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The Holy Spirit & Spiritual Gifts (CCTE)
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CCTE Holy Spirit & Spiritual Gifts Syllabus
I.
Course Description

Non-Christians often blame tragedies on God.  Likewise, Christians often blame excesses on the Holy Spirit.  Who is He and what does He really do in our world?  This two-part course explores what the Bible says about the person and work of the Spirit.  Part 1 addresses His deity and ministries relating to the believer (e.g., baptism, filling, sealing, indwelling, sanctifying, fruit) and the unbeliever (e.g., calling, conviction, regenerating).  Part 2 covers His gifting the saints with special abilities to serve Christ, including the controversial gifts of prophecy, tongues, miracles, and healing.
This course will follow a blended learning approach.  This means that we have two means of instruction: (1) face-to-face classroom learning via the instructor supplemented by outside reading, as well as (2) web-based individual learning via two websites: 

(a)
All course PowerPoint and notes can be downloaded at the Holy Spirit (Pneumatology) link at http://biblestudydownloads.org/resource/spirit/.  This site also has Chinese and Indonesian slides of parts of the course in the 1 Corinthians files on the NT Survey links.

(b)
Online quizzes are at https://www.sbc.edu.sg/moodle/login/index.php.  If this SBC moodle site says cookies are not enabled, then enable your cookies under “Options.”  If it still does not work, try https://www.sbc.edu.sg/moodle.  Online discussions are optional.

To get to the SBC website, log on with your normal SBC username and password (or the password sent to you by SBC IT), and then click on the CCTE Holy Spirit or CCTE Spiritual Gifts course.  Read announcements that I have posted, and then take your quiz for that week.  For tech issues (e.g., getting online), contact Joshua Tew in the IT department at joshua@sbc.edu.sg (ext. 1509 or HP 91376504).  He notes, “Based on recent experience, turning off Norton anti-virus is not effective. Somehow Norton still has some residual effect after it has been turned off.  You will need to turn off ‘automatic start up of Norton Antivirus during System Startup’ through the Norton Antivirus Options window.  After doing that, restart your computer and you should be able to access the Quiz after that.  You may want to consider Avast antivirus which is free for home use and we have had much better experience with it than Norton.”

II. Course Objectives

By the end of the Holy Spirit course (Part 1) the student should be able to…

A. Prove the personhood and deity of the Holy Spirit, showing why each is important.

B. Explain the various ministries of the Holy Spirit relating to the believer (e.g., baptism, filling, sealing, indwelling, sanctifying, fruit).

C. Explain the various ministries of the Holy Spirit relating to the unbeliever (e.g., calling, conviction, regenerating).
D. See the value of Internet learning by taking quizzes online.

By the end of the Spiritual Gifts course (Part 2) the student should be able to…

E. Define the various spiritual gifts and discern these gifts in yourself and others.

F. Explain reasons for differing views on the spiritual gifts and evaluate these biblically.

G. Feel acquainted enough with pneumatology to confidently teach it to others.

H. See the relevance of pneumatology to personal holiness, world mission, contemporary events, and Asian culture and religions.

III. Course Requirements

A.
Readings (50%) of the next week’s class notes and/or pertinent articles will be assigned for each session.  Please stay up on your readings.  On each online quiz, you will report if you did your reading since the last quiz.  This includes the reading for the day of the quiz.
B.
Quizzes (50%) must be taken by midnight the night before the class period for which they are assigned.  Half of the quiz grade will ask if you completed the readings since the last quiz (50 points per quiz) and half will generally comprise five questions (10 points each or 50 points total).  There are no makeup quizzes.  I will put the quizzes on the Moodle site (see page 1) one week before they are due.  Each quiz can be taken throughout the week prior to the due date but will expire at midnight the night before class.  You should take this quiz by yourself (closed book, closed Bible, closed notes, opened mind).  Also, do not wait until just before the quiz closes, as the server cannot handle everyone taking it at the same time.  Further, when taking the quizzes, do not let the timer go all the way down to zero.  This will delete all of your answers!  Instead, click the “submit my answers” button before the time limit so that your answers will be recorded on the database.  Finally, do not discuss the quiz with other students, as they may not have taken it yet.  

C.
There will be no midterm exam, no final exam, and no papers.  Praise the Lord!  
D.
Students who hate to take quizzes and/or memorize reading materials but have ability to translate the class material into another language can substitute translating 50-70 PPT slides for the online quizzes and CCTE required reading.  After Dr. Rick assigns your file to translate, download your English file at the Holy Spirit link at http://www.biblestudydownloads.com.  After the course I will upload the newly translated presentations for all to use.  You will be graded based on the PowerPoint Translation Grade Sheet on page G.

IV. Course Bibliography

A.
General Works (and works difficult to classify as charismatic or non-charismatic)

*Carson, D. A.  Showing the Spirit: A Theological Exposition of 1 Corinthians 12—14.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1987.  229 pp.

Carson holds to charismatic beliefs in some areas and non-charismatic views in others.

*Erickson, Millard J.  Christian Theology.  3 vols. in 1. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1983, 1984, 1985.  1302 pp.  

Evangelical (e.g., upholds inerrancy), exhaustive, readable, good with alternate views, useful for preaching and teaching due to Erickson’s extensive pastoral experience, considers the central theme of theology to be the magnificence of God, footnoted (better than the endnoting in Enns but not as helpful as them in bibliography and transliteration of Greek and Hebrew), no charts or glossary like in Enns and unfortunately holds to the progressive creationist view.  Erickson is dean and professor of theology at Bethel Theological Seminary.  Nondispensational premillennial, moderate Calvinist viewpoint.

Ferguson, Sinclair.  The Holy Spirit: Contours of Christian Theology.  Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1996.

Flynn, Leslie B.  19 Gifts of the Spirit.  Wheaton: Victor, 1974.

An excellent, thorough, and balanced treatment in a popular, interesting style by a Conservative Baptist pastor.  Includes several illustrations and a chapter on each gift.

Gothard, Bill.  “How to Identify Spiritual Gifts.”  Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts Seminar Syllabus.  Oak Brook, IL: IBYC (now Institute in Basic Life Principles), 1981.

*Moriarty, Michael G.  The New Charismatics: A Concerned Voice Responds to Dangerous New Trends.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.

*Packer, J. I.  Keep in Step with The Spirit.  Old Tappen, NJ: Revell, 1984.  301 pp. 

A balanced presentation of how to genuinely walk in the power of the Spirit.

Turner, Max.  The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts.  UK: Hendriksen, 1996.

B.
Charismatic Sources add those in Farnell’s article
Bennett, Dennis and Rita.  The Holy Spirit and You.  Plainfield, NJ: Logos, 1971.

The Episcopal priest who introduced the charismatic movement into mainline denominations (founders of “Neo-Pentecostalism”).

Bridge, Donald and Phypers, David.  Spiritual Gifts and the Church.  London: IVP, 1973.

*Bruner , Frederick Dale.  A Theology of the Holy Spirit: The Pentecostal Experience and the New Testament Witness.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970.  390 pp.

Bugbee, Bruce; Cousins, Don; and Hybels, Bill.  Network: The Right People… In the Right Places… For the Right Reasons.  Barrington, IL: Willow Creek Community Church and Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.  150 pp.

This guide helps people understand not just their gifts but also their passion, style, spiritual maturity, and availability.  It lists 23 gifts and includes numerous self-diagnostic surveys—including practical guides how to serve after one has discovered his/her gift.

*Deere, Jack.  Surprised by the Power of the Spirit: A Former Dallas Seminary Professor Discovers That God Speaks and Heals Today.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993.  

___________ .  Surprised by the Voice of God: How God Speaks Today Through Prophets, Dreams, and Visions. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995.  256 pp.  US$19.00

Graham, Billy.  The Holy Spirit.  Waco, TX: Word, 1978.

*Green, Michael.  I Believe in the Holy Spirit.  London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1975; and Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975.  223 pp.

*Grudem, Wayne.  The Gift of Prophecy: In the New Testament and Today.  Eastbourne, Great Britain: Kingsway, 1988; and Westchester, IL: Crossway, 1988.  351 pp.

___________ .  Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine.  Leicester, England: IVP and Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.  1264 pp.  Holds to a non-cessation view of the gifts but a non-Pentecostal interpretation of Spirit baptism.  Very readable and interacts well with evangelical scholars of various views.

Horton, Harold.   The Gifts of the Spirit.  Burbank, CA: World Map, 1934; reprint, 1979.

Hyatt, Eddie L.  2000 Years of Charismatic Christianity: A 20th Century Look at Church History from a Pentecostal/Charismatic Perspective.  P.O. Box 700276, Chicota, TX 74170: Hyatt International Ministries, Inc., 1996.  209 pp.

Kraft, Charles H.  “What Kind of Encounters Do We Need in Our Christian Witness?”  Subtitle: “Power encounter must be biblically balanced with truth and commitment encounters, if we are to succeed in our world mission.”  Evangelical Mission Quarterly  27 (July 1991): 258-65.

Smedes, Louis D., ed.  Ministry and the Miraculous: A Case Study at Fuller Theological Seminary.  Pasadena, CA: Fuller Theological Seminary, 1987.  80 pp.  Paper, US$6.95.  Reviewed by Robert P. Lightner in Bib Sac 145 (April-June 1988): 221.

Springer, Kevin, ed.  Power Encounters Among Christians in the Western World.  Introduction and afterward by John Wimber.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988.  xviii+218 pp.  Reviewed by Ken L. Sarles in Bib Sac 146 (October-December 1989): 460-61.

Wagner, C. Peter.  How to Have a Healing Ministry Without Making Your People Sick.  Eastbourne: Monarch, n.d. [?]

________.  “Healing Without Hassle.”  Leadership 6 (Spring 1986).

________.  “A Third Wave?”  Pastoral Review, July-August 1983.

________.  “The Third Wave Goes Public,” Christian Life, January 1986.

________.  The Third Wave of the Holy Spirit.  Ann Arbor, MI: Vine Books, Servant, 1988.  133 pp.  Reviewed by Ken Sarles in Bib Sac 147 (January-March 1990): 111.

________.  “What Happens When You See Jesus,” Christian Life, April 1986.

________.  Your Spiritual Gifts Can Help Your Church Grow.  Glendale, CA: Gospel Light, 1979.

*White, John.  When the Spirit Comes with Power.  London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1989.

Williams, Don.  Signs, Wonders, and the Kingdom of God: A Biblical Guide for the Reluctant Skeptic.  Ann Arbor, MI: Vine Books, Servant Pub., 1989.

*Wimber, John.  Power Evangelism.  London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1985; rev. ed., San Francisco: Harper and Row, and London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1992.

________, with Springer, Kevin.  Power Healing.  San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987, and London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1987.  Reviewed by Roy B. Zuck in Bib Sac 145 (January-March 1988): 102-4.

________, with Springer, Kevin.  Power Points: Your Action Plan to Hear God’s Voice, Believe God’s Word, Seek the Father, Submit to Christ, Take Up the Cross, Depend on the Holy Spirit, Fulfill the Great Commission.  New York: Harper Collins, 1991. 222 pp.  $15.95.  Reviewed by Robert Pyne in Bib Sac 149 (Oct-Dec 1992): 505-6.

Yohn, Rick.  Discover Your Spiritual Gift and Use It.   Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1974.

C.
Non-Charismatic Sources
Babcock, Neil.  A Search for Charismatic Reality.  Portland, OR: Multnomah, 1985.  (The personal testimony of a charismatic pastor who left the movement.)

Bridges, Donald.  Power Evangelism and the Word of God.  Eastbourne, England: Kingsway, 1987.

Derickson, Gary W.  “The Cessation of Healing Miracles in Paul’s Ministry.” Bibliotheca Sacra 155 (July-September 1998): 299-315.

Doyle, Robert, ed.  Signs and Wonders and Evangelicals.  Hornebusge West, N.S.W., Australia: Lancer Books, 1987.  130 pp.  $6.50 pb.  Reviewed by Ken Sarles in Bib Sac 146 (October-December 1989): 457-58.  He says it is the best critique to date.

*Edgar, Thomas R.  Miraculous Gifts.  Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux, 1983.

*________.  “The Cessation of the Sign Gifts.”  Bibliotheca Sacra 145 (October-December 1988): 371-86.  (Excellent article—concise and readable, copied on pp. 71-79.)

*________. Satisfied by the Promise of the Spirit: Affirming the Fullness of God’s Provision for Spiritual Living.  Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1996.  283 pp.  (Responds to Deere’s Surprised by the Power of the Spirit and updates Edgar’s Miraculous Gifts.)

*Enns, Paul.  The Moody Handbook of Theology.  Chicago: Moody, 1989.  688 pp.  CBD for US$21.95.  

Most handbooks of theology are fairly brief works of about 150 pages consisting of brief articles that explain doctrines, heresies, movements, and leading men in the field of theology.  This massive work is divided into five parts that cover biblical theology (in 16 chapters that survey the theology of all major biblical sections), systematic theology (bibliology, theology proper, christology, etc.), historical theology (surveying the major theological teachings of the ancient, medieval, Reformation, and modern eras), dogmatic theology (with chapters on Calvinistic, Arminian, covenant, dispensational, and Catholic theology), and contemporary theology.  It has 45 chapters and an epilogue, 55 simple-to-understand charts, a 24 page glossary of terms and names, and several indexes (persons, subjects, and Scripture references), endnotes identifying sources quoted, and helpful bibliographies.  Dispensational premillennial.  Enns does not, however, address recent developments in “progressive dispensationalism” which have come about since 1989 through Robert Saucy, Darrell Bock, and Craig Blaising.

*Farnell, F. David.  “Is the Gift of Prophecy for Today?” (Four Part Series)  “The Current Debate about New Testament Prophecy.”  Bibliotheca Sacra 149 (July-September 1992): 277-303; “The Gift of Prophecy in the Old and New Testaments.”  Bibliotheca Sacra 149 (October-December 1992): 387-410; “Does the New Testament Teach Two Prophetic Gifts?” Bibliotheca Sacra 150 (January-March 1993): 62-88; “When Will the Gift of Prophecy Cease?” Bibliotheca Sacra 150 (April-June 1993).

Gaffin, Richard B., Jr.  Perspectives on Pentecost.  Presb. & Reformed, 1974?.  127 pp.

Geisler, Norman.  Signs and Wonders.  Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 1988.

Gross, Edward N.  “Understanding the Miraculous Gifts in the Scripture.”  Christian News, February 2, 1987, pp. 13-15.  Reviewed by John A. Witmer in Bib Sac 144 (October-December 1987): 464.

*MacArthur, John, Jr.  Charismatic Chaos.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.  415 pp.

_________. The Charismatics: A Doctrinal Perspective. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978.  224 pp.

McRae, William.  The Dynamics of Spiritual Gifts.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976.

*Ryrie, Charles Caldwell.  The Holy Spirit.  Rev. ed. Chicago: Moody, 1965; rev. & expanded, 1997.  223 pp. 

Expands and updates his former book by the same title (Moody, 1965), which has been a standard noncharismatic Bible College text.  Brief and readable.  Now 80 pages longer, addressing “Holy Laughter,” anointing, and prophecy [too briefly] with expanded indexes.  A clear, biblical evaluation of an important area of theology.

Sarles, Ken L.  “An Appraisal of the Signs and Wonders Movement.”  Bibliotheca Sacra 145 (January-March 1988): 57-82.  (See also his reviews of books above.)

Stafford, Tim.  “Testing the Wine from John Wimber’s Vineyard.” Christianity Today, 8 August 1986, p. 18.

Unger, Merrill F.  The Baptism & Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Chicago: Moody, 1974.  189 pp.

________. New Testament Teaching on Tongues.  Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1971.

*Walvoord, John F.  The Holy Spirit: A Comprehensive Study of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit. Van Kampen, 1954; reprint, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1965.  288 pp.

This older (noncharismatic) work does not address the mainline charismatic movement, errant prophecy, holy laughter, and other recent issues.  However, it provides a most thorough biblical treatment of pneumatology, so it is worth our attention. 
________.  “The Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts.”  Bib Sac 143 (April-June 1986): 109-22.

*________.  The Holy Spirit in the Church Today.  Chicago: Moody, 1973.  63 pp.

A brief treatment documenting the ministries of the Holy Spirit from Scripture.

*Warfield, Benjamin Breckenridge.  Counterfeit Miracles.  Edinburgh: Banner of Truth Trust, 1918; reprint, 1983.

V. Course Schedule

Quizzes cover only the readings for that week (generally 5 questions each worth 10 points).  Content from class sessions are not quizzed.  One additional question will also ask if you completed the reading for that week for 50 points so that each quiz has a possible 100 points.  Sessions 1-6 apply to Part 1 (the Holy Spirit course) while sessions 7-12 in Part 2 address the Spiritual Gifts course.  
	Session
	Date (Mon)
	Subject
	Assignment
	pp.

	1
	14 Jan
	Syllabus & Introduction
	No assignments (in class = notes, i)
	

	2
	21 Jan
	Pneumatology: Cover in class notes, i, xvi-xvii  = 3
Spirit Personality & Deity
	Notes, ii-xiii (Deity, Relationships & Prayer)
Quiz 1
	12

	3
	28 Jan
	Spirit Ministries to the Unbeliever: Blasphemy, Holy Laughter, & Grace
	Notes, xiv-xv (Blasphemy), xxv-xxxii (Holy Laughter), xxxix (The Spirit & Grace)

Quiz 2
	11

	4
	4 Feb
	Spirit Indwelling, Sealing, Leading, & Slaying
	Notes, xvi-xvii (Indwelling & Sealing), xxiv (Leading), & xxxiii- xxxviii (Slaying by the Spirit)
Quiz 3
	9

	
	11 Feb
	Chinese New Year Break
	No class or assignments
	

	5
	18 Feb
	Spirit Baptism, Filling, & Fruit
	Notes, xviii-xxiii (Baptism & Filling), xl-xliv (Ministries, Sins Against, & Fruit)
Quiz 4  Grudem, 763-787
	11

	6
	25 Feb
	Gifts: 
Intro & Lists
	Grudem, 1016-31 (notes, 152-159)
Quiz 5
	16

	
	3-24 March
	Break between Spirit & Gifts courses
	No class or assignments
	

	7
	Gifts Course: 31 Mar
	Dangers & Durations of Gifts
	Deere, 229-52 (notes, 94-110) = 23
	23

	8
	7 Apr
	Foundational Gifts I: Apostle, Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge
	Edgar, “Cessation,” 371-86 (notes, 71-79)
Quiz 6
	16

	9
	14 Apr
	Foundational Gifts II: 

Prophecy, Discernment
	Grudem article (notes, 124-28) = 5
Farnell (notes, 80-93)  = 28
Quiz 7
	19

	10
	21 Apr
	Sign Gifts: Miracles, Healing,
Tongues, Interpretation = 20
	Deere, 99-115 (notes, 133-143)
(Deere argues miracles here today) 
Quiz 8
	17

	11
	28 Apr
	Speaking Gifts: 

Teaching, Evangelism, Pastor-Teacher, Encouragement
	Edgar “Conclusion,” Satisfied, 250-64 (notes, 144-51)
Quiz 9
	15

	12
	5 May
	Service Gifts: Administration, Faith, Giving, Service, Mercy
Discerning Your Gifts
	Complete Spiritual Gifts Inventory & Worksheet (notes, 54-70)
Quiz 10
	25


VI. Other Matters

A.
Contacting Me: You can contact me at SBC by box L19 or by phone (6559-1513).  Also, I live on the third floor of Block 2 at 2-302.  Call 9113-7090 (HP), or email griffith@sbc.edu.sg.  My office hours when I can talk are typically Wednesday mornings, all day Thursday and Friday afternoons.  Let’s have lunch too! 

B.
Copying Class Notes: Allowed when you give credit where credit is due (unless it makes you rich).  You may also tape class sessions and copy all course PPT and translate them into other languages.   You need not ask permission to do this, but if you translate them, please send me a copy so I can upload it to www.biblestudydownloads.com for others to teach it too.
C.
Commentaries: Have you ever wondered which of the numerous commentaries you should look up when you need help with a passage?  Get my study of what I believe to be the best 5-12 commentaries on every book of the Bible and the best reference books to purchase (470 books surveyed).  It’s called Reference Books and Commentaries You Should Buy and is available for only $5.00 in the SBC Book Centre (what a bargain!).  This source may help you save a lot of money buying books for the long-term as it can help you buy only decent books that you will actually use. 
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Rick & Susan Griffith

John (23), Rick, Katie & Stephen (26), Susan, Kurt & Cara (28)

Background

 “Never say ‘never.’”  Rick and Susan Griffith both learned this age-old tip the hard way.  

Rick recalls sitting in his elementary school classes thinking, “If there’s one thing I’ll never become it’s a teacher.  Imagine saying the same stuff over and over, year after year!”  

Yet after trusting Christ in junior high and beginning to teach the Word of God, Rick’s attitude began to change.  After his business degree at California State University, Hayward, and Master of Theology degree (Pastoral Ministries) and the Doctor of Philosophy degree (Bible Exposition) from Dallas Theological Seminary in Texas, Dr. Griffith soon found himself on the other end of the classroom—and loving it!

Susan, from Yucaipa, California, also learned not to say “never.”  As she earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in piano at Biola University, several friends married and worked to put their husbands through three more years of seminary training.  “I’ll never do that!” she exclaimed.  Soon afterwards she invested three years (1981-1983) singing together with her future husband in the Crossroads, Campus Crusade's traveling music team in Asia.  This nine member Philippines-based group shared Christ in the Philippines, China, Hong Kong, Korea, Japan, Macau, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore.  

In December 1983 Susan’s “never” became a reality.  She and Rick were married and like Jacob and Rachel of old, Susan also worked for her mate.  During these seven seminary years Rick served as a pastor, corporate chaplain, and International Students church consultant.  Susan taught women's Bible studies and often ministered by singing.  Their primary church in Texas is Christ Chapel Bible Church in Fort Worth.

The Griffiths have three sons: Kurt is an IT guy in Chicago (28 yrs.) with his wife Cara, Stephen is a pilot (26 yrs.) with his wife Katie in Boise, and John a graphic design student at Biola in the LA area (23 yrs.).

Ministry
However, since 1991 the Griffiths’ home has been Singapore where Rick serves as Doctor of Ministry Director with 30 other full-time faculty at Singapore Bible College.  SBC has 460 full-time students from 24 countries and 25 denominations, as well as many professionals in the certificate-level Centre for Continuing Theological Education (CCTE).  During his first term he taught a variety of courses: Old Testament Survey, New Testament Survey, New Testament Backgrounds, Eschatology (the study of future things), Evangelism, Pastoral Epistles, Psalms, Homiletics (preaching), Hebrew Exegesis, and four Old Testament exposition courses.  For many years he also taught Pentateuch, Gospels, Eschatology (theology of the future), Ecclesiology (theology of the church), and Pneumatology (theology of the Holy Spirit).  Now he teaches mostly Bible Exposition classes, including Homiletics, World of the OT & NT, and OT & NT Survey.  He has also written three Advanced Studies in the Old and New Testament courses at the Internet Biblical Seminary (www.internetseminary.org).

Dr. Griffith loves the variety and strategic nature of his teaching.  He invests his life into Anglicans from Sri Lanka, Lutherans from Singapore, Presbyterians from Korea, Conservative Baptists from the Philippines, and missionaries from Campus Crusade, OMF, and Operation Mobilisation—sometimes all in one class!  One class had 17 of the 20 students training for ministry outside of Singapore.  Nearly all SBC graduates enter pastoral or missionary ministries due to Asia’s shortage of trained leaders.

Ministry opportunities abound.  Rick and Susan have conducted premarital counseling for students and their home has an open door to students and guests traveling through Singapore.  They have sung in evangelistic thrusts and in 1992 also participated in founding International Community School, an expatriate Christian primary and secondary school in Singapore now with 430 students.  The Griffiths are missionaries with WorldVenture and Rick serves as the Singapore field leader.  

Dr Griffith also enjoys several other partnerships.  He also serves as Asia Translation Coordinator for "The Bible... Basically International" seminars; web author & editor, Internet Biblical Seminary; and itinerate professor for 54 trips throughout Asia in places such as Lanka Bible College (Sri Lanka), Myanmar Evangelical Graduate School of Theology, Union Bible Training Center (Mongolia), Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary, and Biblical Education by Extension training in three restricted access countries.

In 2006 the Griffiths also helped begin Crossroads International Church, Singapore.  Here “Dr. Rick” is “Pastor Rick” in his role as pastor-teacher and elder.  The church meets at 4 PM on Sundays at the Upper Room of the Metropolitan YMCA at 60 Stevens Road.  See cicfamily.com for details.  

In 2009 Dr. Rick began biblestudydownloads.com to offer his courses for free download.  It has 5000 pages of course notes in Word and pdf, 400+ PowerPoint presentations in English, and hundreds of translations of these by his students into 41 languages.  Current languages include Ao, Arabic, Bangla, Bisaya, Burmese, Chin, Chiru, Chinese, Dutch, English, French, German, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese, Kachin, Khmer, Kiswahili, Korean, Lotha, Malay, Malayalam, Mao, Mizo, Mongolian, Nepali, Nias, Paite, Portuguese, Rongmei, Russian, Sinhala, Spanish, Sumi, Tagalog, Tamil, Tangkhul, Tenyidie, Thai, Vaiphei, and Vietnamese.

Field
Singapore Bible College is strategically located at the “ministry hub” of Southeast Asia, the Republic of Singapore.  A small island of only 14 by 26 miles, Singapore is a city-nation located on the tip of the Malayan Peninsula in Southeast Asia.  The population of this multi-cultural society is 75 percent Chinese, 15 percent Malay and 8 percent Indian.  Other groups include Filipinos, Thais, Japanese, Americans, and Europeans.  This beautiful island nation, with dynamic growth in churches and missionary force, has been called the “Antioch of Asia.”  The Singaporean cross-cultural missionary force is increasingly contributing to God’s work in overseas ministries.

Passion
Rick’s passion is for God’s leaders to preach and live the Word of God.  The servant of God’s role is clearly given in the following verses:

· Teaching obedience to Christ’s teaching is key to our commission to make disciples (Matt. 28:20)

· The priority of the apostles was teaching and prayer (Acts 6:1-16)

· Paul’s legacy to Timothy focused on exposition: “Preach the Word” (2 Tim. 4:2-3)

However, recent trends include the following: 

· Church people are biblically illiterate—Amos lamented that his day of prosperity had a “famine for hearing the words of the Lord” (Amos 8:11)

· Pastors are doing too many things so they have too little time to feed the flock

· Preachers give empty and simplistic sermons

· Attempting to be “relevant,” pastors preach what people want to hear—not what they need
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