonts (e.g., Unicode or generic/popular)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Format of headings and margins same as English
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Widow headings avoided
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Misc
Done right the first time (no email trail with me!)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

File name translated with dash & number of slides at end
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Easy transfer by CD or Memory Key or Email
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Sent as one Word file (not separate ones or a pdf) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Summary
Number of ticks per column
____
____
____
____
____

Multiplied by point values of the column
x 2
x 4
x 6
x 8
x 10

Equals the total point value for each column
____
____
____
____
____

Net points ______ minus 3 points per day late (____ points) equals % grade of 
      %
Comments:
Revised 5 May 2014
SINGAPORE BIBLE COLLEGE

“WORLD OF THE NT” OR “THE BIBLE…BASICALLY” 
COURSE EVALUATION
(for SBC students to have their students complete on the last day of class)

YOUR NAME (OPTIONAL):…………………………………
CLASS SIZE: ………

SBC STUDENT TEACHER:…………………….……………
DATE:……….……….

Please summarize how you feel about each question and give this to your teacher.

KEY: SD = Strongly Disagree; D = Disagree; U = Uncertain; A = Agree; SA – Strongly Agree.

	
	SD
	 D
	 U
	 A
	SA

	The course objectives were clearly explained.
	
	
	
	
	

	The course objectives were achieved.
	
	
	
	
	

	The teacher was well prepared for each class.
	
	
	
	
	

	The course material was effectively presented.
	
	
	
	
	

	The teacher gave me some resources for further learning.
	
	
	
	
	

	The teacher responded well to students’ questions.
	
	
	
	
	

	The teacher encouraged students to think for themselves and to express their ideas.
	
	
	
	
	

	The teacher was accessible to students outside classes.
	
	
	
	
	

	                                                                                                    TOTAL
	
	
	
	
	


COMMENTS: 

1.
In what ways did you find this course helpful for your personal spiritual growth?

2.
In what ways did this course help you better serve Christ?

3.
How can this course be improved for future students?

4.
Further comments:

17 Dec. 2014

Teaching Report Grade Sheet TC  "Teacher Report Grade Sheet" \l 3 
Student


Mailbox 


Date



Presentation Taught 



Language 


For students teaching either the NT Survey or “The Bible…Basically” seminar, this page assesses mostly the content of your report (70% of the grade).  The Format grade (the other 30%) addresses English grammar, clarity of writing and presentation, etc.  


1
2
3
4
5


Poor
Minimal
Average
Good
Excellent

Introduction
Class (whom did you teach and in what language?)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Scope (what did you teach in each session?)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Procedure (how did you conduct the sessions?)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Body
Specifics given rather than general observations
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Challenges faced in teaching addressed adequately
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Improvements suggested in content
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Application
Action Points given to improve next time teaching
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Personal and transparent (self critical is good)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Conclusion
Main points or lessons reviewed and/or restated
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Length (2-4 single-spaced pp., w/o unnecessary info.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Miscellaneous
Handouts (student’s own material included)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Creativity (pictures of class, video clips, quizzes)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Course Evaluations included & responses totaled 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Form
Format (typed, title page, length, pages numbered)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Submitted in printed form (not emailed to professor)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Spelling and typos fixed, punctuation good, 12 pt. font
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Grammar (agreement of subject/verb and tenses)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Footnotes (not endnotes, if used; biblio. of resources)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Arranged logically (not a collection of thoughts)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Summary
Number of ticks per column
____
____
____
____
____

Multiplied by point values of the column
x 1
x 2
x 3
x 4
x 5

Equals the total point value for each column
____
____
____
____
____

Net points ______ minus 3 points per day late (____ points) for Teaching Report grade:
              %

Comments:
Revised 3 July 2012
My Biographical Sketch TC  "My Biographical Sketch" \l 2 
[image: image1.jpg]



Rick & Susan Griffith

Kurt & Cara (28), John (22) & Stephen (25)
Background

 “Never say ‘never.’”  Rick and Susan Griffith both learned this age-old tip the hard way.  

Rick recalls sitting in his elementary school classes thinking, “If there’s one thing I’ll never become it’s a teacher.  Imagine saying the same stuff over and over, year after year!”  

Yet after trusting Christ in junior high and acquiring a taste for teaching the Word of God, Rick’s attitude began to change.  After his business degree at California State University, Hayward, and Master of Theology degree (Pastoral Ministries) and the Doctor of Philosophy degree (Bible Exposition) from Dallas Theological Seminary in Texas, Dr. Griffith soon found himself on the other end of the classroom—and loving it!

Susan, from Yucaipa, California, also learned not to say “never.”  As she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in piano at Biola University, several friends married and worked to put their husbands through three more years of seminary training.  “I’ll never do that!” she exclaimed.  Soon afterwards she invested three years (1981-1983) singing together with her future husband in the Crossroads, Campus Crusade's traveling music team in Asia.  This nine member Philippines-based group shared Christ in the Philippines, China, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Macau, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.  

In December 1983 Susan’s “never” became a reality.  She and Rick were married and like Jacob and Rachel of old, Susan also worked for her mate.  During these seven seminary years Rick served as a pastor, corporate chaplain, and International Students church consultant.  Susan taught women's Bible studies and often ministered by singing.  Their primary church in Texas is Christ Chapel Bible Church in Fort Worth.

The Griffith family now includes three sons: Kurt is an IT guy in Chicago (28 yrs.), Stephen is a pilot in Seattle (25 yrs.), and John a graphic design student at Biola in the LA area (22 yrs.).  Kurt married Cara in September 2014. Rick and Susan’s home church is the First Baptist Church of Yucaipa, California.

Ministry
However, since 1991 the Griffiths’ home has been Singapore where Rick serves as Doctor of Ministry Director with 30 other full-time faculty at Singapore Bible College.  SBC has 460 full-time students from 24 countries and 25 denominations, as well as many professionals in the certificate-level Centre for Continuing Theological Education (CCTE).  During his first term he taught a variety of courses: Old Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, New Testament Backgrounds, Eschatology (the study of future things), Evangelism, Pastoral Epistles, Psalms, Homiletics (preaching), Hebrew Exegesis, and four Old Testament exposition courses.  For many years he also taught Pentateuch, Gospels, Eschatology (theology of the future), Ecclesiology (theology of the church), and Pneumatology (theology of the Holy Spirit).  Now he teaches mostly Bible Exposition classes, including Homiletics, World of the OT & NT, and OT & NT Survey.  He has also written three Advanced Studies in the Old and New Testament courses at the Internet Biblical Seminary (www.internetseminary.org).

Dr. Griffith loves the variety and strategic nature of his teaching.  He invests his life into Anglicans from Sri Lanka, Lutherans from Singapore, Presbyterians from Korea, Conservative Baptists from the Philippines, and missionaries from Campus Crusade, OMF, and Operation Mobilisation—sometimes all in one class!  One class had 17 of the 20 students training for ministry outside of Singapore.  Nearly all SBC graduates enter pastoral or missionary ministries due to Asia’s shortage of trained leaders.

Ministry opportunities abound.  Rick and Susan have conducted premarital counseling for students and their home has an open door to students and guests traveling through Singapore.  They have sung in evangelistic thrusts and in 1992 also participated in founding International Community School, an expatriate Christian primary and secondary school in Singapore now with 430 students.  The Griffiths are missionaries with WorldVenture and Rick serves as the Singapore field leader.  

Dr Griffith also enjoys several other partnerships.  He also serves as Asia Translation Coordinator for "The Bible... Basically International" seminars; web author & editor, Internet Biblical Seminary; and itinerate professor for 52 trips throughout Asia in places such as Lanka Bible College (Sri Lanka), Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, Union Bible Training Center (Mongolia), Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary, and Biblical Education by Extension training in three restricted access countries.

In 2006 the Griffiths also helped begin Crossroads International Church, Singapore.  Here “Dr. Rick” is “Pastor Rick” in his role as pastor-teacher and elder.  The church meets at 4 PM on Sundays at the Upper Room of the Metropolitan YMCA at 60 Stevens Road.  See cicfamily.com for details.  

In 2009 Dr. Griffith began the biblestudydownloads.com website that offers his courses for free download.  This includes 5000 pages of course notes in Word and pdf formats, about 400 PowerPoint presentations in English, and hundreds of translations of these by his students into 38 languages.  Current languages include Ao, Arabic, Bangla, Bisaya, Burmese, Chin, Chiru, Chinese, Dutch, English, French, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese, Kachin, Khmer, Kiswahili, Korean, Lotha, Malay, Malayalam, Mao, Mizo, Mongolian, Nepali, Nias, Paite, Russian, Sinhala, Spanish, Sumi, Tagalog, Tamil, Tangkhul, Tenyidie, Thai, Vaiphei, and Vietnamese.

Field
Singapore Bible College is strategically located at the “ministry hub” of Southeast Asia, the Republic of Singapore.  A small island of only 14 by 26 miles, Singapore is a city-nation located on the tip of the Malayan Peninsula in Southeast Asia.  The population of this multi-cultural society is 75 percent Chinese, 15 percent Malay and 8 percent Indian.  Other groups include Filipinos, Thais, Japanese, Americans, and Europeans.  This beautiful island nation, with dynamic growth in churches and missionary force, has been called the “Antioch of Asia.”  The Singaporean cross-cultural missionary force is increasingly contributing to God’s work in overseas ministries.

Passion
Rick’s passion is for God’s leaders to preach and live the Word of God.  The servant of God’s role is clearly given in the following verses:

· Teaching obedience to Christ’s teaching is key to our commission to make disciples (Matt. 28:20)

· The priority of the apostles was teaching and prayer (Acts 6:1-16)

· Paul’s legacy to Timothy focused on exposition: “Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2-3)

However, recent trends include the following: 

· Church people are biblically illiterate—Amos lamented that his day of prosperity had a “famine for hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11)

· Pastors are doing too many things so they have too little time to feed the flock
· Preachers give empty and simplistic sermons

· Attempting to be “relevant,” pastors preach what people want to hear—not what they need
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